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Daily Devotional 
January 2017 



Foreword 
Can we all agree that every Christian really should be in 
the Bible every day?  Now some have said to me, “I don’t 
really need another devotional.”  If you have found some-
thing that helps guide you in your time of regular Bible 
study, I agree.  Then this devotional is not written for you.  
Don’t feel any pressure to use it. 
On the other hand, if you know 
you should be in the Word, but 
have trouble doing so daily, then 
this devotional might help.   

I try to spend time working on 
writing devotional lessons almost 
daily.  It is my hope that this  
review of things that have been 
taught over the course of the past 
few years might encourage you to 
spend time in the Word and to 
continue to connect the dots with 
respect to the Plan of God.  To that end, may the author of 
this glorious Word receive all the Glory. 

In His grace, 

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



In the Beginning 
Monday, January 2:  Read Genesis 12 

Since Genesis is a book of beginnings, let’s once again start the New 
Year in this foundational book, picking up where we left off last year.  
(You may be interested to know that the Hebrew title for Genesis is 

taken from the first word of the Bible, and literally is: “In the beginning.”   
Also to avoid confusion, we will use the God-given names of Abram 

and Sarai—Abraham and Sarah.)   

The first three verses of this chapter establish something  
often referred to as the  
Abrahamic Covenant.   
Notice the three compo-
nents contained within this 
covenant or contract:   

 I will make you into a 
great nation.  God says 
that from Abraham will 
come a people who will 
become a great nation—
Israel.   

 I will bless you.  This is 
a promise of personal 
blessing to Abraham as 
well as to his progeny.   

 I will bless those who 
bless you and whoever 
curses you I will curse.  This is the part of the contract 
to which we need to pay the most attention.  For this 
blessing and curse applies to Gentiles (that’s us) and 
the consequences associated with how they (we) treat 
the offspring of Abraham, the Jewish people.   
                                                    Continued on the next page. 

 



In the Beginning 
Monday, January 2:  Read Genesis 12 

(Continued) 
There are two things we can immediately learn about this 
covenant in the second half of Chapter 12.  First, we can 
clearly learn that this is an unconditional covenant.   What 
that means is that the promise given by God is dependent 
upon the faithfulness of God as the promise-giver and not 
upon any action of Abraham as its recipient.  For clearly, 
Abraham’s behavior in Egypt with his wife is hardly worthy 
of the blessing of God, and yet he is going to receive it  
regardless.   

Second, notice how the blessing/cursing aspect of the 
covenant is already in operation.  For Pharaoh and his 
household come under judgment for unknowingly bringing 
Sarah into the king’s household.  Although Abraham does 
not yet show us much by way of character, we can already 
see that God is faithful to the promise He has made to 
bless him and make his name great.   

In the same way, God is just as faithful to all of His prom-
ises that have been given to us in His Word.   

 



In the Beginning 
Tuesday, January 3:  Read Genesis 13 

Abraham was in Bethel, which is part of the mountainous 
backbone that runs north/south throughout most of the 
length of Israel, when God said to him in Verse 14: 

 “Lift up your eyes from where you are and  
look north and south, east and west.”   

From here God goes on to make a promise to Abraham 
that we refer to as the Palestinic Covenant.  Here is the 
contract God made with Abraham:   

“All the land that you see I will give to you and your 
offspring forever.  I will make your offspring like the 
dust of the earth . . . Go, walk through the length and 

breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.”   
Genesis 13:15-17   

As you can see, the Palestinic Covenant fits neatly within 
the broader scope of the Abrahamic Covenant.  Now here 
are a couple of things I would like you to note:   

 Who is making the contract?  By that I am asking, 
who is promising to give a specific parcel of land to 
Abraham and His offspring?  As you can clearly see, 
God is making this promise!   

 What is the length of the promise?  For how long is 
this land going to belong to Abraham’s descendants, the 
Jews?  The answer is easy to extract—forever!   

 What are the conditions?  One final thing to note, 
upon what is this covenant conditioned?  Why nothing!  
It is a promise directly from God to Abraham and his  
posterity without any strings attached.   

Again, this is what makes this an unconditional covenant. 
                                                       Continued on the next page. 



In the Beginning 
Tuesday, January 3:  Read Genesis 13 

(Continued) 
Let’s go on to some application:  To whom does Israel be-
long today?  Although world leaders and the UN pay scant 
attention to the Bible, God’s Word is very clear on this is-
sue and every Christian should be too.  Israel belongs to 
the Jews for the unassailable reason that God gave it to 
them and a much greater area as shown on the map be-
low.  The issue is not what happened in 1947 or who oc-
cupied the land at various times in history.  The Bible does 
not say the Jews will always occupy the Land, they have 
been displaced for reasons of discipline a number of 
times.  However, what it does make very clear is that even 
when they were not occupying the Land, they still owned 
it.  Furthermore, their right of ownership can be traced to 
the sovereign Creator of this universe.  And since the 
promise of blessing and cursing from Chapter 12 still 
stands in our day as well, as Christians, we do well to rec-
ognize and support their claim of ownership on the Land 
lest we become part of those who make trouble for Israel 
and as a result are cursed by God.   



In the Beginning 
Wednesday, January 4:  Read Jeremiah 33 

The very day I wrote yesterday’s devotional, I read a com-
mentary by the pastor of a large protestant church who 
said something to the effect: 

I don’t understand our support for the nation of Israel.  
The promises given to the Old Testament patriarchs 
are not directly related to the current nation of Israel, 

and we don’t need to give them a blanket endorsement.  
Furthermore, doing so will negatively impact  

Muslim evangelism in the area.     

Let’s give this pastor credit for raising some good issues.  
But let’s also hold them up to the light of Scripture, so that 
we face the issues he raises in light of Divine Viewpoint.   

First, everything we know about modern day Israel leads 
us to believe that it is a secular nation.  Not only have the 
Jews of Israel not turned to Christ in large numbers, they 
are not even, for the most part, practitioners of Judaism.  
Does this mean they cease to be God’s chosen people?  
Do the promises of Jeremiah 33 no longer have any appli-
cability?  Of course they do!   

The Jews of Zechariah 12 who look on “Him who they 
have pierced” and believe, are going to be the lost Jews of 
Israel who are either currently living in the Land of Israel (if 
Jesus returns soon) or their descendants (if Jesus returns 
in the more distant future).  In either case, we should  
recognize that, for the most part, the Jews are in a state of 
unbelief, just as the Bible says they will be, while God 
works through His Church. But we should also know the 
Abrahamic Covenant is still in effect, and it is in the best 
interests of the Church to recognize the special relation-
ship God has with His chosen people and the yet glorious 
future for those Jews who will believe.   
                                                       Continued on the next page. 



In the Beginning 
Wednesday, January 4:  Read Jeremiah 33 

(Continued) 
Does this mean that we need to approve of everything 
secular Israel does?  Certainly not.  But it is not hard to 
see that we have much more in common with the current 
mindset of Israel than any of the nations surrounding it.  
And, more to the point, we should have a special sense of 
their history, past and future, by means of God’s clear 
revelation to us.   

As for Muslim evangelism, the issue, as it always is—is 
faith in Jesus Christ—a Jew who was crucified.  Rather 
than downplay Jewish support so as not to offend Muslims 
(the cross already does), why not rejoice in this great truth 
of the Scriptures:   

In that day there will be a highway from Egypt  
to Assyria. The Assyrians will go to Egypt  

and the Egyptians to Assyria. The Egyptians  
and Assyrians will worship together.  

In that day Israel will be the third, along with Egypt 
and Assyria, a blessing on the earth.   

The LORD Almighty will bless them, saying,  
“Blessed be Egypt My people, Assyria My handiwork, 

and Israel My inheritance.”  Isaiah 19:23-25 

The message is clear, not only does believing Israel have 
a glorious future, but so too do all those who will turn and 
believe in Jesus as Savior—Jew or Muslim!  There is no 
other way for peace between the descendants of Sarah 
and the descendants of Hagar! 



In the Beginning 
Thursday, January 5:  Read Genesis 14 

This is a fascinating chapter because of how much is un-
said!  I have lots of questions, don’t you?  Let me share a 
few observations:   

 Abraham has already shown character when, at God’s 
command, he picks up and leaves Haran to go to Ca-
naan (Chapter 12).  Now he shows it again when, with-
out hesitation, he gathers the trained men of his house-
hold and sets off to rescue his nephew.  Although the 
kings mentioned in the narrative are leaders of cities 
and not countries, this is still a very bold and coura-
geous thing to do.   

 After obtaining victory, the mysterious Melchizedek  
arrives on the scene and blesses Abraham.  Just to set 
the record straight, Melchizedek makes it clear to Abra-
ham that it was God who had delivered Kedorlaomer 
and his allies into Abraham’s hand.   

 Given the fact that this portion of Genesis is all about 
Abraham and God’s promises to him, we should note 
with surprise that Melchizedek actually plays the role of 
someone more significant than Abraham.  I say that be-
cause it is always customary for the greater to bless the 
lesser (Melchizedek blessed Abraham); and Abraham 
offered a tenth of the plunder to Melchizedek.  We’ll 
straighten this out in tomorrow’s devotional.   

 And then notice how even now Abraham separates him-
self from the king of Sodom by rejecting any blessing 
from his hand, a contrast with his interaction with Mel-
chizedek.  It is almost as if even now he recognizes that 
anything from Sodom would be tainted.   

In particular, I see a point of application here:  Lot saw 
how close he could get to sin, while Abraham did his best 
to keep his distance from it.  We’ll see how that plays out 
a few chapters from now.   
 



In the Beginning 
Friday, January 6:  Read Hebrews 7 

Perhaps after yesterday’s reading you were still wondering 
about Melchizedek, and how he could possibly be greater 
than Abraham.  After reading Hebrews 7, I trust that mys-
tery has been cleared up.  First, Melchizedek was a real 
person.  He was both a king and a priest of the most high 
God, and he really did bless Abraham and receive a tenth 
of the plunder from him.  However, as the New Testament 
reveals, Melchizedek was a type of Christ.  Perhaps you 
remember the concept of a type from our study of Exodus.  
A Biblical type is a person or thing that presents in a lim-
ited way a future and more glorious fulfillment.  The future 
fulfillment is said to be the antitype.  So Melchizedek is a 
type of Jesus Christ.  

Can you see the connection between Melchizedek’s 
name, which means king of righteousness and king of 
peace, and its fulfillment in Christ?  And, of course, as a 
type of Christ, Melchizedek really was greater than Abra-
ham and so the offering of the tithe was most appropriate. 
There is another very important issue grounded in the  
typology of Melchizedek, the Kingship of Christ can be 
traced back through David and all the way to the kingly 
tribe of Judah (see Genesis 49:10).   But what about the 
priesthood of Christ?  For, it is essential that He represent 
us before God and, under the Mosaic Law, priests had to 
come from the line of Levi.  There were no priests from the 
tribe of Judah.  Problem solved via Melchizedek.  For God 
has declared regarding Jesus,  

“You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” 
Hebrews 7:17   

It is very good news for us that Jesus has a permanent 
priesthood!  Why?   

Therefore He (Jesus) is able to save completely those who 
come to God through Him, because He always lives to 

intercede for them.  Hebrews 7:25 



In the Beginning 
Monday, January 9:  Read Genesis 15 

As you can see, in the face of Abraham’s uncertainty, God 
reiterates the Abrahamic Covenant in Verses 5 and 7:   

“Look up at the heavens 
and count the stars. . .so 

shall your offspring 
be.”….“I am the Lord who 
brought you out of Ur of 

the Chaldeans to give  
you this land to take  

possession of it.”    

And in case there was any 
doubt about Abraham’s re-
sponse, Verse 6 settles it:  

Abraham believed the 
Lord, and He credited it  
to him as righteousness.   

Abraham was declared to be righteous (justified) before 
God, and what was the means by which he obtained this 
saved status?  The same as it always is—faith in who God 
is and what He has done!   

Let me ask you a question, “What work did Abraham do in 
order to be declared righteous?”  Before you answer, let 
me show you that God answers this very question for us in 
the second half of Chapter 15.  God has Abraham set up  
animal sacrifices, typical of the way in which covenants 
were established.  The two parties making the agreement 
would walk through the divided animals, and agree that 
the same thing should happen to the one who did not 
keep the terms of the agreement.   
                                                       Continued on the next page. 

 



In the Beginning 
Monday, January 9:  Read Genesis 15 

(Continued) 
But in Verse 12, a deep sleep comes over Abraham.  Only 
a smoking firepot and blazing torch, representing the pres-
ence of God, pass between the pieces to seal the agree-
ment.  But where is Abraham?  That’s the whole point. 
The Lord made a covenant, a contractual agreement, with 
Abraham in which Abraham did nothing.  The whole thing 
is predicated on the faithfulness of God and His capability 
to fulfill what He has promised.   

Now back to our question, what work did Abraham do in  
order to be declared righteous before God?  The answer 

is that he did no work 
at all!  His only action 
was to believe in the 
promise of God.  
When he believed 
God, he was  
declared righteous 
before God.   

The same thing is 
true for us in the 
Church-age: 

  This righteousness 
comes from God 

through faith  
in Jesus Christ to 

all who believe.   
Romans 3:22 

 



In the Beginning 
Tuesday, January 10:  Read Genesis 16 

Chapter 16 is meant to be a study in contrasts.  We ended 
Chapter 15 with God not only making a covenantal prom-
ise to Abraham, but making it very clear that it was God 
and God alone who would fulfill the promise.  Do you see 
how Chapter 16 starts out with Sarah thinking that God 
needs a little help and Abraham going along with what can 
only be described as an act of unbelief!  And so we have 
what I like to call “Operation Hagar.” 

How well does it work out for Abraham and Sarah to take 
things into their own hands?  In no time at all there is con-
flict between Sarah and Hagar (no surprises there).  Then 
in Chapter 21 conflict between the child of promise (Isaac) 
and that of human scheming.  And, how well has it worked 
out through the centuries?  Many of the Arab peoples 
trace their lineage back through Ishmael, including Mo-
hammed.  And, you can see that there is a long history of 
conflict between the offspring of Abraham that are a fulfill-
ment of the promise of God and those that are the result 
of human effort and planning.   

Over and over we see the difference between man’s ways 
and God’s ways. (Isaiah 55:8)  God’s ways are indeed 
higher and better than man’s.  How much conflict through 
the centuries, how much wasted effort and frustration in our 
own lives could be avoided if we would just take God at His 
Word and trust Him to fulfill His promises in His timing.   

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not to 
your own understanding.  In all your ways  

acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 



In the Beginning 
Wednesday, January 11:  Read Genesis 17 

In this chapter we have the inauguration of circumcision 
as an outward sign that the Jews were the covenant peo-
ple of God.  Because God placed such a premium upon it 
(“any uncircumcised male will be cut off from his people”), 
it has been a very important observance for the Jews 
down through the centuries.  Here are a few observations: 

 Did you note that God told Abraham to, “Walk before me 
and be blameless” at the beginning of the chapter?  This 
makes clear God’s desire for every justified person. It 
also sets the stage for circumcision to be a sign for a 
people who have already been called to be holy.   

 This is the chapter that changes Abraham’s name to the 
more familiar Abraham.  In keeping with the promises given 
to him, his name now means “father of many nations.”  

 Notice the repetition of the promises given to Abraham: 
he is going to have many descendants, be the father of 
many nations, and own Canaan as an everlasting pos-
session.  As has always been the case, these were 
given as unconditional covenants.   

 One last thing to note, and this specifically about circum-
cision.  The Jews eventually took this sign and turned it 
into something that made them feel superior to others, 
but acted as if it was without obligation.  I say superior to 
others because calling someone uncircumcised was a 
mark of derision. (I Samuel 17:26)  It is true, circumcision 
did set the Jews apart, but was it without any obligation, 
without any call upon their lives?  On the contrary, 

...circumcision is circumcision of the heart,  
by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s 

praise is not from other people, but from God. 
Romans 2:29  

This is always God’s way! 
 



In the Beginning 
Thursday, January 12:  Read Genesis 18 

The Lord appears to Abraham, along with two angels, and 
once again personally reiterates something that Abraham 
has been waiting to happen for decades.  He tried to force 
it with Hagar and that turned into a disaster.  By now, both 
he and Sarah have gotten so old that it seems hopeless.  
Of course I am talking about Abraham having a son.  For 
God has given Abraham great promises about being the 
father of a great nation, owning the land of Palestine, and 
being a blessing to the whole world.  Yet none of these 
can really be fulfilled without having children by Sarah and 
now that has left the realm of human possibility.   

I don’t think we often consider the struggle to trust the 
Lord that had to be going on in the soul of Abraham for so 
many years.  Verse 14 tells us the one thing that Abraham 
and every Christian today has to come to grips with:  

Is anything too hard for the Lord?  

Of course, the answer is no.  But that question is a lot eas-
ier to answer in theory than it is to believe in practice when 
you have to wait year after year.  Let me ask it in these 
ways: can God still act in the heart of an unrepentant child 
or spouse, can He see you through a difficult medical 
situation, can He give you boldness to bear witness to 
Him?  Is anything too hard for God?  Let me suggest that 
we can do all things through Christ Who gives us strength!  
Perhaps you are thinking of another time God said some-
thing very similar to one of His servants in Luke 1:37:   

“For nothing is impossible with God.”   

This is a reference to both the promise of the birth of John 
the Baptist and the virgin birth of Jesus Christ.  God has 
made it clear that His plans and purposes are not depend-
ent upon the laws of probability, but upon His faithfulness 
to His promises.  And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



In the Beginning 
Friday, January 13:  Read Genesis 19 

Whenever I think things are really a mess in our country, I 
am reminded by God’s Word that this is not unique to our 
time in history.  For example, the book of Judges speaks 
at length of the downward moral and spiritual spiral of the 
Israelites.  Then there is this passage right here in Gene-
sis 19 that tells of the mess of Lot’s life.   

I know there are many who teach that if you don’t live a 
certain kind of life, then it proves you aren’t really saved.  
The Bible seems to teach something different.  For it 
seems to indicate that if you are not very careful, not con-
stantly on your guard, then the world can corrupt you to 
the point that you don’t really look any different than an 
unbeliever. This is the case with the Corinthian Church in 
the New Testament and certainly seems to be the case 

with Lot.  He is living 
among a very depraved 
people, and he is fully 
aware of it as he tries to 
protect the two visitors to 
Sodom.   

As the narrative unfolds 
he offers his two virgin 
daughters to try and ap-
pease the sexual lust of 
the townspeople, and 
eventually has incest 
with his two daughters.  
As I said, what a mess!  I 
think this all began when 

Lot chose the plain of the Jordan back in Genesis 13 be-
cause of its visual appeal.  Perhaps you are wondering 
why I suggested Lot is a believer?   



In the Beginning 
Friday, January 13:  Read Genesis 19 

(Continued) 

First, back in Genesis 18, God agrees to spare Sodom if 
Abraham can find ten righteous people. He can’t find that 
many, but does rescue Lot and his family.  And then in  
II Peter 2:7-8 the Scripture tells us that God: 

. . .rescued Lot, a righteous man who was distressed  
by the filthy lives of lawless men (for that righteous 

man, living among them day after day, was tormented 
in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds  

he saw and heard). . . 

Two things to note:   

 This could only be the righteousness of justification, 
since there was little evidence of a righteous life. 

 Apparently he was not tormented enough to move!  
That was his second mistake.  The first mistake was 
choosing to live there.   

What came out of all of this?  Moab and Ammon were the 
result.  Choices do indeed have consequences.   



In the Beginning 
Monday, January 16:  Read Genesis 20 

Abraham has been the main character in the storyline of 
Genesis since back in Chapter 12.  And he has, at times, 
shown flashes of spirituality.  For example, his faith-
response to God’s covenantal promises through which he 
is justified in Chapter 15.  Also, the way he intercedes on 
behalf of Lot and his family in Chapter 18.  However, even 
a casual reading of Chapter 20 reveals that Abraham, like 
most of the rest of us, has his spiritual ups and downs.   

For there is really no way to justify, in terms of his walk 
with the Lord, Abraham’s arrangement with Sarah to iden-
tify themselves as brother and sister rather than husband 
and wife.  By this point in the narrative, we would expect 
Abraham to have grown past this deceitful and self-
centered plan.  Yet this is the second time we know of that 
Sarah has ended up in the harem of another man.  (I say it 
is self-centered because it seems to me he had his own 
safety in mind and not so much Sarah’s.  I can’t imagine 
this was helpful to their relationship.)   

Now perhaps you are thinking that this was reasonable 
behavior in light of the mindset of the day in which Abra-
ham lived and the grave risks they faced as wanderers in 
the land of Canaan.  Let me answer that with an indict-
ment from the pagan Abimelech himself.  

 And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, 
‘”What have you done to us? . . . You have done deeds to 

me that ought not to be done.”  Genesis 20:9  

 



In the Beginning 
Monday, January 16:  Read Genesis 20 

(Continued) 

You see, even this lost Canaanite knows that Abraham’s 
behavior is wrong!  It is never a good witness to our Lord 
when the watching world characterizes our behavior as 
deeds that “ought not to be done!” 

As for the grave risks that Abraham faced, what risks did 
he face in light of the promises God had given him?  Is not 
God able to deal with the Abimelechs of this world?  He 
certainly did in this narrative despite the unbelief of Abra-
ham.  And now to bring it home to us, what risks do we 
face in light of the many promises God has given us?  The 
one we should be most concerned about is right here in 
the text, unbelief with respect to who God really is and of 
what He is capable! 

 
 



In the Beginning 
Tuesday, January 17:  Read Genesis 21 

Chapter 21 records the fulfillment of a promise, Abraham 
and Sarah have a son.  He is given the name Isaac, which 
means “he laughs.”  A few observations about this son:  

 Although Isaac is another example of God’s faithfulness, 
we should realize that it was a promise that took 25 
years to fulfill.  God always does things in His timing, 
and just like Abraham, we need to adjust.   

 The odds of probability have nothing to do with the fulfill-
ment of God’s promises.  He made that very clear in this 
incident.  Is it possible that a 75-year-old man and a 65-
year-old woman could have a child?  Just barely.  How 
about a 100-year-old man and a 90-year-old woman?  
Zero chance!  So is this a miracle?  Absolutely!  But with 
God all things are possible, and perhaps part of the rea-
son for the delay in fulfilling His promise to Abraham 
was for no other reason than that we would learn to de-
pend upon Him to fulfill His promises in His time.   

 Short cuts to fulfill the plan of God end in disaster, as we 
see with the ongoing saga of Hagar and Ishmael.  It is 
not that it hinders the plan of God, as much as that the 
consequences seem to go on and on.  For Ishmael too 
is going to be the source of many nations and they are 
going to be those who in the future persecute the Jews.   

When you and I have a choice between trusting in the 
promises of God and taking matters into our own hands, it 
is helpful to remember Ishmael and the ongoing impact of 
bad choices. 

 The matter distressed Abraham greatly because  
it concerned his son.  Genesis 21:11   

Lastly, even the name of the child, “he laughs” is a re-
minder that God knows what is going on in our hearts, and 
He is constantly calling us to turn to Him in dependent 
faith, for “He will provide,” as we see in the next chapter.   



In the Beginning 
Wednesday, January 18:  Read Galatians 4 

For some, the way Hagar and Ishmael are treated in 
Genesis 21 is problematic.  Galatians 4 may help us to 
understand. It is not that God is not going to bless Ishmael 
as the son of Abraham, for He is.  Ishmael is also going to 
be the father of a number of nations, nations which in the 
future will persecute the Jews.  The issue is laid out for us 
starting in Galatians 4:21.  Ishmael is the son of a slave 
woman and born in the usual way.  Isaac is the son of a 
free woman (Sarah) and born supernaturally as the result 
of a promise from God.   

And then in Verse 24 Paul does an unusual thing.  He 
takes the historical reality of Isaac and Ishmael and makes 
spiritual application by treating them figuratively.  Shock-
ingly to any Jew who reads this, Hagar represents the 
covenant made at Mt. Sinai, which is the Mosaic Law.  
Furthermore, she represents all Jews who are currently 
enslaved to the system of legalism that has developed out 
of the Mosaic Law.  On the other hand, Sarah represents 
those who are part of the heavenly Jerusalem. I believe 
we could extend this to those who are living under the new 
covenant as described in Jeremiah 31 and Hebrews 9.  
Notice how this fourth chapter of Galatians closes:  

Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the  
slave woman, but of the free woman. 

It is for this reason that Chapter 5 continues the thought: 
 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.   

Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery.  Galatians 5:1  

Do you see the power of this doctrinal development?  To 
put yourself back under the law, as a Christian, is to figu-
ratively choose to become a child of Hagar rather than of 
the free-woman Sarah!  Why would we ever choose to do 
such a thing?    



In the Beginning 
Thursday, January 19:  Read Genesis 22 

Abraham’s obedience to God in being willing to sacrifice 
his son—the child of promise for which he had been wait-
ing for over two decades—is an amazing narrative. Many 
get hung up on the issue of, “How could a father do this?”  
I have heard pagan intellectuals think they can show the 
pagan roots of Christianity using this narrative.  They have 
missed the whole point, haven’t they?  The singular fea-
ture of this chapter is this: after many years of waiting, and 
many struggles through unbelief, Abraham has reached 
the point that he is completely dependent upon God, not 
only in his actions, but also in his thinking.    

Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead,  
and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back 

from the dead.  Hebrews 11:19 

Note how it has taken Abraham many decades and all the 
way from Genesis 15 to arrive at this point.  This level of 
faith takes time, trials, and a seeking heart to develop.  
But, oh, what a marvelous example for us.  Our circum-
stances are going to be completely different, but God will 
bring many things our way to test our faith and develop it.  
When we fail, we simply need to confess our lack of faith, 
spend more time with the promises of God’s Word, and 
strive to walk by His Spirit.  For in the same way that Abra-
ham was called “Abraham My friend” (Isaiah 41:8), so too 
we can have this kind of deep fellowship with God as we 
learn to trust and rely upon Him.   

Let us encourage one another to do so... 

and all the more as you see the Day approaching!   
Hebrews 10:25 



Return to Philippians 
Friday, January 20:  Read Philippians 2 

As we turn back to our study in the book of Philippians, 
we pick up where we left off.  Christ has set us an ex-
ample of character, in particular humility as He took on 

humanity in order to go to the cross on our behalf.   
We are going to be greatly challenged as we learn how 

God expects this to impact our lives as Christians.   

In previous devotion books, we had made it as far as 
Chapter 2, Verse 11 when we left off.  Now, as you refresh 
your memory by reading through Chapter 2 again, let me 
ask you a few questions:  

 Is the Christian Life portrayed as being easy?  

 Is the effort it takes to become a Christian the same 
thing as the effort it takes to live the Christian Life? 

 Is it Biblical to communicate a message that implies that 
becoming a Christian means that your problems will be 
over?   

After reading through Chapter 2, and seeing these admo-
nitions, the answers to these questions would have to be 
no, no, and no: 

 ...in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
Verse 3 

...have an attitude the same as that of Christ Jesus,... 
Verse 5 

...work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 
Verse 12 

...do everything without complaining. . .becoming 
blameless and pure,…  Verse 14 

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Philippians 
Friday, January 20:  Read Philippians 2 

(Continued) 
As we get back into our study of Philippians, let me give 
you two things to consider.  First, we must understand that 
there is a difference between the challenges associated 
with becoming a Christian and living as one.  The chal-
lenge to become a Christian is to turn from trusting in all 
manner of vain (empty) things and placing our trust in the 
one sure anchor for our faith—the Lord Jesus Christ.  
There are no works on our part simply because we are not 
capable of adding anything to the salvation provided by 
our God through the finished work of the cross.  On the 
other hand, once we have become new creatures in 
Christ, God has made available the resources necessary 
for us to live on a much higher plain. These resources 
would include both the Word of God and the Spirit of God. 

Second, the Christian Life is a very high calling and we 
shouldn’t feel the 
need to be the 
least bit apolo-
getic about this.  
What else should 
we expect for 
those who 
through faith in 
Christ have be-
come part of the 
elect?   

Praise God for 
this high calling 
and His gracious 
provision to live 
up to it! 
 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, January 23:  Read Ephesians 5 

It doesn’t matter our profession or stage of life, there is no 
higher calling than to follow after the Lord Jesus Christ.  In 
order to reinforce this thought, I would like to consider Phi-
lippians 2:12-13 for the next few days:   

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always 
obeyed—not only in my presence, by now much more in 
my absence—continue to work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to 

will and to act according to His good purpose.  

So what does it mean to “work out your salvation?”  You 
should be thinking, “I thought a person is saved by faith 
alone in Christ alone, and that once a person has come to 
God through Christ, he or she is His child forever!”  If this 
is what you are thinking, you would be correct on both 
counts.  This verse is talking about God’s intent for those 
who have believed.  In other words, this verse refers to 
what is to follow our becoming a child of God.  Consider 
the following illustration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, January 23:  Read Ephesians 5 

(Continued) 

So then, a person is saved from hell to heaven by faith 
alone in Christ alone and apart from any added works.  
However, there is also a second aspect of our salvation 
that is the subject of Philippians 2:12-13.  This refers to 
the number of days that God has given us, as Christians, 
on this earth.  And we must understand that God’s intent 
is that we save (deliver) the days that He has given us, 
each and every one of them, from carnality to fruitfulness.  
To fail to do so is to squander the potential associated 
with the Christian Life.   

On the other hand, to live those days in fruitfulness is to 
“redeem the time” as Paul encourages us to do in today’s 
reading.  Look very carefully at Ephesians 5:15-17 and 
see if you can see exactly what I have been trying to  
explain in Paul’s admonition to the believers in Ephesus.  
We’ll continue with this tomorrow. 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, January 24:  Read James 2 

With the three phases of our salvation clearly in mind, we 
have come to an understanding that, when Paul is encour-
aging believers to “work our their salvation in fear and 
trembling,” he is talking about Phase 2 of the Christian 
Life, our daily walk.  So now let’s ask the question, “How 
do we do this?”  The answer is contained in our passage, 
Philippians 2:12-13: 

...for it is God who works in you to will and  
to act according to His good pleasure.   

We can see one aspect of this in today’s reading in 
James.  

 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is 
so prevalent, and humbly accept the Word planted in 

you, which can save you.  James 1:21 

Consider also Verse 25:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, January 24:  Read James 2 (Continued) 

James is clearly talking to believers.  See James 1:19 and 
2:1.  And throughout the book, he is talking about the very 
practical aspects of sanctification:  get rid of moral filth and 
connect godly deeds with your faith.  This is the very same 
subject that we found in Philippians 2:12-13.  So again, I 
ask the question, “How do we do this?” 

James 1:21 tells us one of the means that God has pro-
vided—do you see it?  It is the Word of God, residing in 
the soul of the believer, that is able to “save” him or her.  
This does not mean save from hell to heaven, but to save 
the believer from wasting his or her life in vain pursuits.  
To save the believer from getting tangled up in the affairs 
of this world, rather than the “good purposes” of God.   

And make no mistake about it, when the child of God 
humbly accepts (responds to) the Word of God, then God 
is able to work within us: 

...to will and to act according to His good pleasure!   

Isn’t this ulti-
mately the aim 
of both writing 
and studying 
this devo-
tional?  It is 
the aim of this 
study to help 
us to humbly 
accept the 
truths of God’s 
Word that it 
might daily “deliver” us from squandering what God has so 
graciously provided!   



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, January 25:  Read Galatians 5 

Continuing with the thread we started yesterday, God is 
not only at work in you “to will and to act according to His 
good pleasure” by means of His Word.  But, as we see in 
today’s reading, God is also at work in us by means of His 
Spirit.   

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature.  Galatians 5:16    

We need to understand very plainly what this verse (and 
its context) is telling us.  There is a struggle going on in 
the life of every believer.  Each of us will either be living a 
life in keeping with the desires of the flesh or in keeping 
with the desires of the Spirit.  And this is a moment by mo-
ment struggle, thus the admonition in this passage to live 
by or, as many translations say, walk in the Spirit.   

Perhaps it will be even more clear if we pause to study the 
Greek word translated live.  It is a compound word in 
which the two halves literally mean to “walk around a pe-
rimeter,” like a guard on duty might walk the perimeter of 
the camp.  When you apply this to a person’s life, as sug-
gested in Galatians 5:16, it carries the idea of wherever 
you go and whatever you do you should be filled with the 
Spirit.  And now you can see why the translators jumped 
ahead to the end result “live by the Spirit!” 

Do you see how this is all coming together?  We work out 
our salvation in “fear and trembling” when we do what is 
necessary to “live by the Spirit” so that we can line up with 
the will of God that His purposes be accomplished in us!  
The two biggest things we can do to aid the Spirit’s work 
in our lives are to confess sin as quickly as it occurs in our 
lives—and to keep on: 

...craving the pure spiritual milk of the Word.  I Peter 2:2 



Return to Philippians 
Thursday, January 26:  Read John 15 

If you really want to “work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling. . .” realizing that “. . .it is God who works in you 
to will and to act according to His good purpose,” then 
there is something essential that has to become part of 
your daily, or at least regular, routine.  You can find that 
something in John Chapter 15.  You might not immedi-
ately connect it with our passage in Philippians 2, but I as-
sure you it is essential to perpetuate the message of Phi-
lippians 2 through time.  I am referring to the mandate of 
Jesus to “abide in Him.”\  For just as,  

No branch can bear fruit by itself;  
it must remain in the vine.  John 15:4 

So too, neither can we bear fruit unless we abide in the 
true Vine that is Jesus Christ.  This is connected to Philip-
pians by John 15:5:  

If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear  
much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.  

Do you see it?  Unless we are abiding in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we can do nothing.  This means that there is no 
“working out” of our salvation!  Now perhaps you can see 
why I say that it has to become part of our regular routine.  
There are a million and one things that tend to occupy our 
time—even more when we are involved in ministry.  We 
have to make abiding in Christ a priority!  This means that 
we have to set aside time to make sure that we are think-
ing His thoughts and pondering His ways as they both ap-
ply to our lives.  Of course the topics we have already 
studied, the Word of God and the filling of the Spirit, are 
essential for this.  But so is a time of quiet when we can 
simply listen to what the Lord might have to say to us, typi-
cally through a combination of His Word, circumstances, 
and the Spirit.  In fact, doesn’t “fear and trembling” de-
mand time to ponder His essence and revere His nature?    



Return to Philippians 
Friday, January 27:  Read Galatians 4 

Before moving on from our lessons based upon Philippi-
ans 2:12-13, there is one final thing I would like you to 
ponder.  Consider the answer to the question, “What is 
God’s good purpose for my life?”  We should consider it a 
bit, because that is ultimately behind God’s working in our 
lives.  Now of course, there are many commands in Scrip-
ture that apply to all of us, but consider the following three 
items that I believe the Scriptures clearly articulate as part 
of God’s purposes for every Believer:   

 That our lives as believers would be characterized by 
appropriating the Word of God and walking by the Spirit 
of God such that we progressively become more holy—
more set apart unto the Lord.  

Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. 
II Corinthians 6:17   

 As we become separate, the process described in Gala-
tians 4:19 occurs:  

My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains  
of childbirth until Christ is formed in you. . .  

 You can see this same thing described in additional de-
tail in Romans 8:29-f.   

 God also intends that we would fill the role of witness, 
herald, and ambassador:  

 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making His appeal through us. II Corinthians 5:20 

 For as this passage says, God has “committed to us the 
message of reconciliation.”   

Perhaps you can add more to this list.  But, even this short 
list helps us understand that progressive sanctification, with 
the intent of becoming ever more Christ-like and being a 
faithful witness to our Savior, is certainly a high calling and 
something we could never accomplish apart from the grace 
provision of God.  And all God’s people said, “Amen.” 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, January 30:  Read Numbers 11 

(Philippians 2:14‐16) 
After spending a week investigating what is to be the daily 
mindset of every Believer as found in Philippians 2:12-13, 
we are now going to see what a congregation would look 
like should it collectively work out its salvation with fear 
and trembling!  And, that should be our goal as a Church 
fellowship for it would be a glorious thing to behold!   

For today, we will consider something we have to be care-
ful not to do:  

Do everything without complaining or arguing. . .  
Philippians 2:14   

 

 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, January 30:  Read Numbers 11 

(Philippians 2:14‐16) (Continued) 
The verb in this opening phrase is an imperative, so this is 
a command to the Church in Philippi that applies equally 
to our local fellowship.  We can improve our understand-
ing by realizing the word translated complaining carries 
the idea of sullen murmurings, and the word translated  
arguing has the idea of constantly stirring up disputes.   

So you have the picture of small groups constantly mur-
muring against where the fellowship is going and others 
stirring up controversy wherever they can. Not a pretty pic-
ture as you can see by today’s reading in Numbers 11.  If 
you peek ahead into Numbers 12, you will see what it 
looks like when this kind of behavior is going on among 
leadership.   

So let me ask you, even though the Israelites are God’s 
chosen people, miraculously delivered from bondage in 
Egypt and now on their way to the Promised Land, how do 
they appear from the outside looking in when they are 
murmuring and disputing among themselves?   

Wouldn’t you agree that this type of behavior would be just 
as inappropriate for the Church?  That is what is meant 
when Ephesians 5:27 says the Church is to be  

...without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish... 

The Church is not to show such behavior to the outside 
world looking in!  That is the whole point Paul is making, 
the Church is to have no murmurings and no stirring up of 
disputes.   



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, January 31:  Read Luke 16 

(Philippians 2:14‐16) 
As we saw yesterday, murmuring and promoting dissen-
sion within the fellowship is completely out of place for 
God’s people.  For God wants a people that are 
“blameless and pure!”  The Greek word translated pure 
means unmixed.  I see it as a constant reminder of how 
we must actively work to keep any kind of leaven (sin) 
from gaining even a tiny foothold within our fellowship!   

Now as we do this as part of working out our salvation 
with fear and trembling, what would we look like?  The an-
swer is like a bright light, or according to the text, stars 
which shine brightly in the midst of a “crooked and de-
praved generation.”   

It is important for us to remember that the generation to 
which we minister is crooked and depraved as well. We 
are not to look like them, but rather as representatives of 
the Lord Jesus Christ we are to be light to those lost!  This 
is the legacy of the new birth in Christ:  

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord. Live as children of light. Ephesians 5:8   

And then as a practical matter, it is just plain common 
sense that: 

No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar  
or puts it under a bed.  Instead, he puts it  

on a stand, so that those who come in  
can see the light.  Luke 16:8   

 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, January 31:  Read Luke 16 

(Philippians 2:14‐16) (Continued) 
God wants His people, the Church, to be a beacon of light 
in the midst of a world that is progressively turning deeper  
and deeper into rebellion against God.  And this is exactly 
what will happen if we “work out our salvation with fear 
and trembling,” appropriating what God has provided in 
terms of the Word and Spirit, and watching ourselves 
closely lest any leaven spoil our testimony to a watching 
and desperately needy world.   
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