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Foreword 
As we close out the year we have quite a variety this 
month.  We’ll do some reading in 
Exodus, look at Scriptures point-
ing the way to the First Advent of  
Jesus Christ, and begin a review 
of our Themes of the Year from 
past years. We will complete this 
review in January as a way of 
preparing for the year ahead.  

Given the way the Lord has pre-
pared us these past years for the 
trying circumstances of 2020, we 
do well to continue to seek Him, 
and know Him more fully through 
His living and enduring Word.   

Merry Christmas and may the Lord’s peace be yours! 

 

 

Keven Redig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, December 1: Read Jeremiah 
29 (Note Verse 11) and Exodus 4:18-23  

We are on the verge of the big showdown that is going to 
begin in Exodus Chapter 5.  But before we get there, we 
have a few details to look at as we close out Chapter 4.  To 
begin, look at Verses 21-23.  Who really knows ahead of 
time what is going to happen?  God does and also those to 
whom He chooses to reveal snapshots of the future. How 
awesome it is to respond to the call of a God who knows 
everything that is going to happen, controls history, promis-
es to look out for us, and in quite a number of areas has 
even revealed bits of the future to us.    

This understanding brings to mind the question: Why do we 
fret?  You know that we do—over our circumstances, prob-
lems which seem insurmountable, challenges faced by our 
loved ones, and a host of other things.  So why do we fret?  
Perhaps it is because we forget what God’s omniscience, 
sovereignty, and love really mean.   

When I find myself beginning to fret over any of the possi-
bilities, I find it very helpful to remember these truths: 

• That God knows all about the circumstances in which I 
find myself (that’s what it means to be omniscient). 

• That He is completely in control and nothing is out of 
hand (that’s what it means to be sovereign). 

• That He loves me.   

Understanding all this certainly does not mean that my  
circumstances are always good or I that I have to like them, 
but I find knowing they are under the purview of a loving 
Heavenly Father very helpful.   

(By the way, if the phrase “I will harden his heart” has 
raised some questions in your mind—rest assured we will 
come back to a discussion of it in the future.)  



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, December 2: Read I Peter 1 

(Note Verses 15-16) and Exodus 4:24-26  

This short passage adds a very curious piece to the narra-
tive, which has two important things for us to note:   

• There is reason to interpret this as a very near thing for 
the son of Moses, and not Moses himself. (I don’t have 
space to develop this, but consider in the immediately 
preceding verses how Pharaoh’s disobedience leads to 
the death of his son.  If the parallel holds, it is Moses’ son 
who came close to dying.)   

• What might seem like radical action in Verses 25-26 must 
be connected with Genesis 17, especially Verse 14.  You 
see, uncircumcised males were to be cut off  from the 
people of God.    

Here is our first point of application:  Every child of God 
needs to know that our God is holy, and we stand on 
“holy ground.”   I like the way Oswald Chambers states 

this truth: 

There is no heaven that has a  
little corner of hell in it.  God is 
determined to make you pure, 
holy, and right and He will not  
allow you to escape from the 
scrutiny of the Holy Spirit for even 
one moment. 

Moses nearly learned the hard way 
that God is no respecter of persons 
when it comes to His holiness.  And 

if God won’t let Moses slide, should we expect anything  
different?  One final item to note, we must remember who 
wrote this little vignette.  Moses did!  He used his own fail-
ure to impart a very important spiritual truth—which is why 
the Scriptures call him a humble man!  



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, December 3: Read Isaiah 48 

(Note Verses 1-18, 22)  

Yesterday, God showed the high regard He has for obedi-
ence to His revealed will.  I want to continue that concept 
today, because many believers have difficulty with the  
following kind of statement:   

The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most 
unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud 
of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a  
vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, 
homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, 
pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic,  
capriciously malevolent bully.”    
        Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion 

No doubt, Dawkins would apply at least part of his opinion 
to the near death of Moses’ son for the sin 
of his father.  Forgetting Dawkins for now, 
let’s note the facts.  In the midst of a nar-
rative in which Moses is going to build his 
reputation, it is clear that the one who re-
members the covenant promises of God, 
and is thus a heroine, is: 1) a woman; 2) a 
foreigner; and 3) one who saves a child.   

In fact, unlikely and socially unacceptable 
heroes show up over and over again in the plan of God:  
Rahab, Tamar, Ruth, and so on.  The issue is not, as Daw-
kins alleges, a lack of character on the part of God; but ra-
ther the fact that He is Sovereign (makes the rules) and 
Holy (establishes what is right and what is wrong).   

And mankind (Dawkins) simply proves its status of rebellion 
when it responds in righteous indignation!  Don’t be bullied 
or apologetic because of the petulance of a hardened and 
lost heart!    



Return to Exodus 
Friday, December 4: Read  

I Corinthians 10 and Exodus 4:27-31  

So Moses is, finally, not only on the move, but has also 
cleared up a matter of disobedience between himself and 
the Lord.  He teams up with Aaron, after many years of 
separation, and together they meet with the elders of  
Israel.  The Lord actually directed this liaison with Aaron 
(Verse 27), which proved very helpful because it provided 
an immediate entrée to the Jewish leadership.   

Now notice how they explained everything to the leadership 
and showed the signs to the people.  Perhaps this was the 
first time that many of this generation of Jews had heard 
about their special relationship to God as a people—and the 
specific identity of the one who cared for them.  Now look at 
their response in Verse 31—they bowed and worshipped.  
With I Corinthians 10:3-4 in mind, I am wondering if we are 
observing the conversion of many.   

They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the 
same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual 
rock that accompanied them and that rock was Christ. 

Of course this passage has ongoing fulfillment throughout 
the time of the plagues, the Passover, the deliverance 
through the Red Sea, and travels in the wilderness.  I find 
two things worth noting about the salvation of this genera-
tion of Israelites.  First, the revelation of God they had was 
so much more limited than what we have today in the com-
pleted canon of Scripture and our post-cross period.  Sec-
ond, despite these differences, what was revealed to them 
is clearly declared to be Jesus Christ.  Apparently Jesus 
means what He says when He declares in John 14:6:  

“. . . no one comes to the Father, but through Me.”   

This clear declaration is not limited by the variances in the 
extent of revelation through the centuries.  



Return to Exodus 
Monday, December 7: Read Exodus 5 

Here, we have the beginnings of a great contest!  Think for 
a moment about who is participating.  Don’t be too quick 
to say that it is between Pharaoh and Moses.  For it is ac-
tually between the gods of Egypt, which includes Pharaoh, 
and the Great I Am (Yahweh).  Isn’t this, in reality, a con-
test that has been going on throughout human history and, 
in fact, is going on right now?  Don’t we today have a con-
test of sorts between the theories of origin, philosophies, 
and psychologies of our day and revelation from the Crea-
tor of all things who stands far above His creation in unap-
proachable light?  Can’t you also sense the antagonism and 
tension between the two views? 

There are actually three audiences for this great contest: 

• The audience naturally includes the Exodus generation.  

• It also includes the Egyptians. You can see the effect in 
Exodus 12:35-36. 

• The audience was not limited to 
a specific time and place, but al-
so includes future generations of 
Israelites (Psalm 78).  It also in-
cludes all those who hold a copy 
of the Word of God—for, over 
and over within the Scriptures, 
the work of God in redeeming His people out of Israel is 
referenced and applied (Hebrews 11:29). 

Let me close by explaining something else in the text.  No-
tice Moses asks for a “three-day journey” into the  
desert.  This seems to be at odds with the Lord’s intent.  
This phrase is actually an idiom, which means a long time.  
It is similar to the office manager at your doctor’s office 
telling you, “The doctor will be with you in a moment!” 
Note how Pharaoh recognized the request for what it really 
was.  We will study his response in the next lesson. 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, December 8: Read Exodus 23  

(Also Note Exodus 5:3) 

So what can we learn about Pharaoh? 

• In our passage, and through the chapters to come, he is 
going to show consistent disdain for the ultimate Sover-
eign and Creator of this universe.  Truthfully, I see the 
same attitude in elite academic and political circles today. 

• He is not the least bit afraid of resisting the will of God, 
nor does he seem to understand the limitations of his 
own power.  Again, in our day I see this same tendency.  
Consider atheist Richard Dawkins, who at a rally in Wash-
ington D.C. in March of 2012, encouraged the crowd to 
express “ridicule and show contempt" for people of faith, 
including their doctrines and sacraments.  There is no 
Fear of the Lord anywhere in his heart! 

• We are going to see that Pharaoh is very stubborn—a 
characteristic which typically makes any lesson that God 
is going to teach very painful.   

How well did Pharaoh’s approach to forthrightly reject the 
demands of God, delivered through Moses, work?  In fact, 
Pharaoh actually punished the Israelites for the insolence of 
Moses and Aaron for daring to make such a request!  Ini-
tially, his approach is pretty effective.  If you look at Exo-
dus 5:21, 22-23, 6:9, you will see that Moses, the Israelite 
foreman, and the rank and file workers are all pretty dis-
couraged.  In fact, can you imagine how things would have 
gone if there was no further revelation (and encourage-
ment) from God.  This is why the Scriptures say:  

Where there is no vision (revelation) the people perish.  
             Proverbs 29:18  

For it is the Word of God that is going to get Moses back into 
his role of leading the people.  That is what we should always 
allow God’s Word to do for us when we are discouraged.   



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, December 9:  

Read Exodus 5:10-23  

The next step in the process of redemption was a very hard 
lesson for the Israelites.—and, not surprisingly, continues 
to be something we resist or try to avoid in our day!  We 
will focus on Israel today, and the application in our day 
tomorrow.  To begin, think through the following: 

• The good news is delivered, and what happens?  Do 
things get easier or harder? They get much harder!   
(I am not sure we can appreciate the difficulty faced by 
the Israelites to make bricks without straw—and the se-
vere physical abuse that came their way for the failure 
to maintain their production schedule.)     

• Was this an expected outcome? Absolutely not!  After 
all, God had seen their suffering and promised to do 
something about it!  As we saw in our last lesson, it 
caught everyone by surprise: Moses, the Israelite leader-
ship, and the rank and file. (Was God caught off guard?) 

Continued on the next page. 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, December 9:  

Read Exodus 5:10-23 (Continued) 

• Now what is so surprising about this is that God told  
Moses ahead of time how things were going to go in  
Exodus 4:21-23: 

 “I will harden his heart so that he will not let the 
people go.” 

• I can understand the others, but why is Moses discour-
aged?  I want to suggest the erroneous, but common, 
expectation that if we do the will of God then we will  
experience smooth sailing!  I like the way theologian D. 
Stuart describes the reason the Israelite foreman  
rebuked Moses:  

Behind this rebuke (Exodus 5:21) appears to be the 
conviction that Moses and Aaron needed judgment  
because the nation’s God, Yahweh, would never have 
let such a thing happen. The presumption that a good 
God never lets dangerous or harmful events happen to 
His people, false as it has always been, is a very old 
belief. 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, December 10: Read John 15 

(Highlight Verse 20)  

We saw yesterday that the Israelites, from top to bottom, 
had difficulty dealing with the fact that their physical cir-
cumstances had worsened after they had begun to trust 
God.  It was as if a good God would never let harmful or 
unpleasant circumstances befall His people.   

Don’t we often feel the same way?  Don’t we question 
God when things don’t go well, and we know we have 
been working hard for Him?  Now I am not saying that 
God doesn’t protect and provide for us—He most certainly 
does.  But haven’t we also been warned of the following:   

“Remember the words I spoke to you: No servant is 
greater than his master.  If they persecuted Me, 
they will persecute you also. If they obeyed My 
teaching, they will obey yours also.”        John 15:20   

So isn’t it possible that some difficulty could come our way 
because of our stand as Christians?  Of course, since we 
minister in a fallen world under the sway of Satan, we 
should also expect some fallout to find its way into our 
lives.   

And, what about this promise:   

And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love Him, who have been called 
according to His purpose.        Romans 8:28 

How can this verse ever be proved true in the fullest 
sense unless we find ourselves in the midst of bad circum-
stances?  You see it doesn’t say that all things are good, 
but that in all things God works for good.  This isn’t so 
hard to believe when we are in the middle of good times, 
but we really see the hand of God when bad things hap-
pen and God causes them to ultimately work for good in 
your life and mine!    



Return to Exodus 
Friday, December 11: Read I Peter 1 

(Highlight Verses 6-7)  

To continue a theme we have been looking at for the past 
few days: Imagine a case where Pharaoh had let the peo-
ple go.  Now tell me, how do you think things would have 
gone from there?  Given how much the Israelites belly-
ached and griped after the plagues and Red Sea crossing, I 
would have to say not very well.  For it seems very likely 
that the first real obstacle would have caused the people to 
fall completely apart!   

Instead, how does God prepare the people?   

He brings a terrible trial, really a number of them, upon the 
people before He brings them out of Egypt.  Why would 
God do this to the Children of Israel or to us?  The New 
Testament very concisely answers this question: to build 
our character (James 1:3), to refine our faith (I Peter 1:6-f), 
and to bring us to the point where we depend upon His 
power (II Corinthians12:9).   
 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, December 11: Read I Peter 1 

(Highlight Verses 6-7) (Continued) 

But wait, God is not done yet.  Not only are there trials, 
but also in contrast to the trials, we see the capability of 
God!   

“. . .I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
with mighty acts of judgment.”       Exodus 6:6-8   

On top of trials, God shows His mighty power and capability 
by means of both the plagues He brought on Egypt and the 
crossing of the Red Sea (and later, by means of constant 
provision during 40 years of desert survival).  

Still the people struggle to trust!  Repeatedly they show a 
propensity to turn from their Redeemer!  Can you imagine 
any possible scenario in which this could have occurred with-
out the trials that God brought their way?  Neither can I!  
And, of course, by way of application, that is the only way 
we are going to really learn to trust Him in our own lives—as 
we see Him deliver us through one trial after another! 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, December 14: Read Exodus 15 

This is a day to look at the Big Picture, so let’s pause and 
take stock of where we are.  First, consider our theme pas-
sages for the book of Exodus:   

“. . .I will redeem you with an outstretched arm  
and mighty acts of judgment. . .”   
        Exodus 6:6-8, see also Exodus 15:13  

Here is what we have learned about redemption to this 
point in our study—
remember, this is in the 
context of physical re-
demption.   

• Redemption implies 
enslavement.  In oth-
er words, the appeal of 
redemption is its con-
trast to a personal 
sense of being bur-
dened and truly op-
pressed. (Exodus 1:14) 

• Redemption requires 
a redeemer.  Those in 
need of redemption reach the point where they recognize 
they are powerless to redeem themselves. (Exodus 2:23) 

• The Redeemer must be powerful.  In order to appre-
ciate redemption, it must be clear that the redeemer is 
more powerful than the oppressor. (Exodus 5-15)  This is 
where we are in our study right now and the main focus 
of these 11 chapters: the contest between the Great “I 
AM” and the gods of Egypt is very one-sided! 

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, December 14: Read Exodus 15

(Continued) 

And that covers what we have learned in our studies of  
Exodus to this point and brings us to what we can yet  
extract from our study of Exodus. 

• Redemption is a work accomplished solely by the 
Redeemer.  And yet, ultimately, there must be a re-
sponse by the redeemed—this can teach us a lot about 
faith. (Exodus 12:3,34)  A very important point—each Isra-
elite family decided to either offer the Passover Lamb or 
not.  Each decided whether to leave Egypt, or not.  This 
was not the work of redemption; but rather the response 
to the redemption provided by God.  Faith is not a work—
but a response! 

• Redemption implies out of a bad place and into a 
good place, that is, out of slavery and into “a land flow-
ing with milk and honey.” (Exodus 6:8) 

Now the book of Exodus is not the only place these princi-
ples are taught, it is just that 
they are historically grounded 
in the book of Exodus.  
These principles can be 
found many other places in 
the Scriptures.  You can see 
the cycle repeated many 
times in terms of physical re-
demption in the book of 
Judges.  And, of course, these principles find their spiritual 
fulfillment in the pages of the New Testament centered in 
the person and work of Jesus Christ.   



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, December 15: Read Galatians 3  

This is a second Big Picture day.  So, here is a follow-up 
question for you to ponder: Is the physical redemption  
described in Exodus helpful in understanding the spiritual 
redemption emphasized in the New Testament?  Let’s take 
a look at each of yesterday’s principles in light of this new 
question and the response needed:     

• Redemption implies enslavement.  In other words, the 
appeal of redemption is its contrast to a personal sense of 
being burdened and truly oppressed. (Exodus 1:14)   

In John 8:34 Jesus himself tells us that everyone 
who sins is a slave to sin.  This is the bad news 
every lost person must understand prior to grasp-
ing the appeal of the good news of the Gospel. 

• Redemption requires a redeemer.  The one in need of re-
demption must reach the point where they recognize they 
are powerless to redeem themselves. (Exodus 2:23)  

Ephesians 2:1-4 makes clear our needy condition 
before a holy God.  Couple this with Titus 3:4-f, 
which makes it clear that we are saved not by any 
righteous deeds we do,“but because of His mercy.” 

• Redemption requires an understanding of God’s power.  
In order to appreciate redemption, it must be clear that 
the redeemer is more powerful than the oppressor. 
(Exodus 5-15)  This is where we are in our study right 
now and the main focus of these 11 chapters—the con-
test between the Great “I AM” and the gods of Egypt is 
very one-sided! 

Colossians 2:14-15 makes clear that God took 
away our sins, disarmed all spiritual powers and 
authorities—triumphing over them in a “public 
spectacle.” 

 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, December 15: Read Galatians 3 

(Continued)  

And here is what we have yet to extract from our studies. 

• Redemption is a work accomplished solely by the  
Redeemer.  And yet ultimately, there must be a response 
by the redeemed—this can teach us a lot about faith.  
(Exodus 12:3,34)  This is very important—each Israelite 
family decided to either offer the Passover Lamb or not.  
Each decided whether to leave Egypt or not.  This was 
not the work of redemption; but rather the response to 
the redemption provided by God.  Faith is not a work—
but a response! 

In John 6:29, just what 
work is required on the 
part of those who re-
spond—no work at all, 
but only to believe!  So 
then, each member of 
the human race is going 
to have to decide how to 
respond to the person and work of Jesus Christ!     

• Redemption implies out of a bad place and into a good 
place, that is out of slavery and into “a land flowing with 
milk and honey.” (Exodus 6:8) 

   Colossian 1:13-14 makes it clear every believer is 
transferred into the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, and I 
can’t think of any definition of a good place that is 
better than that! 

Therefore, to restate the question is the physical redemp-
tion described in Exodus helpful in understanding the spir-
itual redemption emphasized in the New Testament?   To 
answer my own question: Absolutely!   



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, December 16: Read  

II Corinthians 5 (Highlight Verses 18 and 20)  

Before going back into the text of Exodus, I have one more 
thing I want you to think about: Whose job is it to com-
municate the message of redemption at our time in history?  
To answer this very important question, consider:    

And He (God) has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.          II Corinthians 5:19 

The answer I want, of course, is “we are responsible to 
communicate the message of redemption in our time.”  All 
believers in Jesus Christ are responsible!   

Now reconciliation and redemption are not quite the same 
thing.  Reconciliation is the restoration of good relations 
with another.  Literally, the picture is of two disparate par-
ties who are now face-to-face in peace and fellowship.  
Redemption is a necessary early step in the process—for as 
slaves to sin, no member of the human race is on good 
terms with God.  Rather we are by nature objects of His 
wrath! (Ephesians 2:3)  However, God has made a provision:  

• For us to be redeemed out of this slave market of sin 
and into His kingdom (Colossians1:13)  

• For us to become his children (John 1:12)  

• For us to have peace with our Creator (Romans 5:1)   

Who is it that has been given the great privilege of sharing 
this “good news” to those otherwise hopelessly lost in the 
slave market of sin?  We have!  No wonder the great song-
writer Fanny Crosby was moved to pen this verse:   

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it! 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 
Redeemed through His infinite mercy, 
His child and forever I am. 

Do you love to proclaim it as well? 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Thursday, December 17: Read Joshua 5 

For each of the past eight years we have begun the year 
with a particular Scriptural theme which we try to reinforce 
throughout the year. I thought it might be of benefit, as a 
way of closing out this year and beginning the next, to 
briefly review the themes of the past years.  We’ll start to-
day, and then after a break for a nativity series next week, 
continue to look at past themes as we head into the new 
year, and discussion of this year’s theme.  

Finally, after 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, the 
Israelites are inside the Promised Land and ready to begin 
the conquest of the Land with the walled city of Jericho.  
We should remember that it didn’t take 40 years to get to 
the Promised Land because it was such a long journey.   
Rather, sin caused a detour, as it always does.  For,  
although God loved the Jewish people as the “apple of His 
eye,” He is also a holy God who will punish sin—and in par-
ticular the sin of unbelief.  There is much we can learn from 
a study of Old Testament Israel.   

Imagine Joshua, now leading the people as the successor 
to Moses, on the outskirts of Jericho.  Suddenly, he is con-
fronted by a man with a drawn sword.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Thursday, December 17: Read Joshua 5 

(Continued) 

We don’t know exactly what was on his mind, but we can 
certainly imagine some of his thoughts.  Joshua’s hand 
goes to his own sword and he issues a challenge.  Joshua 
has been told to be strong and courageous in Chapter 1,  
He must have really taken the lesson to heart, for he un-
knowingly just challenged God Himself.   

When he realizes he is face to face with the Commander of 
the Hosts of the Lord, who is very likely none other than 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, I want you to note what He 
does.  

 And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, 
and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His  
servant?”               Joshua 5:14 

What a fantastic response, one we should mimic every day 
as we come into the presence of the Lord through His 
Word.  For his 
response is one 
of worship and 
receptivity to the 
Word of God.  It 
is a recognition 
of who God is, 
and a willing-
ness to do what 
He says.   

In 2013, that’s 
was a great fo-
cus for the year! 

 

 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Friday December 18: Read Philippians 3  

Here is the particular text from Chapter 3 that we focused 
on during 2014:   

. . .one thing I do, forgetting those things which are  
behind. . .I press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.   
               Philippians 3:12-14  

Before preaching the message on this passage, I had ten 
months to think about the ramifications of the first phrase of 
this well known scripture, “forgetting those things which are 
behind. . .”   

For ten months prior to the start of that year, I visited a 
woman at a local hospital with advanced colon cancer.  She 
was a woman I originally didn’t even know, but she had 
visited our fellowship.  Our relationship began when I asked 
her, “So how is your walk with the Lord?”  

Continued on the next page.    



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Friday, December 18:Read Philippians 3  

(Continued) 

Beginning with that question, I not only learned an im-
portant spiritual principle, but also began a mutually benefi-
cial relationship that lasted until she passed away from the 
cancer.  Further, it also allowed me to build a relationship 
with her daughter, brother, sister, and led to her own bap-
tism.  What has prompted so much reflection on my part is 
something she said to me in our first conversation.  She 
said, “I hope this thing I have (the cancer) will help me to 
put some of the hurts of my life behind me!”   

She gave me permission to tell her story, and I am relaying 
it to you because I don’t think it is God’s plan for Christians 
to wait until they have cancer to put the hurts of this life 
behind them and to repair broken relationships.  You see 
the Christian Life is 
meant to be lived in 
light of eternity, mo-
ment-by-moment filled 
with the Spirit, as we 
redeem the time that 
God has given us.   

So what kind of things 
do we need to leave 
behind?  We need to forget the sins of the past.  We need 
to leave them at the cross where they were paid for!  We 
are meant to leave the hurts of the past in the hands of our 
loving Savior, who knows the hurts of this life to a much 
greater extent then we ever will.  We are to simply find our 
rest in Him as we press on toward His upward call on our 
lives.   

Now that’s a great focus for the year!   



Nativity Scriptures 
Monday December 21: Read Isaiah 7  

As Christmas approaches, I thought it appropriate to  
consider a collection of Scriptures that would focus our  
attention on the First Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

When considering the celebration of Christ’s first advent, 
Verse 14 of Isaiah 7 fairly leaps off the page:  

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. 
The virgin will be with child and will give birth  
to a son, and will call Him Immanuel. 

Not only is this a prediction of the way in which Christ 
would come into the world more than 700 years before it 
occurred, it also clearly involves the supernatural.  For, not 
only is God Himself going to be with us, but His coming is 
going to involve a virgin woman becoming pregnant and 
bearing a Son who is both fully divine and, at the same 
time, fully human.  Nothing proves that fact more than 
Christ’s entry as a baby and growth to manhood.   

So, the Jews had a clear indication of the way in which the 
Messiah would come.  However, here is the part I don’t 
want you to miss.  King Ahaz, the king of the southern 
kingdom of Judah, was very afraid.  For both the king of 
Aram and the king of the northern kingdom had allied 
themselves in order to overthrow Judah.  God tells king 
Ahaz not to worry.  In fact, He gives Ahaz the opportunity 
to ask for a sign to prove the truthfulness of what God has 
told him.   

Ahaz feigns spirituality by declining, but, in reality, his heart 
is full of unbelief.  It is at that point that God Himself pro-
claims the sign of the virgin birth, and it is important to  
realize that He is doing so as a response to unbelief.   

Continued on the next page. 

  



Nativity Scriptures 
Monday December 21: Read Isaiah 7 

(Continued)  

So now you realize the irony of the many, many naysayers 
who have mocked the virgin birth and continue to do so in 
our day.  That prediction was given 700 years in advance, 
in the face of unbelief, and fulfilled exactly as prophesied.  
Yet some things never change—for unbelief marches on.   

On the other hand, let our hearts appreciate every prompt-
ing to faith and the absolute faithfulness and capability of 
our God.    



Nativity Scriptures 
Tuesday December 22: Read Isaiah 9 

The first five verses of this chapter would certainly have 
seemed cryptic to the Jews of Isaiah’s day, but still good 
news.  But then in Verse 6 you start to get a great deal of 
specifics applied to one person:  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given. . . 

And this child actually defies comparison for, not only will 
He be a great and wise leader, but He is also said to be 
Mighty God, everlasting, and one who will reign forever.  
Take a moment to meditate through each of these  
descriptive terms as they apply to the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Now you know that we always hear this passage read at 
Christmas, but I want to make sure you think this through 
with me.  For this is typical of many pieces of prophecy—
they come in two (or more) parts which are fulfilled at  
different times.  For indeed a child was born and a son 
was given over two thousand years ago at the First Com-
ing of the Lord Jesus.  However, the entire rest of the 
passage awaits fulfillment at the Second Coming of Christ.   

From one perspective, we could certainly say that this 
would be a much more appropriate passage to read at the 
Second Coming of Christ rather than the first, since so 
much more of it will be fulfilled then.  For now, let’s look 
at it this way.  As we approach the annual remembrance 
of Christmas and celebrate the coming of God into this 
world to take on humanity and save us, let us keep in the 
back of our minds that His humble coming in the manager 
is only part of the story.  When He comes again, it is  
going to be in great power and majesty as He takes up 
rulership of this entire world, as the greater Son of David, 
reigning with an iron scepter in true justice and righteous-
ness.  The babe in the manger will be the ruler of the 
world! 



Nativity Scriptures 
Wednesday December 23:  

Read Genesis 49  

Verse 10 is part of the prophetic blessing of Jacob given to 
his sons.  Focusing on just Judah, this is what we learn: 

The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the  
ruler’s staff from between his feet, until He comes to 
whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is His.    

You will not be surprised to find out that King David was a 
descendant of Judah.  In fact this promise is reinforced by 
the Davidic Covenant which  promises that the Messiah 
would come through the line of David (and thereby Judah), 
and that He would establish a kingdom that would last for-
ever. (II Samuel 7:10-16)   

These events have clearly not happened yet, and will not 
be fulfilled until the Lord Jesus Christ returns as King of 
kings and Lord of lords to establish His Millennial reign.  
(Revelation 19-20)  Here is the thing to note about the First 
Advent of Christ and our celebration of Christmas: Jesus 
presented Himself to the Jews as their Messiah, and the 
fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant, but they rejected Him.  
You can see this throughout Matthew Chapters 8-12. Of 
particular note is the application of Isaiah 42:1-4 to the 
many acts of healing done by Jesus.  How did the Jewish 
leadership respond?  They suggested:  

It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons,  
that this fellow drives out demons.         Matthew 12:24 

From that time forward, the offer of the kingdom is with-
drawn and Jesus starts to speak of the Church, the cross, 
and a future kingdom.  What a blessing we have to live 
during a time when the offer of God’s gift of salvation 
through Jesus Christ is available, and when God is still wait-
ing for the fullness of the Gentiles to come in.  But this time 
is drawing short, so let’s honor our Lord by sharing the 
good news with those God brings to us this Holiday season! 



Nativity Scriptures 
Thursday, December 24: Read John 1  

As we focus on the First Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
this first chapter of John’s Gospel causes us to squarely 
face two aspects of the unique nature of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  First, His divinity: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.           John 1:1 

Go back as far in time as you want and you find the Word was 
already there.  This Word is clearly revealed as God by both 
declaration and by acts of creation. (John 1:3)  

 With His divinity in view, move ahead to Verse 14: 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  We 
have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Notice that the eternal Word, that which was declared to be 
divine in Verse 1, is now declared to have taken on  
humanity.  The Word has always been divine, but became 
fully human.   

Continued on the next page. 



Nativity Scriptures 
Thursday, December 24: Read John 1 

(Continued)  

So Who is the Word?   

The Law was given through Moses;  grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ.       John 1:17 

So at the First Coming of Jesus Christ, we have the  
manifestation of the unique person of the entire universe 
—the Lord Jesus Christ.  He was fully divine and fully  
human.  He was two natures inseparably united in one 
person.   

I am particularly attracted to the word translated dwelt 
among us in John 1:14.  The word literally means to pitch 
a tent.  Perhaps a more refined translation would be to 
tabernacle.  The unique person of the universe came and 
tabernacled right among His fallen creation in order to 
minister to them and, ultimately, provide a way of  
salvation for them.  What a humble and loving Savior we 
worship! 

 



Nativity Scriptures 
Friday, December 25: Read Matthew 1  

Don’t you just love genealogies?  Probably not, which is 
why you didn’t really start paying attention until Verse 18.  
But there are actually some things profoundly interesting in 
this particular genealogy which I would like to share with 
you.   

First, there are five women mentioned: Tamar, Rahab, 
Ruth, Uriah’s wife (Bathsheba), and Mary.  Why is this 
noteworthy?  First of all, women were typically never in-
cluded within a genealogy, so already the convention is 
broken and lays the foundation for the principle that in 
Christ there is “neither male or female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

The second thing I would like you to note is the ethnicity of 
three of the women.  Tamar and Rahab were Canaanites.  
Ruth was a Moabitess.  If you were a self-respecting Jew 
and these women were in your background, you would 
most certainly try to keep it hush-hush.  But God has put 
this fact into His Word because “God so loved the world 
that He sent His Son” so that a great multitude from every 
nation, tribe, people, and tongue would be before the 
throne and before the Lamb. (Revelation 7:9)   

As a third item to note, Tamar was in a terrible family  
situation, which pushed her into prostitution in order to try 
and obtain justice, and Bathsheba committed adultery.  
How could God possibly have allowed sinners like these into 
the lineage of His Son?   

Consider this as a point of holiday application: God can take 
the messiest and most sordid of family situations you can 
imagine, and not only use them for good, but straighten 
them out.  You see faith in Christ always leads to newness 
of life and often leads to a fresh start.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Nativity Scriptures 
Friday, December 25: Read Matthew 1 

(Continued) 

One final observation, which is my personal favorite.  The 
story of Ruth occurs during the time of Judges, a time of 
terrible spiritual declension.  Even the heroes of Israel, men 
like Sampson and Gideon, show glaring flaws in their char-
acter.  However, there is one bright light, one person rich 
in character, and that is the Moabitess Ruth.  Ponder her 
declaration to her mother-in-law Naomi:  

Your God will be my God, your people my people.  
               Ruth 1:16 

You see, God can always make something out of a life  
devoted to Him!  For it is not about pedigree, it is about a 
heart fully devoted to the Lord.   

May this Christmas season and its remembrance prompt 
such hearts in us! 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Monday, December 28: Read Psalm 85  

Our theme for 2015 echoed the cry of Psalm 85:6:  

Will You not revive us again, that Your people may 
rejoice in You?  

We learned that to be revived is to be brought back to a 
condition of vitality or to flourish.  It can even mean to be 
brought back to life!   

Contrary to popular usage, you can see in the context that 
ongoing revival is something that applies to the people of 
God as opposed to the lost for these reasons: 

• Revival is not just large and dramatic, but daily and  
personal.   

• It is a daily process because the Christian Life is not 
static (it doesn’t stand still), but is dynamic.  For this 
reason, we need to continually seek spiritual refresh-
ment. For we are: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the 
God I love. (From Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing) 

• Revival emphasizes the personal nature of Christianity.  
For eternal life is defined as knowing the Father and the 
Son. (John 17:3)   

• The Christian Life is externally dependent.  There is no 
functional Christian life apart from the Word of God, the 
Spirit of God, and the people of God.   

• The Church in America desperately needs revival.  Is it 
true that the Church in America today epitomizes what 
it means to be salt and light?  If not, we need to be  
revived!  

Continued on the next page. 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Monday, December 28: Read Psalm 85 

(Continued)  

Let me close by reminding you of our working definition of 
revival:   

Spiritual revival is characteristic of a Christian who  
returns to a condition of spiritual vigor, by means  
of the Word of God and the Spirit of God.  The 
“revived” see God as bigger than any obstacle,  
faithful to keep all His promises.  The revived are  
simultaneously convicted of their need and the  
wonders of God’s grace.  

Now that was a great focus for the year ahead. 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Tuesday, December 29: Read Luke 10  

We all have possessions we value.  For some, it is a  
family heirloom; for others something we worked very hard 
to achieve. The possession of these things gives us a cer-
tain satisfaction.  However, there is one thing that every 
child of God possesses that should be a source of joy every 
single day until we know joy unspeakable and find our-
selves in the presence of the Lord.   

In Luke 10, Jesus sorts through the possibilities for us, and 
tells us the one thing in which we should  
rejoice:  

. . .do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject 
to you, but rather rejoice because your names are 
written in heaven.            Luke 10:20 

In context, Jesus is saying, don’t even rejoice in success in 
ministry for there is one thing that takes priority above all 
the rest.  This was our theme for 2016. 

As we navigate our way through the daily circumstances of 
life, the one thing that takes priority is the eternal salvation 
that is ours in Jesus Christ.  Not only is our focus to be 
shifted from the temporal to the spiritual, but there exists 
one aspect of our spiritual lives that should be of the great-
est joy to us.  Not only is this a reason for rejoicing person-
ally, but this is also the basis of our fellowship as a local 
body of believers.  Each and every one of us who has trust-
ed in Christ has his or her name written in heaven!   

Continued on the next page. 

 

 

 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Tuesday, December 29: Read Luke 10 

(Continued) 

Of course this begs the question, “How exactly do you get 
your name written in heaven?”  This question has been 
asked and answered in Scripture:   

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  So they said, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.”    Acts 16:30-31  

And while we are at it, let’s ask the question, “Can we 
know for sure that pen has actually been put to paper, that 
we are save?”  Scripture, once again, is very comforting 
and reassuring:  

And this is the testimony:  God has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son 
has life; he who does not have the Son of God does 
not have life.  I write these things to you who  
believe  in the name of the Son of God so that you 
may know that you have eternal life.    I John 5:11-13  

There is so much more to say on this topic, but for now—
let me remind you, rejoicing is a great way to start this 
new year! 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Wednesday, December 30:   

Read Jonah 4 

Each year we have typically selected a theme Scripture for 
the year.  However, 2017 was a little bit different as our 
theme for the year was personal evangelism.  We used 
multiple passages of Scripture during the year to reinforce 
our theme beginning with Jonah 4:11.  

“And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city,  
in which are more than one hundred and twenty  
thousand persons who cannot discern between their  
right hand and their left. . .” 

You might think this a strange verse on which to focus for 
part of the year, but let me give you a few things to con-
sider. First, the passage is part of a dialogue between  
Jonah and God and, sad to say, we are often a lot like  
Jonah.  He is completely caught up in all kinds of personal 
issues.  His world-view extends no further than the source 
of his shade from the sun.  

Second, God shows His ever-present love for His rebellious 
creation by drawing Jonah’s attention to the many lost 
people in Nineveh.  The verse poses a simple question, but 
makes a serious point.  If lost people are on God’s mind, 
shouldn’t they be on ours as well?  

By the way, the people of Nineveh were not nice people 
and apparently that didn’t have anything to do with God’s 
love for them.  I always think of this verse when I get a 
negative response from people regarding the Gospel.  I  
just tell myself, “What else should I expect—they don’t 
know their right hand from their left!”   

Continued on the next page. 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Wednesday, December 30:   

Read Jonah 4 (Continued) 

Then I can move on to trusting in the Spirit of God to break 
down barriers and convict the heart.  For God’s interest in 
the lost is always there and it is ours to simply get in step 
with Him.  

I trust we will continued to work to get in step with the 
Lord in this and every year. 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Thursday, December 31:   

Read I Thessalonians 4 

For the year 2018 we worked extensively on a theme taken 
from I Thessalonians 4:3: 

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified. . .   

That is said in about as straightforward a manner as it is 
possible to say it!   

What does it mean to be sanctified, and why did we spend 
parts of a year developing our understanding of sanctifica-
tion?  The basic meaning of the word translated sanctified 
is to be set apart.  Translators often translated this word 
holy, as they did a few verses later in I Thessalonians 4:7.  

After studying its usage in context, let me remind you of 
the definition we developed during our study in 2018:   

Progressive sanctification is the process by which we 
are ever more set apart unto God in terms of purity, 
priority, and exclusivity; saints by virtue of both  
position and experience.   

There are many aspects to this subject and we spent much 
time studying it, which led to the publication of three book-
lets on the subject, which you might find helpful if you 
missed the study.   

But how about the why?   Why did we place so much  
emphasis on this subject over the course of an entire year?  
Well the fact that it is a Scriptural command is reason 
enough.  But I also felt led to do so in order to make sure 
the teaching emphasis of our fellowship was balanced and 
defensible.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Theme of the Year Reflections 
Thursday, December 31:   

Read I Thessalonians 4 (Continued) 

You see when it comes down to understanding the  
Christian Life, as a pastor-teacher I come down on the side 
of grace.  What I mean by that is that the Christian Life is a 
supernatural kind of life, far above the will-power, commit-
ment, or sincerity of any well-intentioned believer.  It can 
only be accomplished through appropriating, by faith, what 
God in grace provides.   

Now, this focus on the grace of God, and not personal ef-
fort, often brings attacks by those who think we should 
buckle down and conform to their view of the Christian 
Life.  Important as it is to resist their call to self-effort, it is 
equally important to never use the concept of grace to  
excuse a lazy or sloppy Christian Life.   

Studying the concept of sanctification reinforces both  
pastoral concerns.  It makes clear not only the supernatu-
rally high calling of the Christian Life, but also makes it 
abundantly clear we could never live such a quality of life 
apart from God’s provision.  Only a believer appropriating 
God’s grace on a daily basis can ever hope to be progres-
sively conformed to the image and likeness of Christ!   

 

We will continue our review of our themes of the year 
tomorrow, January 1, 2021.  May the Lord bless us 
and keep us in the new year. 
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