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Foreword 
We have a good range of topics this month—from both 
the Old and New Testaments.  
We’ll look at topics in Genesis, 
Ephesians, and I John.   
In addition, we’ll add a new 
study on the topic of revival.   
I trust it will be helpful in 
prompting not only self-
evaluation, but also an  
opportunity to consider the  
vitality of our local fellowship. 
In His grace,  
 
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 
 



In the Beginning 
Monday, March 2: Read Genesis 19 

Whenever I think things are really a mess in our country, I 
am reminded by God’s Word that this is not unique to our 
time in history.  For example, the Book of Judges speaks 
at length of the downward moral and spiritual spiral of the 
Israelites.  Then there is this description right here in 
Genesis 19 that tells of the mess of Lot’s life.   
I know there are many who teach that if you don’t live a 
certain kind of life, then it proves you aren’t really saved.  
The Bible seems to teach something different.  It seems 
to indicate that if you are not very careful, not constantly 
on your guard, then the world can corrupt you to the 
point that you don’t really look any different than an un-
believer.  This is the case with the Corinthian Church in 
the New Testament and certainly seems to be the case 

with Lot.  He is living 
among a very depraved 
people, and he is fully 
aware of it as he tries to 
protect the two visitors to 
Sodom.   
As the narrative unfolds 
he offers his two virgin 
daughters to try and  
appease the sexual lust 
of the townspeople, and 
eventually has incest with 
his two daughters.  As I 
said, what a mess!  I 
think this all began when 

Lot chose the Plain of Jordan back in Genesis 13 because 
of its visual appeal.   

Continued on the next page. 



In the Beginning 
Monday, March 2: Read Genesis 19 

(Continued) 
Perhaps you are wondering why I suggested Lot is a  
believer?  First, back in Genesis 18, God agrees to spare 
Sodom if Abraham can find ten righteous people.  He can’t 
find that many but does rescue Lot and his family.  Then, 
in II Peter 2:7-8, the Scripture tells us that God: 

. . .rescued Lot, a righteous man who was distressed  
by the filthy lives of lawless men (for that righteous 
man, living among them day after day, was tor-
mented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds  
he saw and heard). . . 

Two things to note:   
1. This could only be the righteousness of justification, 

since there was little evidence of a righteous life. 
2. Apparently he was not tormented enough to move!  

That was his second mistake.  His first mistake was 
choosing to live there.   

What came out of all of this?  Moab and Ammon were the 
result.  Choices do indeed have consequences.   



In the Beginning 
Tuesday, March 3: Read Genesis 20 

Abraham has been the main character in the storyline of 
Genesis since Chapter 12.  He has, at times, shown 
flashes of spirituality, for example: his faith-response to 
God’s covenantal promises through which he is justified in 
Chapter 15, and the way he intercedes on behalf of Lot 
and his family in Chapter 18.   
However, even a casual reading of Chapter 20 reveals 
that Abraham, like most of the rest of us, has his spiritual 
ups and downs.  For there is really no way to justify, in 
terms of his walk with the Lord, Abraham’s arrangement 
with Sarah to identify themselves as brother and sister 
rather than husband and wife.  By this point in the narra-
tive, we would expect Abraham to have grown past this 
deceitful and self-centered plan.  Yet this is the second 
time we know of that Sarah has ended up in the harem of 
another man.  (I say Abraham’s actions are self-centered 
because it seems to me that he had his own safety in 
mind without considering Sarah’s well being.  I can’t imag-
ine this was helpful to their relationship.)   
Now perhaps you are thinking that this was reasonable 
behavior in light of the mindset of the day in which Abra-
ham lived and the grave risks they faced as wanderers in 
the land of Canaan.  Let me answer that with an indict-
ment from the pagan Abimelech himself.  

And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, 
“What have you done to us? . . . You have done 
deeds to me that ought not to be done.”   
             Genesis 20:9  

Continued on the next page. 
 



In the Beginning 
Tuesday, March 3: Read Genesis 20 

(Continued) 
You see, even this lost Canaanite knows that Abraham’s 
behavior is wrong!  It is never a good witness to our Lord 
when the watching world characterizes our behavior as 
deeds that ought not to be done! 
As for the grave risks that Abraham faced, what risks did 
he face in light of the promises God had given him?  Isn’t 
our God able to deal with the Abimelechs of this world?  
God certainly did in this narrative, despite the unbelief of 
Abraham.   
Now to bring it home to us, what risks do we face in light 
of the many promises God has given us?  The risk we 
should be most concerned about is right here in the text: 
unbelief with respect to who God really is and of what He 
is capable! 



In the Beginning 
Wednesday, March 4: Read Genesis 21 
Chapter 21 records the fulfillment of a promise—Abraham 
and Sarah have a son.  He is given the name Isaac, which 
means he laughs.  A few observations about this son:  
 Although Isaac is another example of God’s faithfulness, 

the promise took 25 years to fulfill.  God always does 
things in His timing and, like Abraham, we need to adjust.   

 Probability has nothing to do with the fulfillment of 
God’s promises.  Is it possible that a 75-year-old man 
and a 65-year-old woman could have a child?  Just 
barely.  How about a 100-year-old man and a 90-year-
old woman?  Zero chance!  So this is a miracle!  But 
with God, all things are possible, and perhaps part of 
the reason for the delay in fulfilling His promise to Abra-
ham was so that we would learn to depend upon God to 
fulfill His promises in His time.   

 Short cuts to fulfilling the plan of God end in disaster, as 
we see with the ongoing saga of Hagar and Ishmael.  It 
is not that our short cuts hinder the plan of God, but the 
consequences go on and on.  For Ishmael, too, is going 
to be the source of many nations and those nations are 
going to be the ones that later persecute the Jews.   

When we have a choice between trusting in the promises 
of God and taking matters into our own hands, it is helpful 
to remember Ishmael and the impact of bad choices. 

The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it 
concerned his son.            Genesis 21:11   

Lastly, even the name of the child, he laughs, is a re-
minder that God knows what is going on in our hearts.  
God is constantly calling us to turn to Him in dependent 
faith, for “He will provide,” as we see in the next chapter.   
 



In the Beginning 
Thursday, March 5: Read Galatians 4 

For some, the way Hagar and Ishmael are treated in 
Genesis 21 is problematic.  Galatians 4 may help us to  
understand.  It is not that God is going to avoid blessing  
Ishmael as the son of Abraham, for He is.  Ishmael is also 
going to be the father of a number of nations, nations 
which, we have learn will persecute the Jews in the fu-
ture.  The issue is laid out starting in Galatians 4:21.   
Ishmael is the son of a slave woman and born in the usual 
way.  Isaac is the son of a free woman (Sarah) and born 
supernaturally as the result of a promise from God.   
In Verse 24 Paul does an unusual thing.  He takes the  
historical reality of Isaac and Ishmael and makes spiritual 
application by treating them figuratively.  Shockingly to 
any Jew who reads this, Hagar represents the covenant 
made at Mt. Sinai, which is the Mosaic Law.  Furthermore, 
she represents all Jews who are currently enslaved to the 
system of legalism that has developed out of the Mosaic 
Law.  On the other hand, Sarah represents those who are 
part of the heavenly Jerusalem.  I believe we could extend 
this to those who are living under the new covenant as 
described in Jeremiah 31 and Hebrews 9.  Notice how this 
fourth chapter of Galatians closes:  

Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the  
slave woman, but of the free woman. 

It is for this reason that Chapter 5 continues the thought: 
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.   
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be  
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.       Galatians 5:1  

To put yourself back under the law, as a Christian, is to 
figuratively choose to become a child of the slave Hagar 
rather than the free woman Sarah!  Why would we ever 
choose to do such a thing?    



In the Beginning 
Friday, March 6: Read Genesis 22 

Abraham’s obedience to God in being willing to sacrifice 
his son—the child of promise for whom he had been wait-
ing for over two decades—is an amazing narrative.  Many 
get hung up on the issue of “How could a father do this?”  
I have heard pagan intellectuals think they can show the 
pagan roots of Christianity using this narrative.  They have 
missed the whole point, haven’t they?  The singular fea-
ture of this chapter is this: after many years of waiting, 
and many struggles through unbelief, Abraham has 

reached the point that he is completely 
dependent upon God, not only in his  
actions, but also in his thinking.    
Abraham reasoned that God could 
raise the dead, and figuratively 
speaking, he did receive Isaac back 
from the dead.        Hebrews 11:19 
Note how it has taken Abraham many 
decades, all the way from Genesis 15, to 
arrive at this point.  This level of faith 

takes time, trials, and a seeking heart to develop.  But, 
oh, what a marvelous example for us.  Our circumstances 
are going to be completely different, but God will bring 
many things our way to test our faith and develop it.  
When we fail, we simply need to confess our lack of faith, 
spend more time with the promises of God’s Word, and 
strive to walk by His Spirit.  For in the same way that 
Abraham was called “Abraham My friend” (Isaiah 41:8), 
so, too, we can have this kind of deep fellowship with God 
as we learn to trust and rely upon Him.   
Let us encourage one another to do so... 

. . .and all the more as you see the Day approaching!  
                    Hebrews 10:25 



Returning to Ephesians 
Monday, March 9:  

Read Ephesians 6:14-18  
It has taken us quite a while in our study of spiritual war-
fare to get to the “armor of God”, but I trust our prepara-
tion has been valuable.  Let’s warm up to our subject:  
 We will consider six 

pieces of equipment: 
the belt of truth, the 
breastplate of right-
eousness, the Gospel 
of peace footwear, the 
shield of faith, the hel-
met of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit.    

 Please know that theis 
is not an exhaustive 
listing of the things 
God has put at our dis-
posal.  There are many 
more.  Rather, Paul 
builds the metaphor 
matching the basic out-
fit of the Roman soldier of the time.  Can’t you just 
imagine Paul, chained to two Roman soldiers, trying to 
think about how to explain the Christian’s defense 
against the wiles of Satan, when suddenly a picture 
comes to his mind!  

 The grammar of this passage is very important.  It re-
veals to us that the putting on of the armor of God is a 
command, and it is something that we must choose to 
do.  There is no hiring of mercenaries to fight our  

 



Returning to Ephesians 
Monday, March 9:  

Read Ephesians 6:14-18 (Continued) 
spiritual battles for us, for you and I need to learn to: 
Fight the good fight of the faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, to which you were also called. . .  I Timothy 6:12   

 It is also important for us to note both the general and 
specific nature of this passage.  As we have learned, 
we are to be strong in the Lord and the power of His 
might.  That is the general.  But then we are to take 
up the sword of the Spirit.  This is not a call to pick up 
the Bible and brandish the entire book when tempted. 
Rather, it is a call to apply the specific content of the 
Word to the circumstance at hand.  Recall how per-
fectly Jesus applied just the right Scripture when 
tempted by Satan.   

 The command to take up the armor of God is meant to 
be independent of time.  In other words, it is meant to 
prompt the readiness of Nehemiah, that we might 
avoid the lapse of David.  In the physical sense, Nehe-
miah and his men were always ready:   
Neither I nor my brothers nor my men nor the guard 
with me took off our clothes; each had his weapon, 
even when he went for water.        Nehemiah 4:23   

On the other hand, a dreadful incident in the life of the 
otherwise godly David started with:   
One evening David got up from his bed and walked 
around on the roof of his palace. . .      II Samuel 11:2   

What happened next? The short answer is David had 
no armor.  Tomorrow, the belt of truth!  



Returning to Ephesians 
Tuesday, March 10: Read John 8  

Ephesians 6:14 gives us our first piece of armor:   
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist. . .  

The role of the belt is crucial, both in the physical analog 
and the spiritual.  Physically, it was a broad belt of leather 
from which all of the other equipment was attached.  It 
was very similar to the web harness a GI wears in our 
day.   
But what does it mean to buckle up with truth as an an-
chor for everything else?  Consider the following:   
 Truth begins with a person:  

For the Law was given through Moses, grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ.     John 1:17   

 The truth that came through Jesus, that is readily 
available to us today, is the Word of God.  Jesus  
desired for us to be sanctified.  He knew truth was in-
volved, and He knew where to find truth!  Here is an 
excerpt from His prayer on our behalf:   
Sanctify them by the truth; Your Word is truth.  
                John 17:17  

 Jesus wants us to choose to be on the side of truth, 
for He said:  
“You are right in saying I am a king.  In fact, for 
this reason I was born, and for this I came into the 
world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone on the side 
of truth listens to Me.”           John 18:37   

 



Returning to Ephesians 
Tuesday, March 10: Read John 8 

(Continued) 
 Jesus knows that the truth will set us free, free from 

the bondage to the error of this lost world:   
“If you hold to My teaching, you are really My  
disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.”        John 8:31-32   

I trust you can see what Paul is doing in Ephesians.  He is 
starting out with a command for us to live our spiritual 
lives by that which is foundational truth for every Chris-
tian—the Word of God.  Every bit of it!  It is the truth that 
is God-breathed, is alive and powerful, is able to make 
wise the simple, gives light to our path, judges the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, and is solid food for the 
maturing believer!  Is it any wonder, since our adversary is 
a liar and deceiver from the start (John 8:44), that the place 
for us to start is with the belt of truth firmly in place?      

 



Returning to Ephesians 
Wednesday, March 11:  

Read II Timothy 3 
We’ve introduced the first piece of armor—the belt of 
truth.  Perhaps this is first because it is the foundation for 
all that follows, and because truth is absolutely necessary 
to walk worthy of the Lord while navigating this lost world 
under the control of Satan.  To further reinforce what we 
have learned, let me add further to our understanding:   

The battle over truth has raged since the inception of 
the Church and will do so until our Lord gathers His 
Church to Himself.   

Let me prove that from the Scriptures as preparation.  
First, look at Paul’s analysis of the early church:  

I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come 
in among you and will not spare the flock.  Even 
from your own number men will arise and distort 
the truth. . .          Acts 20:29-30   

Paul planted churches and, upon his departure, those who 
desired to distort the truth were never far behind.  That 
was early in church history.  How about at its close?  We 
can see how things trend in today’s reading:  

. . .There will be terrible times in the last days.   
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boastful, proud, abusive. . .  .always learning, but 
never able to acknowledge the truth.   II Timothy 3:1-7   

We are living somewhere between the beginning and the 
end of the Church, and the battle for truth is most cer-
tainly raging in our day as it has from the beginning of the 
Church.  What’s at stake is the quality of the believer’s  
worthy walk before the Lord and our standing firm against 
the devil’s schemes!  The devotion tomorrow will answer 
some questions about the battle for truth.   



Returning to Ephesians 
Thursday, March 12: Read John 17 

To continue from yesterday, the battle for truth in our day 
is being fought on many fronts.  We’ll discuss two today.   
Ecumenism. There is a strong appeal for ecumenism in 
our day, which can be simply 
defined as choosing to place a 
priority on unity for its own 
sake, rather than unity around the truth.  Now I certainly 
am not promoting disagreeable Christians, but at the 
same time, we are not being taught to stand firm against 
the devil’s schemes by putting on the belt of unity!  On 
the contrary, it is the belt of truth, and there are times we 
need to stand our ground concerning the truth.  For ex-
ample, holding firmly to a Gospel centered upon faith 
alone in Christ alone, excluding any works on the part of 
man, is one such truth with which we dare not tamper.   
As an example, there is a movement in the United States 
that has slowly been gathering adherents, called Chrislam.  
Here is an online definition of this movement, and note 
the forms of the words ecumenism and unity.  

Chrislam is a movement, hoped by some to be the  
answer for the ongoing clash between the West, 
which is predominantly Christian, and the Middle East, 
which is predominantly Muslim. . .Several protestant-
denominations have adopted this effort in the name of 
“love thy neighbor” and to promote an ecumenical, or 
unified, reconciliation between Christianity and Islam.   

Let me be as clear as possible.  Any church or denomi-
nation that thinks Christianity and Islam can be unified 
has most certainly removed the belt of truth and is 
listening closely to the whispers of the evil one.   

Continued on the next page.  



Returning to Ephesians 
Thursday, March 12: Read John 17 

(Continued) 
Christian Life.  The purpose of the Christian Life is 
another example of the battle for truth in our day.  Within 
our study of Ephesians, we have learned how God has 
called us to walk worthy of who we are in Christ, imitating 
God and redeeming the time.  I recently listened closely 
to two college students, claiming to be Christians, talk 
about the purpose of 
the Christian life.  They 
felt strongly it was 
about self-actualization.  
This is straight from 
the teachings of 
secular philosophy and 
psychology of many 
years ago.  It was 
hurtful to hear these 
young people talk 
about their deep 
interest in Christianity and then describe that to be a life 
where they were free from social constraint, living an 
authentic life, true to themselves, recognizing the 
legitimacy of their personal desires.   
Does this sound anything like Biblical truth?  These 
individuals had learned that Christianity consists of being 
who you are as a fallen individual rather than what it 
means to be one conformed to the image and likeness of 
Christ.  Perhaps now you can see why the belt of truth is 
so desperately needed in our day and in every day!  It is 
no wonder Jesus prayed,   

“Sanctify them by the truth; Your Word is truth.”  
                 John 17:17   



Returning to Ephesians 
Friday, March 13: Read II Corinthians 5 
Let’s move to our second piece of armor: the breastplate 
of righteousness.  The first thing to address is the possi-
bility that this is a call to personal integrity.  In other 
words, is it telling us to live righteously?  In terms of the 
armor of God, the answer to that is an emphatic, “No!”  
As important as living uprightly before the Lord happens 
to be, whatever experiential righteousness we might  
manage to achieve, whatever our level of personal integ-
rity, that is not how we stand against the wiles of the 
devil!  What we need, and what God in grace provides is 
so much higher, so much more perfect, and so much 
more suited to spiritual warfare!   
The Believer’s Righteousness.  So, we are going to 
spend a couple of days on the believer’s imputed right-
eousness, which is the means by which we can stand  
acceptable before a holy God.    
 Paul often speaks of a kind of righteousness that is 

outside of that which he can claim as his own.   
. .not having my own righteousness, which is from 
the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness that is from God by faith. . . 
                         Philippians 3:9   

 Paul is speaking of something we are going to call  
imputed righteousness.  The term imputed carries the 
idea of something that is credited to your account and 
not of your own doing.  Consider the following:   

. . .not imputing their trespasses to them. . .For He 
made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him.   
                        II Corinthians 5:19,21 

Continued on the next page.  



Returning to Ephesians 
Friday, March 13: Read II Corinthians 5 

(Continued) 
In this passage from II Corinthians, we see our sin  
imputed to Christ, and then His righteousness imputed 
to us as believers.   

Justification. This brings us to the great topic of justifi-
cation expounded upon in Romans Chapter 3:   

. . .even the righteousness of God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. . .to 
demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, 
that He might be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus.       Romans 3:22, 26   

First we have imputed righteousness to the one who  
believes, and then justification for the same individual.  
Justification is a legal term which means we are accept-
able before the judge.  The Christian, clothed with the im-
puted righteousness of Christ, is acceptable before our 
holy God!  No wonder this is part of our armor!  We’ll con-
tinue on Monday. 



Returning to Ephesians 
Monday, March 16: Read Romans 3 

It is the blood of Jesus that takes care of our sin, and it is 
His imputed righteousness that will allow us to spend eter-
nity in the presence of a holy God.  Now, some application:   
 How is any human being ever going to withstand the 

scrutiny of God’s holiness?  If we rely on our efforts to 
produce righteousness, it is never going to happen!  
There is no one righteous, not even one. . .  
             Romans 3:10   
But for those who are justified, who have received, 
through faith, the imputed righteousness of Christ 
Himself, there should be great confidence with respect 
to our ability to stand.  For, when our heavenly Father 
scrutinizes us, He is going to see the righteousness of 
His Son, and we will be accepted. (Ephesians 1:6)    

 God deals with the legal first and then moves on to 
experience.  He first gives us a legal standing—that’s 
justification—and then He calls those justified to  
develop a worthy walk!   

 When you or I fail, at what point can we pick up the 
pieces?  At the point of the righteousness that has 
been imputed to us—at the point of justification!  
That’s the basis of our standing before God.  Resting 
in that great truth is what it means to stand firm with 
the breastplate of righteousness in place!   

 How about the closely-related topic of guilt?  Satan 
knows just how to attack, often for things that  
happened in the distant past.  Take up that same 
breastplate of righteousness, for it guarantees our  
ability to stand before a perfect and holy God, and 
gets our eyes off of self!  In closing, sing with me: My 
hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness. . .   



A Revival Reminder 
Tuesday, March 17: Read Psalm 85 

We will use this great psalm to refresh our memory on the 
topic of revival.  Let’s use Verse 6 as our focal point. First, 
note in our reading today that the people of God are ask-
ing for revival.  Biblically, revival always starts with the 
people of God and not with the lost.   
Next, do you see that in Verses 1-5 the people had been 
under God’s discipline because of sin, but the issue of sin 
has been addressed and now the people desire to return 
to a revived state?  This begs the question of what it 
means to be revived.  The Hebrew word translated revive 
in Verse 6 means to give life, to preserve life, and to bring 
back to life—to resuscitate.  When used to refer to inani-
mate objects, like a stone wall that had been damaged, it 
means to restore to the previous condition.  
Consider this definition of revival, extracted, after much 
study, from the Word of God:  

Spiritual revival is characteristic of a Christian who  
returns to a condition of spiritual vigor by means of 
the Word of God and the Spirit of God.  The revived 
see God as bigger than any obstacle and faithful to 
keep all of His promises.  The revived are simultane-
ously convicted of their need for and the wonders of 
God’s grace.    

As you can see, we all need to be revived from time to 
time, for we can become entangled in the distractions of 
this world, we can neglect our need to abide in the vine 
that is Jesus Christ, and then sin can take its toll.  There is 
always a remedy for sin—confession.  God provides every-
thing necessary for us to walk with Him, for: 

 . . .the Lord will give what is good. ..and shall make 
His footsteps our pathway.            Psalm 85:12-13  



A Revival Reminder 
Wednesday, March 18:  
Read II Chronicles 6 

The U.S. Mint provides a number of ways to know if a $50 
bill is genuine including a watermark, security thread, and 
color shifting ink.  Likewise, there are ways that we can 
tell if a group of Christians, including our own fellowship, 
is flourishing spiritually.  Two important ways are found in 
Solomon’s great prayer of dedication. 
First, you know the potential for revival is there when you 
find a people who believe in a God who is a maker and 
keeper of promises!  Look at Verses 12-17 in today’s read-
ing.  Solomon is recognizing that God has done exactly 
what He had promised to do.  Furthermore, Solomon is 
looking forward to the future fulfillment of His promises.  
In contrast, in Verses 22-42, particularly Verse 36, it is 
clear that the Jews are going to fail to be faithful.  Solo-
mon clearly understands what some Christians seem to be 
confused about— that God is the one Promise Keeper 
while man is prone to break his commitments.  Any em-
phasis on the concept of keeping one’s promises needs to 
be centered upon God.  He has made more than 7,000 
promises in His Word and will keep every one of them.  
Conversely man’s track record is as a promise-breaker.    
Second, you can recognize revival when the God wor-
shipped is full-sized and has neither been domesticated or 
reduced to a tribal deity.  To understand this statement, 
look at Verse 18.  Solomon clearly understands that the 
Creator God of the universe cannot be contained in a  
temple built by man.  Neither is He the God of a particular 
nation or a particular brand of theology.  Rather, He is the 
awesome One whom heaven and earth cannot contain.  
Simply stated, a spiritually-vital people do not treat God 
like a genie in a bottle whose role is to do their bidding.  



A Revival Reminder 
Thursday, March 19:   

Read II Chronicles 6:12-7:3 
Our Scripture shows us two more ways to authenticate 
true revival.  First, revival springs from a clear understand-
ing of, and unashamed confrontation with, the issue of 
sin—that is rebellion against God and its consequences!  
Look at Verses 22-42.  Notice how Solomon clearly recog-
nizes not only that the nation is going to sin, but that they 
are going to experience the consequence of discipline for 
doing so.  As sinners saved by grace, it is important that 

we keep our eyes steadfastly fixed 
upon Jesus—the author and finisher 
of our faith. (Hebrews 12:2)  Any spiri-
tually-vital people recognize that 
they have a propensity to sin and 
have prepared themselves to recog-
nize it when it rears its head so that 
they can confess those sins and to 
return to a Spirit-filled walk with the 
Lord.   

Second, Solomon understands who God is and His provi-
sion of salvation for mankind—a fact that grasps his heart.  
It so amazes him because the ramifications are so stupen-
dous that he can’t help but proclaim that it is not exclu-
sive, but inclusive!  Look at Verses 32-33.  Solomon is ac-
tually praying for the surrounding nations to be attracted 
to the work of God among the Jews, and to have a resul-
tant Fear of the Lord  that is part of what it means to join 
the family of God.  Amazingly, this is one of the few times 
in the Old Testament where you see any hint of evangel-
ism on the part of the Jews.  Without a doubt, a heart for 
the lost to have what we have in terms of salvation and a 
vital relationship with the Lord are things that irrepressibly 
spring from the heart of a revived people.  



A Revival Reminder 
Friday, March 20: Read Acts 2 

Peter is prominent throughout this chapter, so here is 
something for you to consider: was Peter in a revived, 
spiritually-flourishing condition?  Before you answer, con-
sider this comment of one theologian:  

. . . by definition, a revival is something that happens 
amongst Christian people, among believers. . .  
something is revived and, when you say that, you 
mean that there is something present that has got 
life.  But the life was beginning to wane, to droop, 
and had become almost moribund. . .Revival means 
awakening, stimulating the life, bringing it to the  
surface again.         Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones  

Peter had denied the Lord, been anxious, guilt-ridden, and 
afraid.  However, he seems to be in a different condition 
altogether in Acts 2.  Could it be that he has been spiritu-
ally revived?  If so, by what means?  What are the agents 
of revival in the life of a believer?  The most obvious an-
swer can be found in Verses 1-4 when the promised Holy 
Spirit is given to them.  It is immediately after this that 
Peter’s ministry takes on new power.   
There is something else for you to consider as well: what 
makes up much of the message that comes out of Peter’s 
mouth?  It is the Word of God!  The outline of Peter’s 
message is God’s plan of salvation centered in Jesus 
Christ, and the evidence to support the message all comes 
from the Scriptures.  Peter is not only filled with the Holy 
Spirit, but with the Word of God.  Look at Acts 2: 41.  
Something happened to those who accepted Peter’s mes-
sage: they were saved!  What was the message?  It was 
the Gospel communicated in the power of the Spirit, as 
framed by the Word of God.  Perhaps these are the 
agents of revival.  We’ll support this further on Monday.   



A Revival Reminder 
Monday, March 23: Read Acts 4 

Once again, we have more evidence of Peter’s revived 
condition and more  
response to the Gospel 
message.  Peter has 
been arrested and pres-
sured by the Sanhedrin, 
and what does he do?  
He continues to fear-
lessly proclaim the Gos-

pel despite mounting opposition—this allows us to know Pe-
ter is flourishing spiritually despite hostile circumstances.   
Look how clearly the two agents of revival we discussed 
yesterday are in evidence: in Verse 8, Peter is filled with 
the Holy Spirit and in Verse 11, under great pressure, the 
Word of God provides the substance of His message.  This 
same theme continues throughout the chapter.  In Verses 
25-26, we have the Spirit and the Word.  Then look at 
Verse 31, this gathering of believers was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of God boldly!  The twin 
agents of revival evident in the early Church were demon-
strably the Spirit of God and the Word of God.   
Notice there is nothing about marketing the Church, mak-
ing lost people feel comfortable, or any of the approaches 
of our day.  Instead, the power of God caused a convic-
tion within the heart which led to a response to the mes-
sage.  Pray that we, as a church fellowship, would our-
selves flourish by means of the Spirit of God and the Word 
of God, and that these two agents—the alive and powerful 
Word of God and the third member of the Trinity—would 
be the means by which we impact and reach the lost in 
our community for Jesus Christ!   



A Revival Reminder 
Tuesday, March 24:   

Read Lamentations 3 
The Book of Lamentations was also written by Jeremiah, 
but after the fall of the Southern Kingdom to the Babyloni-
ans.  Jeremiah’s ministry had failed to call the Jews to  
repentance.  As a result, they suffered through the  
destruction of Jerusalem and the deportation of many of 
the people to Babylon—at a terrible cost of human suffer-
ing for the people.  
The book is named Lamentations because it is a lament 
regarding this  
historical incident.  
So did revival fail?  
Again, I remind 
you, that we are 
asking about the 
spiritual vitality of 
Jeremiah.  Take a 
look at Verses 19-
24.  Does this read 
like the mental 
condition of some-
one who is spiritu-
ally languishing or does it describe someone who has an 
ongoing, steadfast trust in the Lord?  In fact, Jeremiah is 
one of the greatest Scriptural examples of an individual 
able to keep on in the face of tremendous opposition.   
At the end of his ministry, he is still standing for the Lord.  
In fact, he chooses to continue to minister to the Jewish 
remnant rather than choosing his own comfort.   
                  Continued on the next page. 
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A Revival Reminder 
Tuesday, March 24: 

Read Lamentations 3 (Continued) 
Here is the lesson to be learned: everything necessary to 
live a spiritually-revived life has been provided by the 
Lord.  If we will appropriate what He has provided, we 
can have a vital life even in the darkest of times and worst 
of circumstances.  The only thing that can keep us from 
having a spiritually-revived life is unbelief!  In order to 
check our tendency to fall into unbelief, let me remind you 
of our definition:  

Spiritual revival is characteristic of a Christian who  
returns to a condition of spiritual vigor by means of 
the Word of God and the Spirit of God.  The revived 
see God as bigger than any obstacle, faithful to keep 
all His promises, and are simultaneously convicted of 
their need for, and the wonders of, God’s grace.  

And all God's people said, “Amen!” 



Finishing I John 
Wednesday, March 25:  

Read I John 5:1-8 
This final chapter of I John is 
packed, so we will spend a few 
days working through Verses 3-5.   

This is love for God:  to obey 
His commands.        I John 5:3 

This is as simple and direct a 
statement as it is possible to 
make, and yet it would seem that 
in many cases Christians have 
missed it completely.  As an example, I think of the many 
times I have observed a large group of Christians enthusi-
astically singing, 

 “Oh how I love Jesus, Oh how I love Jesus. . .”   
From appearances, it would seem that the truth of the 
love that is claimed is related to the depth of emotion  
with which it is sung.  I am not opposed to an emotional 
response to the saving work of Jesus Christ, but I think 
Scripture makes clear that depth of emotion has nothing 
to do with whether or not we love Jesus.  Love for Him is 
simply and directly correlated to our level of obedience to 
Him.  Ouch!   
That’s a bit uncomfortable isn’t it?  That’s because it is 
easy to express love if we measure it by emotion, but it is 
much more difficult to say with any degree of confidence: 

“I love Jesus as shown by my ongoing obedience  
to Him!”   

And yet, this is exactly what God wants us to understand, 
and He wants us to recognize the impossibility of this 

Continued on the next page. 



Finishing I John 
Wednesday, March 25:  

Read I John 5:1-8 (Continued) 
calling apart from His enablement.  Let me defend this  
position in two ways:   
 First, can we find this same idea elsewhere?  Yes, from 

Jesus Himself:   
Jesus replied, “If anyone loves Me, he will obey my 
teaching.”               John 14:23   

 Then, Paul reminds us of the relationship between 
obedience and God’s enablement:  
. . .continue to work out your salvation (after initial 
belief) with fear and trembling, for it is God who 
works in you to will and to act according to His 
good purpose.            Philippians 2:12-13  

To love Christ is to obey Him, and this requires God to will 
and to act within.  In short, we must act in His way—as 
revealed in His Word—and in His power! 



Finishing I John 
Thursday, March 26:   

Read Matthew 11 
Let’s keep building from our text in I John: 

This is love for God: to obey His commands.  And His 
commands are not burdensome. . .       I John 5:3-4  

Yesterday, we established the connection between loving 
God and obedience to His commands.  I would take His 
commands to be everything that He has revealed to us in 
His Word, as well as, the daily leading of His Spirit in the 
application of His Word.   
Two things to add today.  First, the commands of our Lord 
“. . .are not burdensome. . .”  Many people have the atti-
tude that God is some kind of cosmic kill-joy who wants to 
take away all of our fun and load us up with all kinds of 
burdensome things to do!  This verse most definitely sets 
the record straight.  Does God want to take away our fun?  
Was He trying to keep Adam and Eve from fun, or was He 
trying to keep them in fullness of relationship with Himself 
while avoiding all of the consequences of sin?   
Second, does God actually load us up with burdens?  Ab-
solutely not!  In fact that’s what religion does.  The basic 
meaning of the word translated burdensome is the idea of 
carrying something very heavy.  What I am telling you is 
that it is man-made religious practice that weighs us down 
and not the Word of God.  That is precisely why  
Jesus Himself said:  

“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. . .For My yoke is easy and 
My burden is light.”           Matthew 11:28-30   

He was talking to people burdened with the religion that  
Judaism had become and He was offering them relief!  
Too often we have the need for relief from religious ritual.   



Finishing I John 
Friday, March 27: Read Colossians 1 

We have been slowly building on these three important 
verses in I John 5, and now we have the passage in its 
entirety.  What a fantastic passage it is and well worth our 
time to commit to memory.   

This is love for God: to obey His commands.  And His 
commands are not burdensome, for everyone born 
of God overcomes the world.  This is the victory that 
has overcome the world, even our faith.     
                I John 5:3-5 

We have considered how our love for God must be con-
nected to our obedience to His revealed will.  Further, we 
learned that His will is not intended to deprive but to 
bless.  Today I want to focus on two further lessons from 
this text: the promise to overcome and the role of faith.    

 



Finishing I John 
Friday, March 27: Read Colossians 1 

(Continued) 
The Promise to Overcome.  How is it that everyone 
born of God overcomes the world?  For far too many 
Christians it is the other way around.  It seems that in-
stead the world is overcoming the Christian!  We are 
meant to see the sequence of time in the text, starting 
with connecting born of God with overcomes the world. 
When we place our faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, God the Father has: 

. . .rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves.  
               Colossians 1:13 

We overcome the world in that Satan, the ruler of this 
world, loses his grip on another one of his subjects each 
time a person changes kingdoms.  And, let’s give credit 
where credit is due.  It was Jesus who overcame the 
world and its ruler (Colossians 2:13-15).  When we  
believe, His victory becomes ours.   
The Role of Faith.  What was our role in this victory?  
We are to have faith in the person and work of Christ, but 
let’s not miss a very important part of the text.  How can 
we continue on in the Christian Life as those who over-
come the world?  Our part in achieving victory remains 
exactly the same—faith!  We can claim that victory when 
we have faith in the promises and provision of God.   
Praise God for His provision to overcome the world on a 
daily basis until He calls us home to Himself! 
 

 
 



Finishing I John 
Monday, March 30:  
Read I John 5:9-21 

Let’s talk about three aspects of our so-great salvation:  
obtaining salvation, the permanence of salvation, and the 
assurance of our salvation.   
Obtaining Salvation.  How do you obtain salvation?  
Our reading today tells us: 

And this is the testimony:  God has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son 
has life. . .               I John 5:11-12  

You have to have the Son to have eternal life!  How do 
you get the Son?  You place your faith in who the Son is 
and what He accomplished on the cross, for God gave His 
son to die in our place: 

 . . .that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.              John 3:16 



Finishing I John 
Monday, March 30:  

Read I John 5:9-21 (Continued) 
The Permanence of Salvation.  
Having settled the way in which sal-
vation is obtained, next is the issue 
of salvation’s permanence.  What 
kind of life does the text say it is?  
It is eternal life!  If God gave you 
this kind of life, and you could do 
something to cause Him to take it 
back or lose it, would it really be 
eternal ?  That is why  
Jesus says that for the one who has 
eternal life: 

 “. . .he will not be condemned; he has crossed over 
from death to life.”           John 5:24  

The verb translated crossed over is in the perfect tense 
indicating that it is a one-time action that does not need 
to be repeated.  How wonderful to be secure!  As the  
result of trusting in Christ for eternal life, we have once 
and for all crossed over from death to life.    
The Assurance of Salvation.  Could the assurance of 
salvation be anymore clearly stated than it is in today’s 
reading? 

I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you 
have eternal life.             I John 5:13   

What a blessing to face the future, not with a hope-so  
salvation, but, upon the authority of God’s Word, with a 
know-so salvation.   



Finishing I John 
Tuesday, March 31: Read Acts 5:1-16 

The safe thing for me to do is close out our reading in  
I John with yesterday’s wonderful reflection upon our sal-
vation and God’s gift of assurance.  God intends for us to 
know we have eternal life!  But, don’t you hate it when 
you leave a portion of Scripture with unanswered ques-
tions?  There are a couple of big unanswered questions at 
the close of yesterday’s reading.  For example, it is not 
the least surprising when John encourages us to pray for 
a brother who has sinned, but then he goes on to add 
something that needs an explanation:  

There is a sin that leads to death.  I am not saying 
that he should pray about that.  All wrongdoing is 
sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 
                I John 5:16-17    

Let’s explore these verses further:   
 After all that John has said about brotherly love, it is 

expected that he would have us pray for the brother 
who has sinned.   

 Notice, it is a brother—fellow believer—who has 
sinned.  The New Testament doesn’t teach us to pray 
for the sin of an unbeliever.  Instead, we are to pray 
for the unbeliever to come to faith in Christ.   

 Verses 16 and 17 will make perfect sense, especially in 
light of today’s reading, if, for each use of the word 
death, you use the phrase premature physical death.  
Try it and see if it helps.   

 John is talking about divine discipline from the hand of 
God as the result of sin.   



Finishing I John 
Tuesday, March 31: Read Acts 5:1-16 

(Continued) 
That is exactly what happened to Ananias and Saphira in 
today’s reading.  They engaged in an act of public decep-
tion behind a guise of spirituality.  God acted decisively to 
put an end to it and made quite an impression on the 
early Church at the same time.  So, in short, Ananias and 
Saphira’s discipline is not a matter for prayer, but a warn-
ing to be taken personally.    
Two final thoughts.  First, there are those who dismiss the 
idea that any such thing could happen to a believer.  Look 
again at Acts 5.  Who else but a believer would be in such 
trouble for “lying to the Spirit”?   
Finally, a word of caution—it is never our job to assign the 
term discipline  to any 
kind of challenging cir-
cumstances that might  
befall another believer—
including death.  If it ever 
happens in your spiritual 
setting, you will know it 
and you will have a strong 
sense of the Fear of the 
Lord.   
In the meantime, pray  
for those who sin that 
they might take John’s  
advice regarding confes-
sion (I John 1:9), advocacy 
(I John 2:1), and assurance (I John 5:13).   
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