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Foreword 
Best wishes for a blessed New Year, and an ever deeper 
walk with the Lord!  Last year 
was certainly full of quite a few 
surprises.  What this year will 
hold—we can only guess.  But we 
know for sure the Lord is on His 
throne, His Word is still alive and 
powerful, and His Spirit is still an 
exceedingly great power for those 
who have believed in the person 
and work of Jesus Christ.   

Knowing this, we can set our 
fears and concerns aside and fix 
our eyes upon the person of  
Jesus and what He has revealed and preserved for us in His 
Word.   

Again, may God bless you with spiritual abundance in the 
year ahead as we study His Word together! 

 

Keven Redig 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Friday, January 1: Read Psalm 11 

What better way to start the New Year than in God’s Word!  
We saw the providence of God in 2019 when He led us into 
an examination of the firm foundations upon which the  
Christian faith rests.  It was a strengthening message 
throughout 2020 that we most certainly needed as we pre-
pare to stand firm in 2021!  Psalm 11:3 says:  

When the foundations are being destroyed, what can 
the righteous do?   

This is sometimes presented as a legitimate lament for the 
Christian.  However, in context, it is really the cry of one of 
King David’s counselors who has lost sight of our sover-
eign, omnipotent God.  David steps in and gives us the 
proper divine viewpoint when things of this world seem to 
be falling apart in this summary of the rest of Psalm 11:   

Trust in the Lord, He is still on His throne, He knows 
all things, His plans and purposes are right on  
schedule, and He loves the righteous.   

             Continued on the next page. 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Friday, January 1: Read Psalm 11 

(Continued) 

You see God’s Word repeatedly reminds us that those  
foundations that really matter haven’t been touched in the 
least—and never will be—for God is sovereign over all 
things and we can know that: 

• His throne is still founded on His perfect righteousness 
and justice.  

• His Church is still pushing back against the gates of 
Hades every time a lost person is snatched from Satan’s 
kingdom and into that of Jesus Christ. 

• His Spirit within each believer is still greater than he who 
is in the world. 

• We can still have a spiritually abundant life right now in 
time as we live a life dependent upon Him. 

• He has still prepared a place in heaven for us that where 
He is we may be also. 

• We are still going to have an eternal body that is just 
like our Lord’s. 

• When that last trumpet sounds, He is still going to 
snatch away His Church to Himself.    

I could go on, but let me suggest that, just like last year, 
our new year is firmly founded on that which is unseen!  
And,  

. . .what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is  
eternal.                 II Corinthians 4:18 

Our theme for the year 2019 gave us the reassurances we 
needed for the trials we have faced this past year. 

 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Monday, January 4: Read Hebrews 3 

I trust our theme for this past year is still on your mind.  
The 2020 theme of the year was Jesus is better!   Our 
theme paralleled our study in the Book of Hebrews, where 
the author exalted the name of Jesus in one comparison 
after another: Jesus is better than the angels; Jesus is bet-
ter than Moses; better than Joshua and Aaron; and the 
New Covenant in His blood is better than the Mosaic Law.   

Now all of these things were directed to the original  
Hebrew audience of the book.  Although we might be 
tempted to ignore them, we are actually facing the same 
choice—in what (or whom) we are going to trust.  Some 
are trusting the medical community to come up with a vac-
cine that will return things to normal—Jesus is a better 
hope for life:  

         John 11:25    

Some are hoping for the economy to pick up, unemploy-
ment to decrease, and tensions to ease—Jesus is a much 
better hope:  

In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I 
have overcome the world.                  John 16:33 

Some are just hoping to hold on to what peace and quiet 
they can carve out—Jesus is a better place of rest and 
source of peace:   

Come to Me all you who are weary and I will give you 
rest. . .I have told you these things, so that in Me you 
may have peace.              Matthew 11:28, 16:33 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Monday, January 4: 

Read Hebrews 3 (Continued) 

So as we move forward into the coming year, one thing we 
most certainly want to take with us: There is no sense at all 
in looking for any other answer, any other hope, any other 
refuge than the one we have already found in Jesus Christ.   

For no matter how many promises God has made, 
they are “Yes” in Christ.  And so through Him the 
“Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.     
                   II Corinthians 1:20 

Note: The Theme of the Year for 2021 was the topic 
of the sermon yesterday, Sunday, January 3.  If you 
missed the service, you can find it online.  Just access 
our website at vistoso.org and click the Sermons  
option on the home page. 
 



Return to Galatians 
Tuesday, January 5: Read Acts 21 

We are back to working our way through the Book of  
Galatians, and in doing so will continue to consider the 
means by which we are to live the Christian Life.  Do you 
suppose we will find it is by means of keeping a set of rules 
(law), or will it be something else entirely?   

Let’s consider the difference by looking at two passages of 
Scripture.  First, from today’s reading, consider James’s  
report to the Apostle Paul:   

You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews have 
believed, and all of them are zealous for the Law.  
                    Acts 21:20 

Read it again, and ask yourself if this seems right.  Now 
contrast the above with the approach that Paul is taking 
with the churches that He has planted:   

. . .we have not stopped praying for you and asking 
God to fill you with the knowledge of His will through 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  And we pray 
this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 
and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in eve-
ry good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with power according to His glorious 
might so that you may have great endurance and pa-
tience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who 
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in the kingdom of light.          Colossians 1:9-12 

Under the ministry of James, many have believed—which is 
certainly good, but then they have apparently turned to 
keeping the law as the epitome of the Christian Life.  

         Continued on the next page. 



Return to Galatians 
Tuesday, January 5: Read Acts 21 

(Continued) 

Frankly, Paul would say that, after starting with the grace 
of God, the Jerusalem Christians are being enslaved all over 
again.  Furthermore, it won’t be long in such a fellowship 
until the Gospel message becomes corrupt.  I would sug-
gest that this may be one reason the Church of Jerusalem 
was set aside.   

On the other hand, did you notice the complete difference 
in the thrust of Paul’s ministry?  It was not filled with zeal 
for the law, but growing in the knowledge of God, walking 
worthy of Him, bearing fruit strengthened with His power, 
and pleasing Him in every way.  This isn’t legalistic law-
keeping, this is relational vitality and production.  That 
should be our goal also.  As we continue, the Book of Gala-
tians is going to show us how.   



Return to Galatians 
Wednesday, January 6:  
Read Galatians 5:1-15 

Today I want us to wrestle with a very important idea, and 
I want to use just two verses of Scripture to make sure we 
get it right.  Let’s start with Galatians 5:1:   

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand 
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery. 

As the result of 
placing our faith in 
Jesus Christ unto  
eternal life, we 
have been set free 
and we are  
commanded to 
keep that free-
dom.  If we try to 
live our Christian 
lives by some kind 
of legalistic  
system, we are 
right back in 
bondage.  As we 
will see, our  
freedom is to be exercised via the Spirit-filled life.   

But what about this idea of freedom?  Interestingly, at the 
time this was written, the Greek word translated liberty was 
used in two ways—one good and one bad.  It was used in 
a negative sense when personal freedom was used for the 
excessive gratification of self.  Its positive use was to do 
what one ought to do.             

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Galatians 
Wednesday, January 6:  

Read Galatians 5:1-15 (Continued) 

Let me introduce the second verse for today’s devotional:   

You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, 
serve one another in love.            Galatians 5:13 

It is possible for Christians to abuse their freedom in Christ, 
but we are explicitly told that is off limits.  Instead, we are 
to use our freedom to lovingly serve one another.    

Understanding this, we have another way to understand 
the Christian Life: 

• As a believer, are you positionally set free, no matter 
what your circumstances, in Christ?  Yes!   

• Are you using the freedom to lovingly serve others?  If 
so, well done and continue to follow the Lord’s leading.   

• If you are not using your freedom in Christ to lovingly 
serve others, something is broken with your respect to 
your Christian Life.  Confess your sin and read on in  
Galatians in order to determine God’s remedy!  

 



Return to Galatians 
Thursday, January 7:  

Read Galatians 4:1-14 

We are going to continue to talk about the believer’s  
freedom in Christ.  But after yesterday’s Scripture in Gala-
tians 5:13, we are going to do so within this context:   

Anyone who uses the grace of God as an excuse to do 
what they want, is missing the mark for which he or 
she has been liberated.  In fact, whereas law-keeping 
produces Pharisaic legalism, grace properly received 
produces sacrificial service to others motivated by 
love.  You can talk grace all you want, but the test of 
grace’s influence is the presence of loving service!     

So with this mindset, let’s seek to understand the believer’s 
freedom in Christ:   

• Galatians 5:1 clearly states Christ has set us free.  That 
would imply that we had been in bondage, and that is 
most certainly the case!   

Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is 
a slave to sin.              John 8:34  

• This is a problem for the entire human race.  For if you 
have sinned, and all have sinned (Romans 3:23), you are 
a slave to sin.  So, in setting us free, Christ actually set 
us free from both the penalty of sin and its enslaving 
power.   

• There is actually another way in which we can be in 
bondage—through our own actions.  In light of the pro-
vision of the cross, this is a shameful situation.   

         Continued on the next page.
    



Return to Galatians 
Thursday, January 7:  

Read Galatians 4:1-14 (Continued) 

The child of God, after being set free from sin’s penalty and 
power, can put themselves back into a form of bondage by 
trying to live the life of a saved person by some form of law 
keeping.   

Paul is aghast by this possibility, as he makes clear in to-
day’s reading:   

But now that you know God—or rather are known by 
God—how is it that you are turning back to those 
weak and miserable principles?  Do you wish to be 
enslaved by them all over again?       Galatians 4:9 

The weak and miserable principles that Paul is talking about 
are clearly in the context keeping the law. (See Verse 21).  
We’ll continue with this discussion tomorrow!  



Return to Galatians 
Friday, January 8: Read Galatians 4:15-31 

We are pondering the freedom that every child of God is to 
have in Christ.  The short version of yesterday’s devotional 
was: After being set free by the work of Christ, why choose 
to go back to bondage?  We do this when we think we can 
live the Christian Life by some sort of system of law-keeping, 
either the Mosaic Law or a system of our own making.   

Whenever I teach on this, there will always be someone, 
very agitated, who will brace me and tell me in no uncer-
tain terms that: “The Law is the rule of life for the Chris-
tian, and we must live by it.”  I beg to differ—not because I 
am the least bit lawless, but because I am a Bible teacher, 
and here is what the Bible says:   

Tell me, you who want to be under the Law, are you 
not aware of what the Law says?      Galatians 4:21  

The text we read today goes on to tell us that those who 
put themselves under the Law are analogous to the  
children of Hagar—in slavery.  Those born of promise are 
children of Sarah—the free.   

Get rid of the slave woman and her son (the Law), 
for the slave woman’s son will never share in the  
inheritance with the free woman’s son.   Galatians 4:30   

We need to be on guard!  The Book of Galatians previously 
made clear that no one will ever be justified before God by 
the Law (Galatians 2:16).  Now we see that those who put 
themselves back under law as believers will not share in 
the abundant life which God has for them in Christ. 
(Galatians 4:30)  So, how do we live the Christian Life?  
God’s answer, which revolves around the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, is coming soon.  But first, we have one more 
warning to consider as Paul builds his case against law-
keeping as the means to live the Christian Life.   

 



Return to Galatians 
Monday, January 11: Read Titus 2 

I want to start today with a very challenging verse of  
Scripture, Galatians 5:4:   

You who are trying to be justified by law have been 
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from 
grace.    

This verse should really get our attention for it holds a very 
serious warning: It is possible for a believer, a child of God, 
to fall away from grace!   

Let’s make sure we understand how this could be possible.  
First, we need to understand what Paul has in mind when 
he uses the term justified.   In Romans 3:22, Paul uses it in 
a legal sense:  

. . .even the righteousness of God, through faith in  
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.   

The text of Romans 3 continues to declare such an individu-
al to be justified before God.  In other words, when we 
place our faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ, we 
receive the imputation of Christ’s righteousness which al-
lows us to stand justified before a holy God.  Then, in Titus 
2:11-12, Paul speaks of the experiential righteousness that 
we are to pursue as believers:   

For the grace of God that brings salvation. . .teaching 
us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously and godly in the  
present age.              Titus 2:11-12     

In this case, it is clear Paul is talking about the quality of life 
lived and not our standing.  So which is it in Galatians 5:4?  

 

             



Return to Galatians 
Monday, January 11: Read Titus 2 

(Continued) 

Since his audience has already believed, and Paul is getting 
ready to talk about the walk in the Spirit, let me suggest he 
is referring to the quality of the life we are to live as Chris-
tians—the worthy walk.    

It is not just that it is impossible to live the quality of life to 
which we are called by God in our own strength, it is also 
that in doing so we alienate ourselves from Christ.  If we 
try on our own, we have fallen from grace.  Although this 
discussion is not talking about losing our salvation, none-
theless it is most certainly a serious predicament that we 
want to avoid.  We’ll investigate further tomorrow.   

 



Return to Galatians 
Tuesday, January 12: Read Romans 11 

I remind you again of Galatians 5:4:   

You who are trying to be justified by law have been 
alienated fromm Christ; you have fallen away from 
grace.  

Today we want to understand what it means to be  
alienated from Christ and to fall away from grace.   The 
word translated alienated means to become estranged, or 
to sever an existing relationship.  The word translated fall 
away means to move from a higher to lower position.  In 
seafaring use, it was used for a ship that veered off course. 

I think we have everything we need in order to understand 
what the Holy Spirit is communicating through Paul.  We 
begin the Christian Life by placing our faith in Christ, and 
we are to continue in the same way—walking by faith in 
the promises and provision of God.  If along the way, we 
switch from a walk of faith to a system of law keeping, then 
two very serious things happen.  First, we have, by the 
very nature of law keeping, become estranged from our 
Savior.  For Jesus told us quite plainly,  

Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in Me.          John 15:4   

Second, when we turn from a walk of faith to any system 
of law, we are most certainly not abiding.  Instead we have 
been alienated from our source of life by severing the most  
vital of relationships.  Further, when we choose law keeping 
as the means of living the Christian Life, we are clearly 
choosing works, which means you are turning from grace:  

And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it 
were, grace would no longer be grace.      Romans 11:6   

  

          



Return to Galatians 
Tuesday, January 12: Read Romans 11 

(Continued) 

You see, we are either going to live the Christian Life by 
faith, which is compatible with grace, or we are going to try 
to live it by some system of works.  If we choose a system 
of works, we will be like the ship that has swerved off 
course.  Our Christian Life will have taken a turn for the 
worse, and we will be staring into the bleak and barren land 
of legalism.    

So, in short, abide in Christ, walk by faith in what He  
provides, which is to appropriate His grace.   



Return to Galatians 
Wednesday, January 13: Read Philippians 3 

After the past few days, some of you are thinking, “I don’t 
have any problem with trying to be justified by the Law.”  
Don’t be so quick to dismiss this as a potential pitfall. Think 
of three things you could do to improve your Christian Life 
and please God.  You may have very well just revealed your 
own tendency toward law keeping.  I am not saying your 
list contained anything bad—it is probably all good things— 
but does your list fit with Galatians 5:5?   

But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the 
righteousness for which we hope.    

In other words, did your list of the top three things include:  
by faith and by the Spirit?  You see those are God’s grace 
provision to live the Christian Life!  Let me give you a cou-
ple of Scriptures to ponder:   

Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what He 
said. . .Mary has chosen what is better and it will not 
be taken away from her.         Luke 10:38-42 

Abide in Me and I in You.  No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must abide in the Vine.  Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you abide in Me. . .apart from Me you can 
do nothing.                John 15:4-5  

I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrec-
tion and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, 
becoming like Him in His death. . .        Philippians 3:10 

We have been listening to Jesus, abiding in Him, and know-
ing Him even to the point of sharing in His suffering.  No 
wonder people turn instead to a system of law keeping.  It 
can be a very intensive effort to build a relationship with 
Christ through study, reflection, prayer, and trials.  It is 
much easier to keep a list of do’s and don’ts, but the abun-
dant Christian Life is only found in knowing Him.  It is so 
worth the effort!  The Christian Life is knowing our Savior—
no estrangement or veering off course through legalism!  

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, January 14: Read Exodus 6  

We return to our study of the plagues in Exodus Chapters 5-
12.  Remember our third principle of redemption:   

In order to appreciate redemption, it must be clear that 
the redeemer is more powerful than the oppressor! 

What was the purpose of the plagues?  (There were ten: 
water to blood, frogs, gnats, stinging flies, plague on live-
stock, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, death of the firstborn.)  
They were to show that in every way, the God of the Israel-
ites was more powerful than all the gods of the Egyptians.  
Each of the plagues addresses some component of Egyptian 
pagan practice.  For example, Ra was both the source of 
light, as the sun-god and creator.  What did Yahweh do?  He 
brought on darkness Ra could not penetrate! 

How well did the plagues get across the message that God 
was the greater power?  Based upon the following, I would 
say pretty well!  In Exodus 12:32 Pharaoh says, “Go!” and 
then follows it up with a very interesting request, “And also 
bless me.”  Pharaoh has acquiesced—for the lesser is al-
ways blessed by the greater!   

In Exodus 12:33 and 35-36 the Egyptian people themselves 
urge the Israelites to go before “we all die” while at the 
same time heaping a great deal of plunder upon them.  In 
Exodus 12:38, we can see that many Egyptians (or other 
peoples) went with the Israelites, presumably because they 
decided to go with the winner of the contest. 

Does this fulfill God’s promise:  

“. . .I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
mighty acts of judgment. . .”         Exodus 6:6 

I would say so!  God reached into this world and judged 
those opposing His plans.  We will expand this thought in 
the next lesson. 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, January 15: Read Exodus 24  

(Highlight Exodus 6:6-8) 

I want to spend today focusing upon this great redemptive 
verse:   

. . .I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
mighty acts of judgment. . .           Exodus 6:6 

We just saw that the plagues that fell upon Egypt, in part, 
illustrate this truth.  Now I want to challenge your thinking: 
Could it be that God’s redemption is always accompanied 
by an outstretched arm and mighty acts of judgment?” 
What about the first Advent of Jesus Christ? 

• Is not sending the  
second person of the trinity 
to earth to take on humani-
ty an example of the out-
stretched arm of God?  Is 
He not, in essence, reaching 
right out from heaven into 
the affairs of men?  See 
John 1:1-3, 1:14, 3:16, and 
Hebrews 1:2-3. 

• How about mighty acts of 
judgment?  Is not the pour-
ing out of the sins of the 
entire human race onto the 
righteous and sinless Son of God the most significant  
and noteworthy act of judgment of all time?  See  
II Corinthians 5:21 and I Peter 2:24. 

            

 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, January 15: Read Exodus 24 

(Highlight Exodus 6:6-8) (Continued) 

Perhaps this is the pattern associated with the redemptive 
work of God?   

What about in our day?  Has God reached into your life?  I 
am asking, have you seen the outstretched arm of God at 
work in your life?  If you have been a Christian for any peri-
od of time, then I am sure you have!  If so, then you have 
a testimony to the redemptive work of God, specifically, His 
personal work in your life.   

How about acts of judgment?  Think again about the pur-
pose of the plagues.  Didn’t they, in essence, show the op-
pressors they were not as powerful as they thought they 
were?  How has the world’s current super power coped with 
Hurricane Katrina, control of rainfall, fires, and cultural  
implosion?  Maybe we, like Pharaoh and the oppressors, are 
not as powerful as we think we are!  Note two things:   

• Even as Christians, we might very well feel the pinch of 
these acts of judgment just as the Israelites did prior to 
the Exodus.   

• Be careful in your use of these judgments.  Don’t be too 
dogmatic.  Most importantly, our testimony and  
application of acts of judgment must always go back to 
Jesus Christ and His cross and resurrection.  We are on 
very firm footing when we reference Jesus Christ and 
His resurrection as the outstretched arm of God and His 
cross as a mighty act of judgment. 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, January 18: Read  

Revelation 12 (Highlight Verses 10-11) 

Here is a point of application from yesterday’s lesson: 

With a manifestation of the faithfulness of God 
(outstretched arm) in the face of great difficulties 
(acts of judgment), the people of God have a  
testimony to which they can bear witness!   

Let me give you just a few reminders about bearing wit-
ness, that is giving a testimony. 

First, what a personal testimony is not: 

• A message so compelling it forces everyone who hears it 
to believe on the spot! 

• A message that provides excessive details about just how 
bad you were. 

• A message that covers the full council of God. 

• A message whose sole topic is conversion. 

So then, what is a personal testimony? 

• It is a snapshot of some part of your life. 

• It is uniquely your story.  You might think others will find 
it uninteresting, but that is far from the truth.  You may 
simply need to learn how to be a better storyteller! 

• It is a story in which your life provides the backdrop for 
the outworking of the grace of God.  Stated another way, 
you are recognizable in the background while God is in 
the foreground. 

• If you always double-check the above, you will spare 
yourself entering into the realm of giving a bragamony 
rather than a testimony! 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, January 19: Read Romans 9 

(Note Romans 9:17 and Exodus 4:21-23) 

Now to address the issue: Just who hardened whose heart?  
Read today’s passages and follow along as we address a 
portion of this complex issue. 

There are 17 references to the hardening of Pharaoh’s 
heart in the book of Exodus (9 by God, 3 by Pharaoh, and 
5 not specified).  There are also three different words used 
to describe this hardening and a host of associated theo-
logical issues.  My goal is not to try and sort this all out, but 
rather to scratch the surface and give you something that 
is biblically coherent. 

Here is what I mean by biblically coherent.  On the one 
hand, Exodus 4:21 and Romans 9:17 lead us, bluntly  
stated, to the idea that God reaches into the heart and 
turns the dial, as it were, to hard.  On the other hand, does 
God’s Word ever give us the idea that we are responsible for 
the decisions we make?  How about beginning in the garden: 

And the Lord God commanded the man, you are free 
to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
for when you eat of it you will surely die.  
                Genesis 2:16-17 

Or, immediately following the Exodus at Mt. Sinai: 

You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and 
how I carried you on eagles wings. . .Now if you obey 
Me fully and keep My covenant, then. . .  Exodus 19:4-f 

So when I say biblically coherent, I am referring to the goal 
of drawing these two seemingly different descriptions of 
what is going on between God and man into something co-
herent—an explanation which reasonably harmonizes with 
the overall scope of Scripture.   



 Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, January 20:   

Read I Timothy 3 (Highlight Verses 3-5) 

Who Hardened Whose Heart? 

There are basically two disparate views on the relationship 
between God and His creation, actually two opposite ends 
of the spectrum.  They can be summarized like this:   

1. A very tight view of God’s sovereignty, which in essence 
says, “Nothing happens unless it comes from God!”  You 
can find this view within the theological system of  
Calvinism.   

2. A very loose view of sovereignty that falls under the cate-
gory of deism, which holds to the position that God is let-
ting His universe work things out pretty much on its own.    

Each of these views have led to theological constructs, 
which at some level become Biblically offensive!  By that I 
mean they reach a point at which they start to contradict 
the clear teaching of the Scriptures.  For example, Calvin-
ism makes God the author of sin and evil. (This is very 
strange territory is it not?  Just remember, in their system, 
God is the sovereign behind everything.)  It also requires God to 
choose from eternity past who is saved (elect) and who is lost 
(reprobate).  Furthermore, it forces a very strange sequence 
upon salvation: God chooses who will be saved, God regen-
erates prior to faith, God gives faith, but allows man to 
think it was his choice and his faith response.  Lastly, Calva-
nism establishes what must be viewed as a works-based   
salvation despite the many protestations to the contrary.   
For in their system, all true believers will persevere until the 
end.  Therefore, the test of salvation is whether or not one 
perseveres.  Works determine salvation—plain and simple. 

Now perhaps you think this overstates the case.  Let me 
defend just one of my claims and prove it to you in the 
words of John Calvin himself. 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, January 20:   

Read I Timothy 3 (Continued) 

. . .God by His eternal and immutable counsel deter-
mined once and for all those whom it was His pleasure 
one day to admit to salvation and those whom, on the 
other hand, it was His pleasure to doom to destruction.  
We maintain that this counsel as regards the elect is 
founded on his free mercy, without any respect to  
human worth, while those whom He dooms to destruc-
tion are excluded from access to life by a just and 
blameless, but at the same time incomprehensible 
judgment. . .But as the Lord seals His elect by calling 
and justification, so by excluding the reprobate either 
from the knowledge of His name or the sanctification of 
His Spirit, He by these marks in a manner discloses the 
judgment which awaits them.            John Calvin 

As you can see, we are into heavy stuff!  Let me close  
today’s lesson with two thoughts.  First, there is a certain 
worldly wisdom to these ponderous statements—but that is 
all it is—worldly wisdom.  It is not consistent with divine 
revelation.  Let your mind ponder each sentence.  Is it  
really God’s pleasure to admit some and not others?  

. . .God our Savior wants all men to be saved.   

               I Timothy 2:3-f  

Does He exclude some from the knowledge of His name?   

“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 

all men to Myself.”          John 12:32  

Second, do you see how these statements clearly contradict 
biblical revelation and thus are offensive?  When he wrote 
the first edition of his theological understandings, Calvin 
was a young man of 26 years, a lawyer by trade, and a 
new believer of less than a year, coming out of Catholicism. 
His brilliant mind is in evidence, but not an integrated and 
comprehensive knowledge of the Scriptures! 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, January 21: Read John 3  

(Highlight Verses 18 and 36) 
Who Hardened Whose Heart? 

In contrast to yesterday’s discussion, what reason does 
John 3:18 give for a person spending eternity separated 
from God—for spending eternity in hell?  

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but  
whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because he has not believed in the name of God’s one 
and only Son. 

It looks as if unbelief on the part of the individual is the  
reason a person is separated from God, doesn’t it?  But, 
this understanding can lead us to the other end of the  
spectrum—very loose sovereignty.  

Loose sovereignty includes concepts like: God is an  
uninterested observer, has chosen not to intervene in  
human affairs, and has left man to work things out on his 
own.  This too is an offense to the breadth of Scripture. 
Most glaringly, do we have any biblical evidence that God 
intervenes in history, that He is interested in mankind, and 
that He regularly inserts Himself into the story-line of  
human history?  Of course! 

To deny these truths is to ignore the Noahic flood, the call-
ing and preservation of Israel, the Exodus, and, most im-
portant of all, to ignore the cross!  It is more accurate to 
say that the mission of every Christian is to herald to the 
world the greatest and most unique intervention imagina-
ble! (Acts 1:8) 

            



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, January 21: Read John 3  

(Highlight Verses 18 and 36) 
(Continued) 

This is not to say that man is not responsible.  Instead, it 
states clearly that man is responsible to God.  Man is  
responsible to our God who has revealed Himself as an  
intensely personal God who has first called us to belief in 
the One who came to save, Jesus Christ, and who then  
expects us to accomplish the works He has prepared in ad-
vance for us to do! (Philippians 2:12-13) 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, January 22: Read Ezekiel 3  

Who Hardened Whose Heart? 

Since Reformed Theology is making much greater inroads 
in our day than deism, I want to spend a bit more time  
discussing it.  As I stated earlier, in many of Calvin’s writ-
ings, there is much more evidence of a brilliant legal mind 
at work than a coherent and reasonable understanding of 
Scripture.  For example, in Calvin’s system Jesus died only 
for the elect!  However, the Scriptures paint an entirely  
different picture.  The death of Jesus is clearly directed  
toward the desperate need of the entire human race and 
not just limited to a chosen few.   

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only 
of ours but also for the sins of the whole world.  
                     I John 2:2   

Calvinists are forced by their system to explain how the term 
whole really just means the elect.  However, when one starts 
distorting language like this in order to make the Bible fit a 
specific theological system, that should be the first clue that 
the system has taken precedence over the clear revelation of 
God’s Word. My advice when this happens—run, and quickly! 
The call to believe is also clearly directed toward all men, 
and not just an elect few.  

This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants 
all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of 
the truth.  For there is one God and one mediator  
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, . . .  
                  I Timothy 2:3-5  

Do you see how this passage produces huge problems for 
the false view of sovereignty developed by the Calvinists?   

          



Return to Exodus 
Friday, January 22: Read Ezekiel 3  

(Continued) 

God wants all to be saved, but not all are going to be.  This 
is because He has chosen to let His creatures make a 
choice about the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

One final thing to consider, a huge portion of the New  
Testament epistles are cautionary in tone—for a very good 
reason.  Ephesians 4:17-f is one such example:  

 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that 
you must no longer live as the Gentiles do. . . 

The Scriptures provide this caution because it is possible for 
a believer to get dragged back into the sin from which he or 
she came.  Thus, we really need constant reminders to take 
hold of the provision of God to avoid becoming entangled 
again!   

In the scheme of Reformed Theology such entanglement is 
simply evidence a person is not really saved!  This view has 
the effect of rendering huge portions of Scripture (the 
many, many warning passages) without any legitimate au-
dience. How so?  Because, if a true believer can’t really do 
this, then it doesn’t apply to believers.  And unbelievers are 
predestined to damnation and there is nothing they can do 
about it!    

It is far better to take these passages for what they are—a 
warning from the mind of God that every believer must 
watch his or her life and doctrine closely, prompting the 
study of God’s Word, prayer, meditation, and fellowship 
with the saints.  This is much better than the smug elitism 
all often found among those calling themselves the elect! 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, January 25:   
Read Ezekiel 33:1-22  

Who Hardened Whose Heart? 

So how do we put this all together?  And how do we get 
back to our original question: Who Hardened Whose 
Heart?  Although it will take several days to work through 
(and three pages for today’s discussion), let’s begin with a 
logical progression of thought. 

First, we must choose to tread very carefully!  There is 
much that God has revealed to us, but also much that  
remains in His counsel.  We have to be careful not to push 
our dogmatism too far!   

 The deep things belong to the Lord our God, but the 
things revealed belong to us.     Deuteronomy 29:29 

God is Sovereign—absolutely!   

 And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD:   
LORD, God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim,  
You alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth.  
You have made heaven and earth.         II Kings 9:15 

I also see evidence throughout the Scriptures that man is 
response-able . (Exodus 19:5, Joshua 24:15, John 3:18)  In 
other words, as part of being “made in the image and  
likeness of God,”  by the sovereignty of God, we have been 
created with the capacity to make choices—to respond.   
To say otherwise is not to uphold the sovereignty of God; 
but rather, to detract from it as if He is not big enough to car-
ry out His plans and allow His creation to exercise volition. 

Apparently, God is very comfortable with allowing His  
creation to make choices.  To be sure, the choices of man  

          
         



Return to Exodus 
Monday, January 25:   

Read Ezekiel 33:1-22 (Continued) 

are still bounded by the sovereignty of God!  We have  
volition, but not autonomy.  We can make choices, but not  
simultaneously establish the consequences for those  
choices!   

Most importantly, although God has left us to make a 
choice regarding the saving work of His Son, He and He 
alone makes the rules by which we come to Him.  There is 
only one way, and that is through the person and work of 
Jesus Christ (John 14:6), and there is not the slightest  
tolerance associated with this sovereign decree! 

So what do we do about Exodus 4:21?  Is it possible that 
God reached in and hardened Pharaoh’s heart?  It  
certainly is, but not without a previous choice of unbelief on 
Pharaoh’s part—something of which we have ample  
evidence.  I think that the more you study this, the more 
you are going to learn that unbelief is not passive, but ac-
tive! (Romans 1:18-f)   

Personally, I think that it is also very possible that God brought 
glory to Himself by pushing the buttons (hardening the heart) of 
a rebellious man who was going to consistently choose  
unbelief.  Let me explain what I am saying here.  In His 
omniscience, God thoroughly knew the heart of Pharaoh.  
Furthermore, it was His will that the Israelites be freed and 
Pharaoh was thwarting His will.  So, rather than viewing 
the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart as God somehow reaching 
in and turning Pharaoh’s volition to the “no” setting, He 
simply sent Moses to this proud and arrogant man with a 
direct message: “Let my people go!”   

         Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, January 25:   

Read Ezekiel 33:1-22 (Continued) 

If you tell a child in the middle of a temper tantrum to do 
something, what does he say?  When you send a slave to a 
proud man who thinks he himself is god, with a message 
from the God to “Let My people go!,” what do you think he 
is going to say?   Does that make it God’s fault?  No, man 
is response-able, and in the face of Israelite history, and 
especially after all of the manifestations of who God was, 
Pharaoh could have “bent the knee.”  Instead, he chose 
not to do that!   

In other words, God set up the circumstances, but it was 
Pharaoh who chose unbelief! 

 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, January 26:  

Read Ezekiel 33:22-33  
Who Hardened Whose Heart? 

One final set of thoughts on the often confusing topic of 
election.  Who are the elect, and how do they achieve that 
status?  Let me share some basic information: Look at  
Romans 8:28-29:  

And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.  For whom He foreknew,  
He also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.  

Now, let’s get the terms on paper in the order given:  

 Foreknew→Predestined→Called→Justified→Glorified 

Here is what every reader of the Greek New Testament 
would have understood about the term election at the time 
the New Testament was written.  The term translated  
election is not specifically spiritual, but was part of everyday 
usage, and could be used in a variety of contexts.  Regard-
less of context, it always had three components:    

• First, there was a large body of people from which a  
selection would be made.   

• Second, there was an individual that had authority over 
the large group.   

• Third, the authority established a set of criteria by which 
a much smaller group was set aside (the elect) from the 
larger group.  Furthermore, these elect were intended to 
be set aside for a special purpose and function. 

         Continued on the next page.
   



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, January 26:  

Read Ezekiel 33:22-33 (Continued 

Without resorting to theological double-speak, can you 
match the above to readily revealed Biblical truth?  It is 
pretty straight-forward as shown in the diagram above: 

• Who is the large group?  The human race!   

• Who is the authority over that group?  God is!   

Now what is the criterion by which you are taken from the 
body of the human race at large and become part of the 
elect?  Over and over again, the Scriptures declare that it is 
by faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ that we are 
saved!  God has, by sovereign decree, established the  
criteria for election, and it is based upon our response to 
the person and work of Christ! (John 3:18)   

What then is the special purpose for which the elect have 
been set aside?  There are many, but one of the chief items 
that comes to mind is to be His ambassadors to a lost and  
dying world. (II Corinthians 5:20)   

          

 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, January 26:  

Read Ezekiel 33:22-33 (Continued) 

It is ironic that many who believe in the Reformed Theology 
view of election do not think evangelism/missionary activity 
is of any value since God has already made the elect/
reprobate decision!  Yet, that is actually one of the Scriptur-
al roles of the elect! 

Now, go back to the sequence of Romans 8:29 mentioned 
above and let’s make application: 

• God Foreknew → who was going to believe.   

• These He predestined →  to be His children.   

• Those who respond in faith → are the called (elect)! 

• He declares righteous (justifies) by imputation those   
who believe. 

The glorious future of those who believe is to have a body like 
that of Jesus Christ and to spend eternity with Him.  The plans 
of God are so far above that which comes from the mind of 
man, they stand in stark contrast! 



Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, January 27: Read I Kings 11  

Let me remind you of the purposes for which I think God 
has preserved the letter to the Philippian Church: to display 
the life of a servant; to reveal the thinking (heart) of a 
servant; and to emphasize the great care needed to guard 
one’s servant heart!  So, before we even begin to look for 
these things in the Book of Philippians, let me show you 
what it looks like when a servant’s heart is absent.  We will 
do so by looking today and tomorrow at the three kings 
who followed David.  Their failures kept Israel from accom-
plishing fruitful service in keeping with God’s expectations 
for His people and demonstrate three things that can keep 
us from fruitful service.   

First, Consider Solomon—and the  
Untamed Passions of a Gifted Man 

I Kings 7:1-8 gives us two pieces of information.  First, Solo-
mon spent 13 years building his palace.  Second, he married 
Pharaoh’s daughter.  If you look back into the closing verses 
of Chapter 6, you will see that Solomon spent seven years 
building the Temple.  As his power and fame grew, he 
reached the point of building the most grandiose structure 
ever built in Israel as his own home, and disobeyed God’s 
decree about not marrying foreign women.   

As time goes on, I Kings 11:1-8 reveals the outcome of 
these acts of disobedience.  Solomon has over a thousand 
wives and concubines whom he loved.  According to R. 
Zacharias, every relationship has a moral commitment.  It 
is well worth thinking about that fact in terms of our rela-
tionships with others and the effect those relationships 
might have on our walk with the Lord. 

 



Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, January 27: Read I Kings 11  

(Continued) 

And Solomon was no exception.  His commitment to these 
foreign women allowed them to lead him into idolatry—
even including that of child sacrifice.  Worse yet, Solomon 
took the nation with him!   

What a platform and 
ministry to the world 
Solomon had.  But Sol-
omon’s ministry was all 
compromised because 
he could not tame his 
passions.  We too need 
to be on guard that we 
have not settled into 
patterns which excuse 
a certain area of sin in 
our lives—imagining 
that our sin will not im-
pact our ministry.   

It is never too late to 
appropriate the Lord’s 
provision that we 
might grow ever more 
pure in our walk that 
we might be used by the Lord to accomplish all that he has 
planned for us—to His glory.   

IN SOLOMON WE SEE THE FIRST OF THE THREE THINGS THAT 
CAN KEEP US FROM FRUITFUL SERVICE TO THE LORD, WE SEE 
THE UNTAMED PASSIONS OF A GIFTED MAN!   



Lessons from Philippians 
Thursday, January 28: Read I Kings 12  

Second, Consider Rehoboam—and the  
Worldly Lusts of a Self-Centered Man   

In I Kings 11:42-43 we learn that Rehoboam was Solo-
mon’s son and came to power after his death.  I Kings 
12:4-f is an amazing passage regarding leadership, legacy 
and a host of other items.  To give you a brief summary:  

• Rehoboam goes to the people who ask to have their 
load lightened.  That is, they asked for relief from the 
taxation and heavy labor they experienced during 
Solomon’s reign.  What’s more, the elders of Israel 
clearly recognize this same need, giving Rehoboam 
very wise advice,  

If  today you will be a servant to these people and 
serve them and give them a favorable answer,  
they will always be your servants.        I Kings 12:7 

• However, this isn’t 
enough for Rehoboam 
and he also consults 
his younger contempo-
raries.  They convince 
him to put the people 
under an even harsher 
load.  Rehoboam, in an 
ill-advised speech, tells 
the people,  

My father scourged 
you with whips; I will 
scourge you with 
scorpions.     
    I Kings 12:11 

 



Lessons from Philippians 
Thursday, January 28: Read I Kings 12 

(Continued)  

The people rebel, and as foretold by God, the kingdom is 
divided and a large portion removed from the line of Solo-
mon as the result of his sin of idolatry.  Did you catch the 
fact that the elders of Israel named his role as king for 
what it was—a servant to the people?  He could have made 
the choice to serve, walk with the Lord, and accomplish 
much.  Instead, his desire for power and material posses-
sions caused him to focus on self, putting an end to the 
united kingdom, which had been established under David 
and which God most certainly desired to bless. 

SO REHOBOAM ILLUSTRATES THE  
WORLDLY LUSTS OF A SELF-CENTERED MAN!   

Third, Consider Jeroboam—and the  
Double Minded Nature of a Faithless Man   

I Kings 11:29-40 records one of the most remarkable 
promises in the Word of God.  Because of Solomon’s sin, 
God has declared He is going to split the kingdom.  In this 
passage, we see he is going to make Jeroboam king over 
what we call the Northern Kingdom and God promises: 

“If you do whatever I command you and walk in  
My ways. . .I will build you a dynasty as enduring as 
the one I built for David and will give Israel to you.”   
               I Kings 11:38 

Can you believe the blessing promised to Jeroboam?  He 
has already seen God at work in both preserving his life 
and taking the kingdom away from the line of Solomon—
God has the power to do what He declares.   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Thursday, January 28: Read I Kings 12 

(Continued)  

Now, Jeroboam has a promise from God that he will be the 
start of a new dynasty.  His role is simply to obey—taking 
God at His word.  
However, in I Kings 
12:20-f, we see  
Jeroboam default on 
his part of the rela-
tionship with God.  
He is worried about 
being able to hold 
onto his subjects, so 
rather than trust 
God to carry out 
what He has promised, he constructs idols and leads the 
northern kingdom into idolatry.  

How often do we begin by trusting in God, only to shift our 
focus to the cares and concerns of this world?  When we 
do, it causes us to be set aside in terms of accomplishing 
what God intends.  However, we can get back in the game 
by confessing our unbelief for what it is—sin, and moving 
forward by building a reservoir of truth through the intake 
of the Word, and learning to steadfastly walk by faith in the 
truth we do hold.  Let us encourage each other to do so at 
every opportunity!   

SO JEROBOAM ILLUSTRATES THE  
DOUBLE-MINDED NATURE OF A FAITHLESS MAN!  

 



Lessons from Philippians 
Friday, January 29: Read Philippians 

1:1-18 (Note Philippians 1:1-8)  

We can begin to see the heartbeat of Paul’s letter to the 
Church in Philippi right in the very first verse, as Paul refers 
to both himself and Timothy as servants (slaves) of Christ 
Jesus.  When Paul has to be tough with a congregation, he 
introduces himself via his office of apostle which most  
definitely carries the connotation of authority.  Not so in 
this letter.  Rather than present his credentials, Paul dis-
plays the attitude of his heart.   

Paul continues his salutation by addressing the saints in 
Philippi.  It is very important for us to understand this word 
saints.  In its various forms you will also find it translated 
holy, and. in either case, the word has three basic ideas 
associated with it:   

• To be removed 

• To be set apart 

• To be dedicated to special use.   

All of us have objects in our homes that meet this definition.  
For example, in my home, my wife has some special Danish 
china.  This china has been removed from the cupboards 
where the rest of the dishes are kept.  It has been set apart in 
its own special location—a china hutch.  And, it is dedicated to 
special use—for company on special occasions.  So what does 
Paul have in mind when he calls the believers in Philippi 
saints?   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Friday, January 29: Read Philippians 
1:1-18 (Note Philippians 1:1-8) (Continued) 

There is some great application for us all, for this title 
doesn’t apply to a special few, but to every single member 
of the family of God.   

The believer in Christ has been: 

• Removed from his or her 
standing among fallen  
humanity through his or her 
salvation.   

• Set apart as children of 
God. 

• Dedicated to the Lord’s  
service.  This is God’s intent 
for every believer, something 
we will see in Philippians 
2:12-13.   

Our standing as saints, ones set apart and holy unto God, is 
something that should be firmly in mind and affect our daily 
outlook—for it is our daily calling.   

This passage in Philippians reminds us as we start the day 
that we have been removed from the world and are not to 
again become entangled in it.  What’s more, we are set 
apart for the Lord’s service.  For some days, that means 
that we are just working on the refinement of our character 
and dependence upon the Lord.  For other days, the Lord 
has a specific work for us to do.  In either event, we need 
to never lose sight of who we really are—saints of God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
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