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Daily Devotional 
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Send forth Your light and Your truth, 
let them guide me; let them bring me 
to Your holy mountain, to the place 

where You dwell. 
  Psalm 43:3 



Foreword 
I love the start of the year.  It is always a great time to 
reset one’s hope in the Lord and 
what He can do for us as a  
people who are fully devoted 
and dependent upon Him!  I am 
going to start the year with a 
few days devoted to New Year 
thoughts, ways we can reset 
ourselves for 2019, followed by 
several days on our theme of 
the year: If the Foundations Be 
Destroyed. .  . 

From there we will return to our 
studies in Daniel and in Acts.  I 
also intend to start something new this year.  Specifically, 
we will introduce a focus upon the Basics of the Christian 
Life.  We won’t get into this before the end of January, as 
we will just move back into Daniel by the end of this 
month.  But, look for devotions on this topic in February.  
May God add His blessing to the reading and study of His 
Word throughout the coming year.   

In His grace,  

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1982 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 



New Year Thoughts 
Tuesday, January 1: Read Psalm 85 

As we start the year, let me add one more item which I 
trust typifies our fellowship each and every year.  I am 
thinking of Verse 6:  

Will You not revive us again, that your people may 
rejoice in You?  

The word revive means to restore vitality and vigor—
spiritually speaking!  From time to time, we all struggle 
with a time of spiritual doldrums.  When you do, turn to 
the Lord for it is He who can “revive us again!”   

Note the context.  The people have been bogged down 
with sin, but they have turned to the Lord for forgiveness 
and are asking the Lord to revive them again—to show 
His unfailing love and His peace and to preserve them 
from folly.  The trials of the people of God are indeed the 
same from generation to generation.  What a great way to 
start the year by setting aside some time to reflect and 
look to the Lord for the spiritual vitality that only He can 
provide.   

Sometimes we are like a plant whose leaves are drooping, 
still alive but in a sorry-looking state.  What’s needed?  
For the plant, it is water, sunlight, and food.  For the 
Christian, it is to confess known sin in the life, to get back 
under the teaching of God’s Word, to fellowship with 
God’s people, and to worship our great God.  To abide in 
Christ in this way always brings vitality to the branches 
that are firmly abiding in the one True Vine!  Best wishes 
for a spiritually vital and vigorous new year both individu-
ally, in your extended families, and corporately. 

In His grace, 
Pastors Kevin and Peter 



New Year Thoughts 
Wednesday, January 2: Read Psalm 34  

What could be more appropriate than to continue into the 
new year with praise unto our God.  The bulk of Psalm 34 
gives many, many reasons to give thanks and praise to 
the Lord.  Let me mention a few: The Lord answers when 
we seek Him, He delivers us from our fears, He is close to 
the broken-hearted (which applies to all of us at some 
time or another), the angel of the Lord encamps around 
those who fear Him, He blesses those who take refuge in 
Him, and those who seek Him lack nothing.   

Study the psalm.  See for your-
self, there are many, many more 
reasons to give thanks and 
praise.  And then, consider the 
course of your own life.  The 
Lord has carried you many 
times.  He has given you cause 
to praise Him.  Now having said 
all this, let me draw your atten-
tion to the first three verses of 
Psalm 34.  For this is really the crux: Given what the Lord 
has done, are we doing these things?  Do we “extol the 
Lord at all times” (during our recreational pursuits)?  Is 
His “praise always on our lips” (even in a gathering of the 
lost)?  Do those in our periphery who are afflicted in any 
of a hundred ways rejoice because “our soul boasts in the 
Lord?”  Do we gather with other like-minded individuals 
for the sole purpose of “glorifying the Lord and exalting 
His Name” as a body of those who “worship Him and Him 
alone”?   

This psalm reminds us that we should.  He has given us 
cause, and He is worthy!  Spend some time with the Lord 
today with His praise on your lips!   



New Year Thoughts 
Thursday, January 3: Read Psalm 150 

One day set aside for the topic of praise did not seem like 
enough.  We cannot go wrong starting the new year by 
giving the Lord His due!  I suggest you read this short 
psalm several times.  The first five verses are set aside 
primarily to how we can praise the Lord.  This is certainly 
not meant to limit other aspects of praise or to be overly 
rigid in form.  What I want to draw your attention to  
today is the very last verse of this psalm: 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
              Psalm 150:6  

This is a statement of how it should be!  Every living  
creature owes its life to the Creator: 

 . . .He Himself gives all men life and breath and 
everything else.          Acts 17:25  

The only fitting response of the creature is to:  

. . .glorify God and give Him thanks.     Romans 1:21   

But, of course, we know this is not the case.  Man, the 
creature, is in a state of rebellion against the Creator  
having believed and acted upon the lie of Satan.  Now he 
is estranged from the One who created and loves Him.  
With that background, this psalm is a reminder of how 
things should be—what we were created for.  As one of 
His children, it is very clear what I should do—praise the 
Lord!  Perish the thought that I would be too busy with 
my own concerns, my own interests—even with ministry—
to do that which every living creature should do.  Perhaps 
our personal example will never be one which draws many 
to Christ, but we can be the examples of ones who do 
what is fitting in the Lord’s sight—praise Him!   

What a worthy God we serve.   



Our 2019 Theme 
Friday, January 4: Read Psalm 11  

Our theme for this coming year comes from Psalm 11:  

 If the foundations are destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?               Psalm 11:3   

This verse raises a question that is on the heart of many  
Christians in America.  If what we hold precious, both Bib-
lically and culturally, is being systematically attacked and 
dismantled by those who hold power in the society in 
which we live, what can the righteous do?   

 

 

 



Our 2019 Theme 
Friday, January 4: Read Psalm 11 

(Continued)  
Thus, this is our theme for the year 2019:  

 If the foundations are destroyed. . .?    

For the next few days we will do some advance reading 
and pondering in order to be ready to investigate this 
topic in the sermon series that starts the first Sunday of 
the new year.  A few things to note as we begin:  

 The very question we raise assumes there are founda-
tions—established by God—upon which mankind is to 
live, relate, and function.  We will spend a good 
amount of time investigating what these foundations 
might be, and the consequences for destroying them.  

 I take the righteous man mentioned in Verse 3 to be 
one who is justified before God by virtue of having 
placed his or her faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. 

This righteousness from God comes through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all who believe.    Romans 3:22   

 This study is meant to be practical as well as Biblical.  
So, not only will we try to identify the God-given foun-
dations that are under attack, we will also see what 
the Bible has to say in answer to the question: 

. . .what can the righteous do? 

What can we do?  How are we to handle that which is  
often heart-rending to watch?  I trust both aspects of this 
study will be a blessing to you and to our fellowship.   



Our 2019 Theme 
Monday, January 7: Read Proverbs 3 

What can the righteous do when the Biblical foundations 
within a society are being destroyed?  Today’s reading 
gives very clear guidance:  

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not  
on your own understanding; in all your ways  
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths 
straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the 
Lord and shun evil.          Proverbs 3:5-7 

This is helpful because it greatly simplifies the response of 
the believer.  No matter what the society around us is  
doing, no matter how bad things might get, our first call-
ing is to trust in the Lord with all our hearts!  We don’t 
have to figure out a solution.  We don’t have to come up 
with a plan.  But, we do need to: 

 . . .walk in the fear of the Lord and shun evil.    



Our 2019 Theme 
Monday, January 7: Read Proverbs 3 

(Continued) 
Allow me to go back to Friday’s reading and you will see 
much the same message in Psalm 11.  For the psalmist 
answers his own question:   

 In essence, Psalm 11:1-2 says, “Don’t give me a  
strategy for safety—for it is in the Lord I take refuge!”   

 There is always the chance for panic to set in at the 
things that are going on around us.  But, this is to act 
as if God is no longer on His throne and things are up 
for grabs!  And yet, the psalmist reminds us: 

The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord is on His 
heavenly throne.          Psalm 11:4   

God is in charge!  His sovereignty over all things has 
never been threatened and never will be!   

 God is going to set wrongs to right, for: 

He observes the sons of men; His eyes examine 
them. . . the wicked and those who love violence  
His soul hates. . .fiery coals and burning sulfur;  
a scorching wind will be their lot.    Psalm 11:4-6  

 And the best news of all:   

. . .upright men will see His face.     Psalm 11:7   

 Never forget that our future hope and glory is: 

 . . .to be absent from the body and to be present 
with the Lord.           II Corinthians 5:8 



Our 2019 Theme 
Tuesday, January 8: Read Revelation 21  

Of course, as we look at the topic of foundations, we 
really need to go to Genesis Chapter 1: 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and  
the earth.           Genesis 1:1  

And then the amplifying truth from Psalm 33:6-9:  

By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made, 
their starry host by the breath of His mouth. . .Let 
all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the 
world revere Him.  For He spoke and it came to be; 
He commanded and it stood firm.  

The creative acts of God are certainly foundational and, 
once understood, as the psalmist makes clear, should 
prompt a response of reverent fear of the Lord.  Then 
why are we reading in Revelation 21 today?  Because I 
wanted you to read about another creative act: The crea-
tion of a new heaven, new earth, and a new Jerusalem.   



Our 2019 Theme 
Tuesday, January 8: Read Revelation 21  

(Continued) 
I wanted you to read what the new environment is going 
to be like:   

Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will 
live with them.  They will be His people, and God 
Himself will be with them. . .He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes.  There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.      Revelation 21:3-4    

Surely this is the hope of every Christian!  And yet, if God 
didn’t really do the creative work of Genesis 1, how can 
we be sure he can do the creative work of Revelation 21?  
If He didn’t speak our material universe into being and 
then command it to remain until a time of His own choos-
ing when He loosens it once again (II Peter 3:12), then 
how do we know He can carry out the promise of a new 
heaven without death?   

Doubting the foundations brings the future into doubt, 
which is exactly why Satan has brought the truth of the 
past under attack.  He wants the future to be no more 
under God’s sovereignty and omnipotence than the past.  
The academic elites of our day may live without a founda-
tion, but, upon the authority of God’s Word, we can know 
what is coming, because God has already displayed His 
omnipotence, omniscience, and sovereignty in the past.  
God is the same today, yesterday, and forever. (Hebrews 
13:8) 

God is more than able to do all that He has said He will 
do.  So, hold fast to your firm foundations!  



Our 2019 Theme 
Wednesday, January 9: Read Genesis 6 

Proverbs 11 talks about the foundations being destroyed.  
Have you picked up on the way I am trying to make appli-
cation from this verse?  

What I have in mind is this: If the foundational teachings 
of the Bible are removed, then what is the impact on our 
faith?  I want you to think about this, because if the foun-
dations are removed, to some degree we are complicit in 
allowing them to be so.   

Those churches, which no longer teach creation as re-
corded in Genesis 1, have chosen to ignore it because 
they think it has been superseded by the pronouncements 
of modern day science.  They either don’t want the  
ridicule that goes with holding to a counter-culture  
position, or they simply no longer believe it to be true.  
Either way, one of the foundational pieces of truth that 
God has given us will have been destroyed.  As you can 
imagine, there will be consequences.    

 
  



Our 2019 Theme 
Wednesday, January 9: Read Genesis 6 

(Continued) 
Part of what we are studying are those consequences in 
an effort to encourage us to hold fast to what God has 
given us.  For God has built a tremendous structure of  
redemption upon the foundational truths of His Word.   

So with that bit to stimulate your thinking, let’s consider 
the Noahic Flood 
of Genesis Chapter 
6.  If the teaching 
of Genesis 1 has 
been undermined 
by academia, then 
God’s revelation to 
us through Noah’s 
flood has been dis-
missed by means 
of ridicule.  So 
what do we lose if 
we remove Noah as an individual, and the flood as an 
event, from our Bibles?  And by remove it, I don’t mean 
tear it out.  I mean become apathetic to it, acting as if it is 
either untrue or not worth contending for!    

Again, I admonish you: If and when the foundations are 
destroyed, the righteous are in trouble.  What can they 
do?  Where do they turn for something solid?  Don’t give 
the foundations away, you will lose far more in terms of 
truth and understanding than you will ever gain in accep-
tance from the world.  So, what hinges upon the revela-
tion of Genesis 6?  I have challenged your thinking 
enough for today.  Ponder it yourself and we will consider 
this very question further tomorrow.   



Our 2019 Theme 
Thursday, January 10: Read II Peter 2 

We have been investigating the theme for 2019: If the 
foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?  It 
is a rhetorical question which needs more context.  Cer-
tainly, if the foundations provided by God to be the an-
chors of our faith are given away by the righteous, they 
are in a lot of trouble for there are no worthwhile replace-
ments.  That is one thing this study can help avoid.  Our 
goal is to demonstrate how foundational in particular are 
the truths contained in the Book of Genesis.   
It is a different situation altogether if the world rejects 
these foundations.  What, then, do the righteous do?  
Why should we hold on to these foundations in the midst 
of deepening gloom and potential persecution?  Let’s al-
low Genesis 6, from yesterday’s reading, to answer:   
 We should hold on because the righteous always find 

grace from the Lord—just as Noah did. (Genesis 6:8)    
 We should never be surprised at how far evil can go.  

That is amply illustrated in this book of foundations: 
 . . .every inclination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil all the time.                           Genesis 6:5  

 Because the flood is an historical event that demon-
strated God’s ability to reach in and judge evil, it gives 
great weight to the situation in our day:  
. . .if He (God) did not spare the ancient world when 
He brought the flood on its ungodly people, but  
protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and 
seven others. . .if this is so, then the Lord knows 
how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the 
unrighteous for the day of judgment.    II Peter 2:5, 9   

Frankly, I think that’s all the reason we need.  The Lord 
will rescue the righteous and hold the unrighteous for 
judgment.  Hold fast to what the Lord has provided.   



Our 2019 Theme 
Friday, January 11: Read Genesis 4:1-16 

and Proverbs 22:6 
Instead of reading through Genesis, we are studying sam-
ples that demonstrate how much foundational truth—how 
much that is so helpful in explaining what we are experi-
encing in our day—is contained in the opening chapters of 
the Bible.  If we give it away, we are foolish indeed!  By 
doing so, we will cut ourselves adrift from the truth.  To-
day’s reading is another clear example.  Many a Christian 
parent has tried to follow this admonition in Proverbs:  

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when 
he is old he will not turn from it.    Proverbs 22:6 

Many parents even feel a sense of failure when their child 
is not walking as he or she should as an adult.  Yet, there 
is the other side of the coin in Genesis 4.  At this point, 
Adam and Eve have sinned.  God has revealed the curse 
associated with their sin that has, in turn, impacted the 
entire world—its life as well as its very structure.  Thus, in 
Genesis 4, the truth of Romans 5:19 is clearly seen:  

. . .through the disobedience of the one man the 
many were made sinners. . . .  

In Genesis 4:1-2, we have two boys—same home.  What 
happens?  One acts in obedient reverence to God and the 
other manifests a sin problem.  For God told Cain: 

 . . .sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have 
you, but you must master it.       Genesis 4:7  

Many dismiss the direct origin of the human race from 
Adam and Eve, much less the origin of sin.  However, 
these explanations in Genesis—regarding disobedience, 
sin, the curse of sin, each child born a sinner, the family as 
the place of training, and the responsibility of each child to 
make his or her own decisions with respect to the indwell-
ing sin nature—have extraordinary explanatory power!  



Our 2019 Theme 
Monday, January 14: Read Genesis 12 

In Genesis Chapter 12, we have the foundation of the 
Abrahamic Covenant—an unconditional promise made by 
God to Abraham.  Reread it with a few more details from 
following chapters:  

 “I (God) will make you (Abraham) into a great nation 
and I will bless you; I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who 
bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and 
all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.  
            Genesis 12:1-3 

All the land that you see I will give to you and your 
offspring forever.  I will make your offspring like 
the dust of the earth.       Genesis 13:15-16   
I will establish my covenant as an everlasting  
covenant between Me and you and your descen-
dants after you for the generations to come, to be 
your God and the God of your descendants after 
you.  The whole land of Canaan, where you are now 
an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to 
you and your descendants. . .         Genesis 17:7-8  

Abraham is promised a posterity and a land forever.  Fur-
thermore, the Jewish people, Abraham’s descendants, are 
going to be under God’s special care.  There is so much 
confusion about Palestine and to whom it really belongs 
because the truths of Genesis have been rejected by 
fallen man.  But man’s rejection hasn’t in the least nulli-
fied a single one of these promises.  Shame on the church 
that has allowed these promises to be ignored or forgot-
ten in order to accommodate the spirit of the age.  If we 
want to be on the side of both truth and blessing, we 
need to keep in mind that the Jewish people remain the 
“apple of His eye” (Zechariah 2:8) and He will “curse those 
who curse them.”  (Genesis 12:3) 

 



Our 2019 Theme 
Tuesday, January 15: Read Daniel 2 

We read Daniel Chapter 2 not too long ago, so the con-
tent should be familiar.  Pay attention to the interpretation 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream as laid out in Daniel 2:36-45.  
In particular:  

In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will 
set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor 
will it be left to another people.  I will crush all 
those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it 
will itself endure forever.        Daniel 2:44  

Do you see how this is foundational truth?  God is going 
to put an end to every world dominion and establish a 
kingdom that will never end.  Do the present rulers of this 
world act in keeping with the reality of Daniel 2?  Hardly!  
For this foundation has been brushed aside as an obscure 
Old Testament passage.   
           Continued on the next page. 



Our 2019 Theme 
Tuesday, January 15: Read Daniel 2 

(Continued) 
Furthermore, this foundational truth is directly connected 
to yesterday’s reading.  For who do you think is going to 
be the sovereign over this kingdom that God is going to 
establish, and where do you suppose it is going to be  
located?  We find the answers in Isaiah 9:   

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be upon His shoulders.  And  
He will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase 
of His government there will be no end.  He will 
reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom. . . 
from that time on and forever.     Isaiah 9:6-7   

The only way you can have two forever kingdoms is if 
they are one and the same.  
That means it is going to be the 
Lord Jesus Christ who is going 
to establish a kingdom to end all 
kingdoms.  Furthermore, His 
kingdom will last forever, and 
will be established, at least ini-
tially, in Jerusalem.  Once again 
we see the central role the Jew-
ish people have in God’s plan 
for the ages.  How different 
things would be if man had not 
pushed aside these truths, and 
instead lived in light of the truth 
that Jesus is coming to: 

 . . .establish and uphold (His kingdom) with  justice 
and righteousness from that time on and forever. 
              Isaiah 9:7   



Our 2019 Theme 
Wednesday, January 16: Read Psalm 106 

What a fascinating psalm, worthy of much more discus-
sion, but we’ll study it in light of our investigation of foun-
dations.  Consider what God accomplished in redeeming 
Israel out of Egypt “with an outstretched arm and mighty 
acts of judgment.” (Exodus 6:6)  He humbled the most 
powerful nation on earth; thoroughly trounced the elite of 
their army; and brought out a fully formed nation on dry 
ground through the waters of the Red Sea.  He fed, wa-
tered, and clothed that nation of two million or more for 
40 years in the harshest environment.  Then He brought 
them into a land He had promised them over 400 years 
earlier and established them through supernatural means 
including the crossing of the Jordan and the fall of Jericho.   

Both the Feast of Passover and the Feast of Booths are 
meant to be remembrance feasts that highlight God’s ef-
forts in redeeming and preserving His people, so the peo-
ple would not forget.  Now let’s make some application:  

 To give away this foundational exercise of God’s sover-
eignty and omnipotence is to give away His ability to 
reach into any nation at any time.  Yet He has been 
doing it from the Tower of Babel forward—another 
foundational event in human history.  For “He sets up 
kings and deposes them.” (Daniel 2:21)  I wish our na-
tion was more aware of this for, according to Romans 
Chapter 1, I fear we have already felt the judgment of 
God upon our land and there is more to come. 

 Did you note in your reading of Psalm 106 how often 
the Israelites forgot the works God had performed on 
their behalf?  That should be a caution for us, that we 
would never give away our foundational trust in our 
God’s ability to redeem for both time and eternity!   



Our 2019 Theme 
Thursday, January 17:  

Read I Corinthians 15:1-26 
We turn to this important passage from time to time  
because of its foundational value.  You see, it is not just 
the Old Testament narratives of Genesis and Exodus that 
provide a foundation for our faith, so, too, does the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead!  For: 

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are  
to be pitied more than all men.    I Corinthians 15:19   

This will be our final day on an investigation of our  
foundations that we began in Psalm 11:  

If the foundations are destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?           Psalm 11:3   

So today I am wanting you to think about what is at stake 
with respect to the truth of the resurrection.   



Our 2019 Theme 
Thursday, January 17:  

Read I Corinthians 15:1-26 (Continued) 
For the resurrection has been under relentless attack by 
Satan from the very day of its occurrence with a lie paid 
for and nurtured by the very Pharisees who orchestrated 
His death! (Matthew 28:11-15)  In our day we continue to 
doubt the reality of a supernatural and bodily resurrection 
of Christ.  So, I ask, “What is at stake?”  

Let’s consider a few things:   

1. Was the Father satisfied with the sufficiency of Christ’s 
work on the cross in payment for the sin of mankind?  
Absolutely!  God raised Jesus from the dead and 
placed Him in heaven in the place of highest honor.  
(Ephesians 1:19-21)   

2. The resurrection of Christ is the pattern of future  
resurrections.  For Christ is the firstfruits, and many 
will follow! (I Corinthians 15:23)   

3. Those who do follow Christ have an explicit hope of a 
resurrection body that is just like that of our Lord and 
Savior. (Philippians 3:20-21)   

4. The resurrection is unassailable proof that all people 
are going to be raised and evaluated.  The resurrection 
of Christ guarantees it! (Acts 17:31)   

When the foundations are destroyed (or buried by the 
philosophies of this world), lost mankind will flounder.  
When the Church gives away these foundations in order 
to find favor with the world, we will have lost our sure 
foundation and our ability to be salt and light.  Perish the 
thought that we would do anything but hold on tightly by 
faith and the authority of God’s Word.  

And all God’s people said, “Amen!”  



Returning to Acts 
Friday, January 18: Read Acts 11:19-30 

It has been some weeks since we left our readings in the 
Book of Acts.  We fin-
ished our consideration 
of Peter’s ministry to 
Cornelius and are now 
going to shift our focus 
to the ministry of Paul.  
We read about Paul’s 
dramatic conversion in 
Acts Chapter 9.  During 
the intervening time he 
has been growing in 
grace and knowledge 
including a time of per-
sonal instruction from 
the Lord. (Galatians 
1:11-12)   

But now, as the result of the events of Chapter 11, Paul is 
about to get thrust into ministry.  His ministry is going to 
start with evangelism, discipling new believers, and 
shortly his first missions journey.  As we will see, this is a 
time of important transition for the church.  So what is the 
event that drew Paul into ministry?  We’ll see that in later 
devotions, but first a little background. 

As we have seen, the martyrdom of Stephen caused per-
secution to break out against the church in Jerusalem.  
This caused many Christians to flee into the surrounding 
territory.  Most of those who fled shared the Gospel wher-
ever they went—which is good!  But as they spread, they 
focused on only one particular group: “. . .telling the  
message only to Jews.” (Acts 11:19)      
          



Returning to Acts 
Friday, January 18: Read Acts 11:19-30 

(Continued) 
Do you think this is what Jesus had in mind when He  
declared that His followers would be His witnesses to the 
“uttermost ends of the earth?”  Of course not!  As a point 
of application, we need to be equally careful not to select 
our friends and family as the only ones to whom we are 
willing to share the Gospel.  Be ready for those divine ap-
pointments  the Lord is able to bring your way.  If we are 
willing to witness about Him and the saving power of the 
Gospel, He will bring needy people to us!  

But thankfully, some of those fleeing the persecution: 

. . .went to Antioch and began to speak to the 
Greeks also, telling them the good news about  
the Lord Jesus.                Acts 11: 20  

So what do you think happened?  Do you think these Jew-
ish evangelists were soundly rejected by the pagan Greeks 
and told to keep their religion to themselves?  On the  
contrary: 

The Lord’s hand 
was with them, 
and a great num-
ber of people be-
lieved and turned 
to the Lord.   
     Acts 11:21  

There is no guaran-
tee that people will 
turn, but of course the Lord’s hand was with them, for 
they were doing exactly what He had called them to do!  
How about us?  Is the Lord’s hand with us because of our 
obedience?   



Returning to Acts 
Monday, January 21: Read Titus 2 

The Church in Jerusalem was so shocked at the report of 
pagan Greeks responding to the Gospel in Antioch, that 
they sent Barnabas to investigate. 

When he arrived and saw evidence of the grace  
of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to  
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.   
              Acts 11:23  

This is such a marvelous verse of Scripture!  To so many 
grace is an abstract term on which it is hard to get a han-
dle.  But not for Barnabas.  He saw the grace of God!  
How so?  He observed lost people who had gotten saved; 
he observed people who were formerly in the dominion of 
Satan and now were in the kingdom of Jesus Christ.  He 
saw people who had been spiritually dead who were now 
spiritually alive!  Whenever you see this, you are seeing 
the grace of God before your very eyes.   

But what made it grace?  There were no works on the 
part of the people—just belief!  The work of salvation was 
accomplished solely by the Lord Jesus Christ, and this is 
the case whenever lost people put their faith in the Gos-
pel!  However, it does have one prerequisite.  Those who 
know the truth must be willing to share the truth with 
whomever God brings their way—like the persecuted Jews 
were willing to share with the pagan Greeks.   

As a point of application: Are you and I willing to share 
the Word of life with whomever our daily circumstances 
bring our way?  Remember, it started with negative  
circumstances for the Jewish believers in Jerusalem—
persecution.  Yet they were focused upon the Lord 
enough to share the Gospel as they fled!   

 



Returning to Acts 
Monday, January 21: Read Titus 2 

(Continued) 

And now for today’s reading.  The grace of God saves us, 
but does it teach us anything?   

It (the grace of God) teaches us to say ‘No’ to  
ungodliness and to worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this  
present age. . .        Titus 2:11-13  

Look again at the passage at the beginning of today’s  
devotional.  Isn’t this exactly what Barnabas was encour-
aging the new believers in Antioch to do?  That would 
make this the second time we have seen grace in  
Antioch.  This would also make Barnabas a teacher of 
grace!  And, I trust we are giving the same kind of  
encouragement to one another that we, too, might flesh-
out the concept of grace.      



Returning to Acts 
Tuesday, January 22: Read Ephesians 4 

Yesterday we saw Barnabas blessed by seeing the grace 
of God in Antioch.  We saw him encouraging the new be-
lievers to walk with the Lord.  This isn’t the least surpris-
ing, since his very name means Son of Encouragement.  
This was a name given to him by the apostles (Acts 4:36), 
and it is very likely a reference to his area of spiritual gift-
ing.  Acts 11:24 tells us: 

He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and  
faith, and a  great number of people were brought 
to the Lord.   

Not only is Barnabas an encourager, but he is an evangel-
ist as well.  However, I believe this created a problem for 
Barnabas that shows up in the very next verse: 

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul. . . 

Of course, this is the converted Saul, or as we more com-
monly refer to him—the Apostle Paul.  This is the Paul 
that Barnabas had 
introduced to the 
Apostles.  Why did 
Barnabas leave this 
extraordinary evan-
gelism opportunity 
to go and look for 
Paul.  Because he 
was more of an en-
courager than he 
was a teacher.  And, 
he realized that what 
all these new believ-
ers needed more 
than anything else 

 



Returning to Acts 
Tuesday, January 22: Read Ephesians 4 

(Continued) 
was to be grounded in the truths of the faith by someone 
whose gifting was in the area of teaching.  The Lord 
brought Paul to his mind, and he took off to look for Him. 

It is so important for us to realize that God has given the 
gift of pastor-teacher for these purposes: 

. . .for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God. . .that we should no 
longer be children tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery  
of men. . .         Ephesians 4:12-14   

I would suggest that this is exactly what Barnabas had in 
mind for the fledgling church in Antioch.  In the same way 
the Lord has it in mind for our fellowship today!  



Returning to Acts 
Wednesday, January 23: Read Galatians 1 

Barnabas rushing off to get Paul brings a few questions to 
mind.  How did Paul become such a gifted teacher of 
God’s word?  Where did he get his spiritual understanding 
because he seems to have spent very little time with the 
other Apostles?  Why is he referred to as the Apostle Paul 
when he started out as a persecutor and not a follower?     

When He (Jesus) ascended on high He led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts to men.     Ephesians 4:8  

Paul appears to have received a number of spiritual gifts, 
one of which was the gift of pastor-teacher.  Two more of 
these questions are answered in today’s reading.  For 
Paul’s insight into the Gospel had a supernatural source:  

I did not receive it (the gospel) from any man, nor 
was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation 
from Jesus Christ.       Galatians 1:11-12   

What an amazing time Paul must have had in Arabia as he 
received revelation directly from the Lord.  No wonder 
Barnabas sought him out to minister to the church in  
Antioch.  This is also the reason Paul is referred to as an 
Apostle.  For it too was a spiritual gift given by God to  
establish the church, a gift that is believed to have been 
given to those who had a personal relationship with 
Christ.  Paul’s gifts clearly were used to plant churches 
and grow them through both teaching and the writing of 
Scripture.  But, as we have seen in our reading, he also 
had a personal relationship with our Lord.  It started dur-
ing his confrontation with the Lord on the road to Damas-
cus and continued during what was likely a very intense 
time of preparation in Arabia.  In short, Paul was just the 
person for the job of teaching and establishing a church in 
Antioch—the very same church that would shortly send 
Paul and Barnabas on the first missionary journey.   



Returning to Acts 
Thursday, January 24: Read II Peter 1 

As we study the early church from the book of Acts, I 
want to help us avoid a potential pitfall.  This pitfall quite 
possibly lurks in the back of our thinking, and is keeping 
us from realizing the tremendous resource God has given 
us.  The basis of this pitfall is that thus far in our study of 
the early church we have seen: the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit in tongues of fire, a man crippled from birth 
healed in Jerusalem, Ananias and Sapphira disciplined, 
Philip snatched away after a Divine appointment, Tabitha 
raised from the dead, and Paul’s vision of the risen Christ.  
The pitfall is for us to be thinking that people responded 
to the Gospel in large numbers because of all the miracu-
lous activity going on.   

The result is thinking that, if only we had these miracles in 
our day, things would be different.  Let me suggest that 
this is more of an excuse than a valid position!  Why 
would I say such a thing?  Because all of this evangelism 
and growth was going on without New Testament Scrip-
tures.  It is a good thing that they had the miraculous to 
authenticate the message.  But, we have something even 
more powerful and that is the completed canon of Scrip-
ture!  Perhaps you are thinking, “How could the Bible be 
more powerful than the miraculous?”  That’s the topic of 
today’s reading.   

In Verses 16-18 Peter recalls his eyewitness observation 
of the transfigured Jesus—certainly in the realm of the su-
pernatural.  But he goes on to say that we have the Word 
even more certain.  More certain than what?  The Word is 
more certain and more valuable than what he saw on the 
Mount of Transfiguration!   

         Continued on the next page. 



Returning to Acts 
Thursday, January 24: Read II Peter 1 

(Continued) 
We should pay attention to the Word ahead of every other 
form of information for one reason—God Himself is the 
source.   And, when you get the truth from God Himself, 
everything else needs to fade into the background!  
Stated another way: We have something more reliable 
than the miraculous when we have the Word of God!  
Now, that’s not to say that His inspiration and preserva-
tion of the Bible aren’t every bit as miraculous as a Divine 
healing!   

Voltaire railed against the Bible during his lifetime, claim-
ing it would be obsolete and vanish within 100 years of 
his death.  How much of Voltaire can you quote?  Even 
more ironically, the Geneva Bible Society bought his print-
ing presses after his death and used them to print. . . you 
guessed it—Bibles!  



Returning to Acts 
Friday, January 25: Read Luke 16 

Today, let’s focus upon the narrative involving the rich man 
and Lazarus found in today’s reading.  The first thing to 
note is that this is not a parable.  It describes the life  
circumstances of two real people.  We can know this be-
cause proper names, like Lazarus, are not used in parables.   

In terms of our investigation of the miraculous, the point 
is at the end of the narrative.  The rich man found out the 
terrible truth that ignoring God’s plan of salvation in this 
life really does have consequences.  In his case, the con-
sequences are terrible indeed.  A second thing to note is 
that ongoing conscious awareness continues for those in 
both torments and paradise.  To the rich man’s credit, he 
does not want his brothers to share his fate.  So, he begs 
Abraham to send Lazarus back from the dead to warn 
them.  He reasons that if someone were to rise from the 
dead (clearly miraculous), his brothers would repent and 
turn to God.  You can follow the dialogue, but here is the 
bottom line: If they do not listen to Moses and the proph-
ets (the Word of God at the time), they will not be con-
vinced even if someone rises from the dead. (Luke 16:31)   

Are you catching what Jesus is teaching?  Once you reject 
the written Word, behind whom stands none other than 
the Living Word, no amount of the miraculous will do it.  
You need look no further than the cross of Christ, for He 
did come back from the dead in order to validate His  
message of salvation.  Still the religious leaders rejected 
it.  What more do we need?  What more could God do?  It 
is not about the lack of the miraculous, it is about unbelief 
in the face of all that God has done.  Ours is to communi-
cate the truth, trust the Spirit to convict, and pray for a 
response before a loved one shares the fate of the rich 
man of Luke 16.  



Returning to Acts 
Monday, January 28: Read II Corinthians 9 

Before we shift from our study in the book of Acts, let’s 
spend one more day on the subject of grace.  In Acts 
11:23, we learned that, upon his arrival in Antioch, 
Barnabas saw the grace of God—a clear reference to lost 
Gentiles getting saved through faith in the person and 
work of Christ.   

How glorious it is to see the grace of God.  For grace is an 
abstract idea that is often hard for us to grasp.  If you 
look it up in a lexicon, you will find a range of meanings 
including: favor, loving-kindness, and thanks.  We often 
default to the theological definition of unmerited favor to 
make clear the point that God has done something for us 
we didn’t earn or deserve.  If we dig deeper and study 
Biblical usage, we are likely to develop our own definition, 
such as the following: 

The grace of God is a reference to the truth that God 
has an abundant answer to our ever-changing need.   



Returning to Acts 
Monday, January 28: Read II Corinthians 9 

(Continued) 
This leads me right into a Point of Application: A saved 
person is no less in need of the grace of God than a lost 
person!  God’s grace to the lost is having their sins 
washed away, gaining a righteousness acceptable to a 
holy God, and gaining the kind of life suited for eternity—
eternal life.   

Grace for the saved is the provision of all those things 
necessary to continue on from the moment of our regen-
eration until eternity.  

 And God is able to make all grace abound to you,  
so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need you will abound in every good work.   
            II Corinthians 9:8   

Now we are talking about the outcome of the Christian 
Life.  “All things and all times” is God’s abundant answer 
to our ever-changing need!  This should cause us to real-
ize that we should be able to see the grace of God every 
bit as much in our lives as Barnabas did in those getting 
saved in Antioch.   



Studies in Daniel 
Tuesday, January 29: Read Psalm 103 

As we return to our study of Daniel, I thought Psalm 103 
would be a good transition between Daniel Chapters 4 
and 5.  Psalm 103 is a 
marvelous place to spend 
time and ponder carefully.  
Today, I would like to 
draw your attention to 
Verses 15 and 16:  

As for man, his days 
are like grass, he 
flourishes like a flower 
of the field; the wind 
blows over it and it is 
gone, and its place re-
members it no more. 

This is a verse that should provoke deep humility on the 
part of mankind.  I pray it would do so on our part.  In 
this regard, Nebuchadnezzar at the end of Daniel 4 
showed remarkable understanding:  

. . .I praised the Most High. . .His dominion is  
an eternal dominion; His kingdom endures from 
generation to generation.  All the peoples of the 
earth are regarded as nothing.  He does as He 
pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples 
of the earth.  No one can hold back His hand. . .  
             Daniel 4:34-35   

As we have seen, this was not any easy lesson for Nebu-
chadnezzar to learn, but he did eventually learn it.  As we 
turn now to Chapter 5, we are going to have a chance to 
see how well this lesson was passed down through his ex-
tended family.  Given the difficulty of the lesson, we 
should have our suspicions.      



Studies in Daniel 
Tuesday, January 29: Read Psalm 103 

(Continued) 
One thing for certain, God is able to enforce humbling of 
the proud in any generation.  And, by way of application, 
what about us?  Should we be caught up in our plans, our 
accomplishments, and our abilities?  These verses from 
Psalm 103 may leave us yearning for a way to find signifi-
cance—for gone and remembered no more is not much of 
a legacy.   

We can find a hint of the answer in the Psalms as well, for 
there is a: 

 . . .heritage of those who fear Your name. 
              Psalm 61:5 

Do we really need 
our names remem-
bered?  As an alter-
native, our lives are 
so intimately related 
to Christ’s that we 
have a share in His 
future, His life, His 
resurrection, and 
His relationship to 
the Father.  With 
that being the case, 
it should be consid-
erably easier for the 
believer to heed the 
admonition:  

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and  
He will lift you up.         James 4:10 



Studies in Daniel 
Wednesday, January 30:  

Read Daniel 5:1-12 
There is a big party going on in Babylon.  Here is some 
background:   

 Belshazzar is in the family lineage of Nebuchadnez-
zar—probably a grandson.  (The word translated  
father can simply mean ancestor.)   

 Troops under the command of Cyrus, a Medo-Persian 
ruler, already had control of the area surrounding 
Babylon.   

 Babylon was considered the mightiest fortress of the 
ancient world and impregnable.  It had its own secure 
water supply and reportedly enough food in storage to 
last for 20 years.   

So with that background, it is clear from the opening 
verses of Chapter 5 that Belshazzar felt secure enough to 
hold a banquet while under a state of siege.  But what 
happens next is the antithesis of what we learned about 
yesterday, for it is an act of great pride.  

So they brought out the gold goblets that had  
been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, 
and the king and his concubines drank from them.  
As they drank the wine they praised the gods of 
gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone.  
             Daniel 5:3-4  

Why do I suggest this is an act of great pride?  Not only 
did he feel secure enough to party under a state of siege, 
he also felt secure enough to mock the prophecy of God!  
What prophecy?  The one from Daniel 2 that foretold of 
the overthrow of Babylon!   

. 



Studies in Daniel 
Wednesday, January 30:  

Read Daniel 5:1-12 (Continued) 
How is Belshazzar mocking God?  Of all the kingdoms con-
quered by Babylon, which articles were brought out for 
the banquet?  They brought out those taken from the 
temple in Jerusalem.  Belshazzar was showing his con-
tempt for the God of Israel.   

You might even say, “The handwriting was on the wall for 
Belshazzar” well before it was actually on the wall!  And, 
in fact, a disembodied hand left a message for Belshazzar, 
which threw him into quite a fright.  Not surprisingly, no 
one but the queen mother thinks of Daniel, for he has ap-
parently been relegated to obscurity.   

But the Lord wasn’t finished with Daniel’s service just yet, 
and he is going to be 
back on the scene 
shortly.  And here is 
the amazing thing: 
Daniel, as a servant 
of the Lord, contin-
ues right on in minis-
try, and Belshazzar 
disappears from his-
tory.  Surely the 
Word is true:  

I would rather be 
a doorkeeper in 
the house of 
My God than 
dwell in the tents 
of the wicked. 
   Psalm 84:10 



Studies in Daniel 
Thursday, January 31: Read Daniel 5:13-30 
We left off yesterday with Belshazzar desperate to learn 
the meaning of the message left on the wall of the palace 
by the mysterious hand.  Not surprisingly, he promises 
Daniel power and prestige if he will translate.  Did you  
notice Daniel’s reply?   

“You may keep your gifts for yourself and give  
your rewards to someone else.  Nevertheless,  
I will read the writing. . .”            Daniel 5:17  

Daniel never acted this way with Nebuchadnezzar, nor will 
he with Darius in the next chapter.  Let me suggest that 
he would prefer to disassociate himself from the depraved 
king, as well as what is coming.  This very same attitude 
would be good for us when it comes to the promises the 
world likes to make, for: 

. . .friendship with the world is hatred toward God.   
                James 4:4   

          



Studies in Daniel 
Thursday, January 31: Read Daniel 5:13-30 

(Continued) 
Daniel proceeds to give the king a history lesson.  He  
reviewed with him the power of Nebuchadnezzar and the 
way that God humbled him until he acknowledged the 
sovereignty of God.  And then, starting in Verse 22 are a 
series of phrases that doomed Belshazzar.  Follow closely: 

“. . .you knew all this. . .you set yourself up against 
the Lord of heaven. . .you did not honor the God of 
heaven who holds in His hand your life and all your 
ways.”           Daniel 5:22-23 

Oh-oh!  At this point, you could probably come pretty 
close to guessing at 
what the writing on 
the wall is going to 
say.  You can read 
Daniel’s interpreta-
tion in Verses 25-
28, but let me high-
light one verse:  

“Tekel: You 
have been 
weighed on the 
scales and found 
wanting.”    
   Verse 27   

As the chapter 
closes, we find that 
Belshazzar was slain that very night.  Furthermore, just as 
God had revealed, the kingdom of Babylon passed on to 
the Medes under King Darius—and the ministry of Daniel 
continues. . . 
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