
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Happy New Year to the fellowship of Vistoso Community Church! As we move into the New Year, I would like 
to share with you a few things you can anticipate—most of them you have already heard about—but they 
bear repeating. 

First, we will have an emphasis on personal evangelism in 2017.  As you know, our theme for 
2017 is “Sharing God’s Heart for the Lost,” and you can expect to hear messages that expound 
upon this topic interspersed throughout the year. In keeping with our theme, we published an 
Outreach Handbook at the close of 2016, and if you haven’t yet obtained your copy, be sure to 
do so. For now, become familiar with it as you have time, and then right away in January we 
are going to start holding evangelism workshops to investigate the content of the manual and 
discuss how we might make application among our family members, neighbors, and acquaint-
ances.  Our goal for 2017 is as simple as our VCC Mission, “. . .to be used by God to help the 

lost receive eternal life. . .”  

A second item you will notice this year is increased ministry on the part of our Deacon Fellow-
ship. There are a number of areas in which they are going to begin to minster among the fel-
lowship, and you can also anticipate the ordination of new deacons. I believe they will be a 

great help to me in meeting the pastoral needs of our congregation. You will hear more about their plans dur-
ing our January “Vision Sunday.” Again, the goal is simple—to do what we can to make sure no one feels left 
out or neglected. As you may know, our Deacon Fellowship is under new leadership, and I would ask you to 
pray for all of our deacons and in particular our new Chairman of the Deacons, Bill Studt. 

And of course, as we begin the New Year, we have every intention of continuing our ministry 
progress specifically in the areas of personal discipleship, by means of the many Bible study 
opportunities available throughout the week, and our very strong support of missions.  Make 
sure to check the Missions bulletin board as you have opportunity. 

In closing, best wishes for a spiritually fulfilling New Year, and let me remind you of my prayer 
for you as a congregation: “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. . .that you may 
know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance 

in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe. . .”  

In His Grace,  
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W IGGLE S 

Brrrrrr! Won't someone come into the library and turn up the heat? Even bookworms get the shiv-

ers in this weather! Now, I have to admit that chewing on--er, ah, that is profoundly examining the 

collection, does generate some warm feelings. For instance, Dr. Caroline Leaf's book, Think & 

Eat Yourself Smart, or L.J. Hill's, A Little Bit of This and a Little Bit of That. Now that one really 

inspired (translate: warmed my middle) me, especially the recipes at the end: example--

"Incredible Edibles." Yum yum! Or perhaps Edith Deen's, Great Women of the Chris-

tian Faith would be just the book to read curled up by the fireplace. Ahhhh, now I'm 

beginning to warm up.  

You should have reminded me of those before--oh, that's right, you haven't been in 

the library for a while. Well, come on in--and please turn up the thermostat when you 

do come in. It's right by the door, and just out of my reach. I'll be waiting to greet 

you! 

       Your Little Friend, Wiggles 
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Men’s and Women’s Bible 

Study. 

Tuesdays: 1/3, 1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 
and 1/31 at 9:30 am.  

Men’s Friday 

Bible Study. 

Fridays: 1/6, 
1/13, 1/20, and 
1/27 at 7:30 am. 

Men of Honor. 

Friday: 1/6 at 8:00 am. 

Choir Practice. 

Thursday: 1/5 at 
5:15 pm.  
Wednesdays: 
1/11, 1/18, and 

1/25 at 5:15 pm. 

Ladies Fun & Fellowship. 

Tuesdays: 1/3 and 1/17 at 1:00         
pm. For more information, see 
weekly bulletins. 

Vision Sunday. 

Sunday: 1/22 at 9:30 am. 

Annual Business Meeting. 

Wednesday, 1/25 at 7:00 pm. 

FRIENDS OF ISRAEL GOSPEL MINISTRY CONFERENCE 

Join as us we host a “Prophecy Up Close” Conference put on by the 
Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry. The conference will be at the church 
on Saturday, February 4th. 

A brief description of the conference follows: 

When King David took the throne, political and societal structures dras-
tically changed in ancient Israel. The Bible tells us, however, that the 
sons of Issachar chose to ally with David because they understood the 
times and their discernment produced confidence that David was God’s 
chosen. 
 
As in the days of David, our world is rapidly 
changing. Uncertainty about what’s coming next 
can easily result in our faith being replaced by 
fear. As Christians, God reminds us that political 
restructuring, leadership changes, and the contin-
uing moral decay of society doesn’t confound His 
plans.  Instead God works through it all to accom-
plish His plans. Like the sons of Issachar, who 
understood the times and chose wisely, our chal-
lenge is to discern how God is at work in our 
times. 

Conference Details: 

 Coffee and pastry at 8:30 am. 

 Sessions from 9:00 am. - 3:00 pm. 

 Cost is $10.00, which includes lunch but a free-will offering will be 

collected. 

 Flyers providing additional information and explaining the details for 

registration will be circulated Sunday, January 8.   

FOI’s Patrick Neff will 

be one of the confer-

ence speakers. 
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Eleanor Akker 1/1 

Evelyn Daley 1/2 

Bob Brunson 1/2 

Joyce Collier 1/4 

Alan Bolty  1/6 

Monica Wood 1/7 

Judy Jacobson 1/9 

Dennis Merens 1/9 

Vance Renzi 1/9 

Roberta Cencini 1/12 

Peggy Burnap 1/12 

Rick Sexton 1/15 

Alice Paschal 1/17 

Sam Paschal 1/21 

Sonja Gilgenbach 1/22 

Sandy Long 1/22 

Eva Gatterman 1/24 

Audrey Johnson 1/29 

1/30 Sonya Utseth 

P OIN T OF NEED  

Your generous giving throughout the year has allowed the Missions 

Committee to approve an additional year-end financial gift to all of our 

monthly supported missionaries and to John Coleman who ministers on 

the Tohono O’odham reservation. This gift will assist with the additional 

expenses incurred during the Christmas season. 

As Wycliffe Bible Translators near the end 

of a translation project, Satan does all he 

can to inhibit its completion. These road-

blocks often result in additional unex-

pected expenses and delays. The Mis-

sions Committee has voted to contribute 

from Point of Need to a Completion Fund 

set-up by Wycliffe to help cover these unexpected expenses that occur 

in the final two years of a translation project. Prayer for the protection of 

the translation workers, the completion of projects, and the distribution 

of Bible and the Gospel are always needed. 

Hans and Jennifer Anderson have had their Gospel outreach and 

church planting efforts hindered by transportation prob-

lems. The Committee has approved a distribution to them 

for assisting in the repair or replacement of their vehicle. 

Pray for continued opportunities for the  

Andersons to share God’s Word. 

S PE CI A L PRO JE CTS  

Grace Training Institute had mission teams travel to Africa and 

South America this last month. The South America team with Pastor 

Dennis Rokser went to El Salvador at the end of 

November. They had a productive trip, teaching and 

preaching in San Salvador, San Miguel, and 

Chapelrique. Give thanks for their safe return, and 

pray that God’s Word spreads throughout this gang- 

and violence-infested country. The African mission 

team with Kurt Witzig went to Nairobi, Kenya, and 

Lusaka, Zambia. They spent almost three weeks speaking and teach-

ing God’s grace at churches and conferences. Praise God for the re-

ception of His Word and the spreading of the Gospel in this part of the 

world. 

M IS SIO N UP DA TES  &  COM MU NIQ UE S  

Please see the Missions Bulletin Board for 

complete updates and additional prayer 

requests. 

   Continued on Page 4 

Jim & Phyllis Ketring,  

22 years 

1/2 

Dean & Linda Wilkes 1/5 
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Margaret LaBue is one of Vistoso Community Church’s newest members. “Peggy" moved 

to Oro Valley from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 15 years ago. She is a retired Law Enforce-

ment Officer. Peggy had been looking for the right church to join for quite a while. She saw 

an advertisement for the Experiencing God Bible study at VCC earlier this year, and she 

decided to check it out. She has participated in the Experiencing God study and several 

other Bible studies at VCC since then. She also attends services on Sundays and the 

Wednesday prayer and Bible study meeting. Peggy is very happy with the teaching she has 

found and wants to learn all she can. The Bible studies, music and fellowship are just what Peggy was look-

ing for in a church. She is grateful to be a member, and hopes to be a blessing to Vistoso Community Church. 

Welcome Peggy! 

           Continued from Page 3 

MISSION UPDATES & COMMUNIQUES  

Richard and Tricia Wagner at the Flying-H Youth Ranch in Washington have settled into their positions as 

missionaries. Tricia is home-schooling several children and helping with the 

boys when she can. She is taking it easy with her pregnancy to avoid compli-

cations and is very thankful for your prayers. Richard appreciates prayers of 

support as he balances being administrator, shepherd and counselor for the 

staff, mentor to one of the boys, working on several seminary classes, and 

being a husband and father. The Wagners ask for continued prayers for all the 

boys at the Ranch--that their hearts be open to the love and teaching of Christ. 

Love Thy Neighbor had a very successful Be a Santa to a Senior campaign.  

On December 14, Virginia Kacprzak and seven VCC volunteers wrapped 94 gifts that were 

lovingly donated by the VCC congregation. Love Thy Neighbor is in need of volunteers for a 

new program they will soon be launching. The Good Neighbor Get Together Program will give 

full-time caregivers a short break. See Steve or Virginia Kacprzak for all the information. 

Fikret and Darlene Bocek and the IPK Church Izmir continue doing God’s work 

among the Muslims in Turkey. They ask for prayer for a high ranking Turkish military officer 

who recently became a believer and was baptized. Pray for his protection and that God 

may use him in a mighty way. Please pray for the continued protection of the church in Iz-

mir, for the continued work on the Turkish Bible translation, and for the spreading of the 

gospel. 

Child Evangelism Fellowship:  Pray for the many existing Good News Clubs (GNC) in 

the Tucson area, for the three new GNCs that are scheduled to start in the Tucson Unified 

District in January, and for all the children who are responding to the Gospel message. 

Kris Klebs, with New Tribes Mission, will be starting 2017 in Chad, Africa.  

She will spend 4-6 weeks, dressed in a full Muslim wardrobe, surveying unreached people 

groups and the needs of the people, including refugees from Sudan. The goal is to see what 

God is already doing, and where NTM can be used. Kris will then travel to the island of Kaliman-

tan (Borneo), Indonesia, for a month. She will be speaking at conferences and consulting with 

several church planting teams. Keep Kris in prayer for traveling mercies and protection. 


