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Foreword  
Best wishes for a blessed New Year, and an ever deeper 
walk with the Lord!  Last year 
was certainly full of quite a few 
surprises.  What this year will 
holdðwe can only guess.  But we 
know for sure the Lord is on His 
throne, His Word is still alive and 
powerful, and His Spirit is still an 
exceedingly great power for those 
who have believed in the person 
and work of Jesus Christ.   

Knowing this, we can set our 
fears and concerns aside and fix 
our eyes upon the person of  
Jesus and what He has revealed and preserved for us in His 
Word.   

Again, may God bless you with spiritual abundance in the 
year ahead as we study His Word together! 

 

Keven Redig 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Friday, January 1: Read Psalm 11 

What better way to start the New Year than in Godôs Word!  
We saw the providence of God in 2019 when He led us into 
an examination of the firm foundations upon which the  
Christian faith rests.  It was a strengthening message 
throughout 2020 that we most certainly needed as we pre-
pare to stand firm in 2021!  Psalm 11:3 says:  

When the foundations are being destroyed, what can 
the righteous do?   

This is sometimes presented as a legitimate lament for the 
Christian.  However, in context, it is really the cry of one of 
King Davidôs counselors who has lost sight of our sover-
eign, omnipotent God.  David steps in and gives us the 
proper divine viewpoint when things of this world seem to 
be falling apart in this summary of the rest of Psalm 11:   

Trust in the Lord, He is still on His throne, He knows 
all things, His plans and purposes are right on  
schedule, and He loves the righteous.   
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Theme of the Year Reflections 
Friday, January 1: Read Psalm 11 

(Continued) 

You see Godôs Word repeatedly reminds us that those  
foundations that really matter havenôt been touched in the 
leastðand never will beðfor God is sovereign over all 
things and we can know that: 

¶ His throne is still founded on His perfect righteousness 
and justice.  

¶ His Church is still pushing back against the gates of 
Hades every time a lost person is snatched from Satanôs 
kingdom and into that of Jesus Christ. 

¶ His Spirit within each believer is still greater than he who 
is in the world. 

¶ We can still have a spiritually abundant life right now in 
time as we live a life dependent upon Him. 

¶ He has still prepared a place in heaven for us that where 
He is we may be also. 

¶ We are still going to have an eternal body that is just 
like our Lordôs. 

¶ When that last trumpet sounds, He is still going to 
snatch away His Church to Himself.    

I could go on, but let me suggest that, just like last year, 
our new year is firmly founded on that which is unseen!  
And,  

. . .what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is  
eternal.                 II Corinthians 4:18 

Our theme for the year 2019 gave us the reassurances we 
needed for the trials we have faced this past year. 

 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Monday, January 4: Read Hebrews 3 

I trust our theme for this past year is still on your mind.  
The 2020 theme of the year was Jesus is better!   Our 
theme paralleled our study in the Book of Hebrews, where 
the author exalted the name of Jesus in one comparison 
after another: Jesus is better than the angels; Jesus is bet-
ter than Moses; better than Joshua and Aaron; and the 
New Covenant in His blood is better than the Mosaic Law.   

Now all of these things were directed to the original  
Hebrew audience of the book.  Although we might be 
tempted to ignore them, we are actually facing the same 
choiceðin what (or whom) we are going to trust.  Some 
are trusting the medical community to come up with a vac-
cine that will return things to normalðJesus is a better 
hope for life:  

         John 11:25    

Some are hoping for the economy to pick up, unemploy-
ment to decrease, and tensions to easeðJesus is a much 
better hope:  

In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I 
have overcome the world.                  John 16:33 

Some are just hoping to hold on to what peace and quiet 
they can carve outðJesus is a better place of rest and 
source of peace:   

Come to Me all you who are weary and I will give you 
rest. . .I have told you these things, so that in Me you 
may have peace.              Matthew 11:28, 16:33 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Monday, January 4: 

Read Hebrews 3 (Continued) 

So as we move forward into the coming year, one thing we 
most certainly want to take with us: There is no sense at all 
in looking for any other answer, any other hope, any other 
refuge than the one we have already found in Jesus Christ.   

For no matter how many promises God has made, 
they are ñYesò in Christ.  And so through Him the 
ñAmenò is spoken by us to the glory of God.     
                   II Corinthians 1:20 

Note: The Theme of the Year for 2021 was the topic 
of the sermon yesterday, Sunday, January 3.  If you 
missed the service, you can find it online.  Just access 
our website at vistoso.org and click the Sermons  
option on the home page. 
 



Return to Galatians 
Tuesday, January 5: Read Acts 21 

We are back to working our way through the Book of  
Galatians, and in doing so will continue to consider the 
means by which we are to live the Christian Life.  Do you 
suppose we will find it is by means of keeping a set of rules 
(law), or will it be something else entirely?   

Letôs consider the difference by looking at two passages of 
Scripture.  First, from todayôs reading, consider Jamesôs  
report to the Apostle Paul:   

You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews have 
believed, and all of them are zealous for the Law.  
                    Acts 21:20 

Read it again, and ask yourself if this seems right.  Now 
contrast the above with the approach that Paul is taking 
with the churches that He has planted:   

. . .we have not stopped praying for you and asking 
God to fill you with the knowledge of His will through 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  And we pray 
this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 
and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in eve-
ry good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with power according to His glorious 
might so that you may have great endurance and pa-
tience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who 
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in the kingdom of light.          Colossians 1:9-12 

Under the ministry of James, many have believedðwhich is 
certainly good, but then they have apparently turned to 
keeping the law as the epitome of the Christian Life.  
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Return to Galatians 
Tuesday, January 5: Read Acts 21 

(Continued) 

Frankly, Paul would say that, after starting with the grace 
of God, the Jerusalem Christians are being enslaved all over 
again.  Furthermore, it wonôt be long in such a fellowship 
until the Gospel message becomes corrupt.  I would sug-
gest that this may be one reason the Church of Jerusalem 
was set aside.   

On the other hand, did you notice the complete difference 
in the thrust of Paulôs ministry?  It was not filled with zeal 
for the law, but growing in the knowledge of God, walking 
worthy of Him, bearing fruit strengthened with His power, 
and pleasing Him in every way.  This isnôt legalistic law-
keeping, this is relational vitality and production.  That 
should be our goal also.  As we continue, the Book of Gala-
tians is going to show us how.   



Return to Galatians 
Wednesday, January 6:  
Read Galatians 5:1-15 

Today I want us to wrestle with a very important idea, and 
I want to use just two verses of Scripture to make sure we 
get it right.  Letôs start with Galatians 5:1:   

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand 
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery. 

As the result of 
placing our faith in 
Jesus Christ unto  
eternal life, we 
have been set free 
and we are  
commanded to 
keep that free-
dom.  If we try to 
live our Christian 
lives by some kind 
of legalistic  
system, we are 
right back in 
bondage.  As we 
will see, our  
freedom is to be exercised via the Spirit-filled life.   

But what about this idea of freedom?  Interestingly, at the 
time this was written, the Greek word translated liberty was 
used in two waysðone good and one bad.  It was used in 
a negative sense when personal freedom was used for the 
excessive gratification of self.  Its positive use was to do 
what one ought to do.             

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Galatians 
Wednesday, January 6:  

Read Galatians 5:1-15 (Continued) 

Let me introduce the second verse for todayôs devotional:   

You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, 
serve one another in love.            Galatians 5:13 

It is possible for Christians to abuse their freedom in Christ, 
but we are explicitly told that is off limits.  Instead, we are 
to use our freedom to lovingly serve one another.    

Understanding this, we have another way to understand 
the Christian Life: 

¶ As a believer, are you positionally set free, no matter 
what your circumstances, in Christ?  Yes!   

¶ Are you using the freedom to lovingly serve others?  If 
so, well done and continue to follow the Lordôs leading.   

¶ If you are not using your freedom in Christ to lovingly 
serve others, something is broken with your respect to 
your Christian Life.  Confess your sin and read on in  
Galatians in order to determine Godôs remedy!  

 



Return to Galatians 
Thursday, January 7:  
Read Galatians 4:1-14 

We are going to continue to talk about the believerôs  
freedom in Christ.  But after yesterdayôs Scripture in Gala-
tians 5:13, we are going to do so within this context:   

Anyone who uses the grace of God as an excuse to do 
what they want, is missing the mark for which he or 
she has been liberated.  In fact, whereas law-keeping 
produces Pharisaic legalism, grace properly received 
produces sacrificial service to others motivated by 
love.  You can talk grace all you want, but the test of 
graceôs influence is the presence of loving service!     

So with this mindset, letôs seek to understand the believerôs 
freedom in Christ:   

¶ Galatians 5:1 clearly states Christ has set us free.  That 
would imply that we had been in bondage, and that is 
most certainly the case!   

Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is 
a slave to sin.              John 8:34  

¶ This is a problem for the entire human race.  For if you 
have sinned, and all have sinned (Romans 3:23), you are 
a slave to sin.  So, in setting us free, Christ actually set 
us free from both the penalty of sin and its enslaving 
power.   

¶ There is actually another way in which we can be in 
bondageðthrough our own actions.  In light of the pro-
vision of the cross, this is a shameful situation.   

         Continued on the next page.
    



Return to Galatians 
Thursday, January 7:  

Read Galatians 4:1-14 (Continued) 

The child of God, after being set free from sinôs penalty and 
power, can put themselves back into a form of bondage by 
trying to live the life of a saved person by some form of law 
keeping.   

Paul is aghast by this possibility, as he makes clear in to-
dayôs reading:   

But now that you know Godðor rather are known by 
Godðhow is it that you are turning back to those 
weak and miserable principles?  Do you wish to be 
enslaved by them all over again?       Galatians 4:9 

The weak and miserable principles that Paul is talking about 
are clearly in the context keeping the law. (See Verse 21).  
Weôll continue with this discussion tomorrow!  


